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Editor       Rod Tonkin 

Editorial assistant   Alan Burrough 

Contributions  

All members of Australasian Region are invited to submit articles of a railway or model rail-

way nature for publication in Mainline.  

Submissions in can be Emailed to  

  editor@nmra.org.au. or to our new editors home  Email address   

    merv_bagnall@bigpond.com 

Original uncropped photo files would be preferred.   

Please ensure any contributions  of copyrighted material have written approval from the 

copyright holder.  

Disclaimer 

All comments published are the  views of the author/authors and not the views of NMRA AR. 

Articles are provided  by members in good faith and the views expressed therein are not 

necessarily those of NMRA AR. 

Target dates for future issues  

May June 2020 

Copy deadline     10 May 2020  

Cover photo 

This photo of my HO Scale model of Southern Pacific SD45T-2 9363 illustrates to me the key      

achievements of NMRA’s system of standards for interchangeability.  The model by Athearn 

is fitted with an NCE  decoder, powered  by a Bachmann DCC system and is running on a mix-

ture of Hornby, Mehano, Atlas and Peco track work.   (Photo by the Editor) 
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 Editor’s note 

This issue is larger than usual due to AGM reports and divisional news from most active divi-

sions. 



5 

Editorial Musings 

Five years editing MainLine from Perth has shown me, we have beaten the tyranny of       

distance in our hobby. I’ve been  able to produce MainLine from my home in Perth using 

content  supplied by members all over our region. I’m then able to  send the finished         

document electronically to the east coast for uploading onto our web site for you all to read. 

I’m not an electronics enthusiast, far from it. I just use readily available reliable tools and 

technologies. 

In addition to editing MainLine I’ve been able over this period to participate as  Division Four                 

Superintendent in Australasian Region Committee meetings over the phone in real time. In 

the near future we will be able to have video Australasian Region Committee and Division 

meetings. This means we can all participate in region activities regardless of our  location.  

Have I gained anything from editing MainLine? My working knowledge of Microsoft Publisher 

has expanded considerably. My appreciation of the generosity of NMRA AR members has 

increased enormously. Production of MainLine on a regular basis would not have been possi-

ble without the help of my family and many members of our association. I’m especially    

indebted to Alan Burrough for reviewing every issue since 2015. His knowledge of English 

grammar has made the publication readable and concise.  

We have been able over the last five years to deliver MainLine regularly at zero cost to     

region members. I hope MainLine has been up to your expectations. It is apparently read by 

NMRA Members outside our Region. We’ve recently had an article from MainLine featured 

in the Division Business Car section of NMRA Turntable. 

What will I do once I’ve handed over MainLine? My layout is in need of more attention than 

I’ve been able to spare while editing MainLine. I’ve plans to work on the scenery. Now    

Hornby have come good with a model of “Hogwart’s Castle” I can blend some magic into the 

theme of my layout  

I’ll leave you with my personal approach to railway modelling. It’s 

summed up in a line from a movie  

  “Its not all I’ve got Pat, it’s what I’ve got” 

(Naming the movie and the actor speaking the line earns you a cab 

ride on Wombat Gully-2) 

Things I’ve learned along the way 

 Look at how real railways work and learn from them  

 Experiment with new ideas and techniques  

 Accept the time, space and resources you have and use them 

to the limit. Wombat Gully was only 1,500mm by 1,900 mm. 

 Model what appeals to you, after all its your model railway 

 Don’t be afraid to question the established 

rules of the game. Like is RP 11 relevant 

today? 

 Feel free to change your layout as your in-

terests change 

 Add your own touches to your layout and 

rolling stock 

 When in doubt adopt the KISS principle. 

Hand thrown, dead frog  DCC friendly    

turnouts have served me  well for years 

 All things come to those who wait 

Regards 

Rod Tonkin 
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President’s Report. 

What a start to the year, what with drought, bush fires, floods in some areas and now Covid-

19, not only disrupting our way of life here in Australia but far more destructively around the 

world. As I was starting this article I received the email advising the cancellation of the Gate-

way 2020 Convention in St. Louis. This announcement was expected under the circumstanc-

es caused by the virus. 

In March we had our AGM at which the Reports were received and accepted together with 

the Management Committee’s recommended alteration to our RoA. The majority of the 

changes were to amend inconsistencies in terminology and duplications. On behalf of the 

Committee I thank you for your support in these matters. Also at that meeting two of the 

Officials stood down, and in both cases they had served for several years on the Committee, 

they are David O’Hearn as Secretary and John Gillies as the Treasurer, both of these gentle-

men have given me excellent support and advise over the last couple of years.  

When I became your President two years ago I have encouraged a policy of “succession plan-

ning” for all positions both on the Regional Committee which includes Divisional Superinten-

dents and also those Officers who are appointed to carry out support roles in the running of 

your Association. To this end 3 new Ordinary Members were elected to the Committee, 

(Peter McGuire, Doug Wallace and Alan Harris) along with our new Treasurer, Geoff Chatwin. 

Also there has been new Divisional Superintendents approved for Div’s.3,8 & the new Divi-

sion 10 being Tasmania, which was split off from Victoria. I take this opportunity to express 

thanks to those who have done the work in Victoria and North Coast NSW, it is appreciated. I 

also need to thank Rod Tonkin for his work as Editor over the last 5 odd years. Our Magazine 

has had some changes over the period, which have all been for a better publication. The new 

editor who was appointed earlier this year, Merv Bagnall, will commence his duties when 

this edition is published. 

Our Membership Officer, Erik Bennett has served in this position for the last 14 odd years 

and has done a very good job of keeping those records. This time of service has required a 

large commitment of time from Erik which has been appreciated. This year another member 

put up his hand and offered to take on this position. At the Committee Meeting following the 

AGM., when The support Officers are appointed, it was felt that we should appoint Al Harris 

to the position as no member should be expected to serve in a position for as long as Erik has 

done. Thank you again Erik for your efforts. 

 

Your committee is currently working on several ideas that will be of benefit to members, 

both by communication with you personally or in groups through video hook-ups. It is also 

up to you to send items of information to your area Supers that can be on forwarded to oth-

ers. 

At this stage I do not think there will be a chance of holding face to face meetings either at 

homes or exhibitions till very late in the year or it may be next year even, as the govern-

ment’s will not allow socialising till either a vaccine to prevent the virus or medication to 

control/stop the spread of the virus. 

Convention News 

The NMRA Australasian Region Convention 2020 has been postponed to June 2021 as has 

the Rosehill Exhibition, again we will be alongside EMRC Rosehill Exhibition. 

Thanks for your willingness to be involved and we look forward to having you on board next 

year. 

 

 

Division Three’s  Rod Hutchinson’s              

portable  model photography set up  
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Division One Highlights 

Division 1 held our first NMRA event for the year on the 15th February. This was at the join-
ery factory that one of our members Mr Garry Paper owns. The day was an all-day event 
commencing at 10am and went through to 4 pm. The meeting consisted of  one display of 
specialised wood working equipment, one clinic, the formal NMRA meeting and information 
session, a midday BBQ, bring and Brag (show and tell) and two more clinics to close out the      
program.  

 

Some 32 members and 3 non-members were in attendance for the day plus, we had nine 
Division 8 members and the editor in waiting of the NMRA Mainline magazine Merv Bagnall 
beamed in on the live screen. As stated above this is a first for the NMRA AR and it would 
seem from all reports it was a first for the NMRA worldwide (I will stand corrected if any-
body knows different) and there has been some positive talk on the model hobby fraternity 
overseas about what we have done. This idea was the brain child of Martyn Jenkins 
(Division 1) and Brad Anderson (Divison 8) and when they approached me with the idea, I 
was more than happy to facilitate the trial. The results have brought about a list of improve-
ments that will need to be done before the next LIVE event but the outcome was very posi-
tive. 

As this was the first meeting of the year there was extensive chat and catch up at the front 
end of the day’s proceedings. Old friends reuniting after the Christmas break and many a 
smile and laugh was heard and had. 

At 10:30 we got down to the business 
of Garry giving a wood machining dis-
play on his CnC router and then show-
ing off his edge banding machine. All 
members got an opportunity to go 
behind the scenes to see the mecha-
nism of the edge banding machine. 
The only thing missing was all mem-
bers having their screw guns and 
screwing some of the cupboards to-
gether.  

Craig Mackie’s clinic on building freight car loads for an open top wagon. The interesting 
addition to this was that we were able to video this with a camera and display the working 
on the live screen. This was of benefit to those people who were sitting with a not so clear 
view of Craig’s position as well as our remote members.   

Craig did a great clinic and I learnt a few things I had not considered previously, so thank 
you Craig. 

When Craig was finished the formal NMRA Division 1 meeting was held with the members 
present. 

This was followed by a BBQ lunch. Thanks to Paul Rollason who did the cooking, please 
know that this is appreciated. I would like to take this opportunity to remind members that 
this year the NMRA Division 1 is taking some of the load off hosts by providing at a reasona-
ble price to members the BBQ lunch and drinks. Any funds raised over and above the cost of 
the food and drinks will go back into the Division 1 kitty to buy some much needed items 
going forward. We appreciate all members assistance in this area. 

I would also like to thank Garry Paper on behalf of the NMRA Div 1 for hosting the day. To 
be a host is no small thing and the NMRA appreciate all those who nominate. Thank You 
Garry.  

 

On set at Division One  

Behind the camera at 

Division One  

Gary Paper’s CNC outer demonstration  
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Show and tell  

followed lunch with the following: 

Mark Bailey discussing his latest acquisi-
tions for his Civil war themed layout. The 
photos of Marks items including his 
beautiful brass windmill didn’t turn out 
the best so here’s a photo of Mark 
watching Darren Lee!! 

 

Darren is discussing how he uses 
the plastic clips that bakeries use 
to tie the plastic bags off. He uses 
them to mark his wiring for iden-
tification purposes. (i.e. you clip 
the plastic tie over the wire and 
put an identification marking on 
it.) 

Very neat Idea Darren…Again I learnt something 
simple and new that is a great idea.  

Martyn Jenkins was next discussing his Proto 
Throttle and all of its workings. He had me con-
vinced to buy one until I heard the price tag. Still if 
you’re into that next level of operations this would 
be an awesome addition to any operating layout.  

Lets not forget this man. You can see the passion for the European 
prototype written in Paul’s expressions. I think he may be even clap-
ping himself? Paul showed off an amazing European station kit he 
has purchased. It is a limited edition with only 1000 made. I can’t 
wait to see it sitting on Paul’s layout and I’m sure it will take pride of 
place!!  

Well, with the show 
and tell completed 
it was back into the 

clinics. Steve Ord ran his Fir tree making 
clinic showing off his home made tree ma-
chine. This has had some improvements 

since I’ve last seen it.  Yours truly then discussed the final finishing of the fir trees to make 
them stand out above the average.  

Last but no way least, Garry 
Paper overviewed his weath-
ering techniques, in my opin-
ion Garry is in a class of his 
own when it comes to weath-
ering. Garry uses pastels, 
chalks, art medium, paint and 
dullcoat to weather his equip-
ment. His methods are sim-
ple and he builds the weath-
ering layer by layer. Oh and 
he makes it look simple!!!!   

I’ll let the photos tell the 
story.  

The day ended with Craig 
Mackie enjoying himself so much that he gave every-
body a quick overview of his frosted weathering look 
on freight cars. He uses a spray can of light off white 
paint and from a distance gives the rolling stock a 
spray of white. If you are looking for that faded dusty 
look this is the way to go! 

Thanks to Maryn Jenlins for supplying the link and 
the camera etc. 

Thanks to all who turned up and those who travelled some distance to be there. 

Thanks to the Lismore team including Al Harris and Merv Bagnall for being patient with 
proceedings on the live hookup, but most importantly on an Australasian if not world first 
for the NMRA.  

Thanks to Garry Paper for allowing us to visit the joinery and hosting a great day. 

Thanks to Paul Rollason for helping set up, cook and lots of other stuff. 

Links:  

DvD of Division 1 Clinics day (Short version)         

Audio of meetings need improving but we had to start somewhere. 

https://youtu.be/II8f4UCyTDE
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Division Two Highlights 

 First some words from the Super.  

COVID-19.  

In crisis times like the ones we are currently experiencing, it is most important, beyond any-

thing else, that we keep our sanity and our perspective.  

Covid-19 is without doubt a killer, but Australia has experienced killers before. At these 

times we have pulled together for the common good, gone without, experienced restrictions 

in personal freedoms and all the while maintained a cheerful countenance. These times cre-

ate stresses that manifest themselves in toilet paper hoarding, robbing chemists of a single 

bottle of hand sanitiser and other inane behaviours.  

We of the model railway community are blessed in that we have a hobby that will assist us 

to maintain our equilibrium. The cabin fever currently being experienced by so many people 

will be offset by the many models that we have said that one day we get around to making. 

When we are finally able to gather again I expect to see an overcrowded show and tell table 

with at least a model a month from every member!  

In the meantime, be kind to your families and also to yourselves. To reiterate the words of 

that famous song that many of you will have heard, “We’ll meet again, don’t know where, 

don’t know when…”  

Kindest regards to each and every one of you.  

Stephe:  

 In this issue. 

From the editor March meeting Show-n-tell The last say 

We are in trying times; having restrictions placed on many of our normal daily routines as 

travel, closures and meetings where exhibitions and conventions being cancelled.  

But all is not lost as various electronic media will fill & play a part in communications to the 

current event unfolding for the foreseeable future. I made a proposal members submit Pho-

tograph’s & a spiel of their items that would be of interest whilst we are ‘layout bound’ 

items especially those from the March postponed meeting would be ideal”. It has reaped 

rewards in responses to allow continued communication to Div 2 Members doing projects or 

at least some modelling now we're layout and housebound.  

The following ‘show-n-tell’ via emails should provide what we lost in the MARCH meeting. 

I’m looking forward to future issues if / as the need arises or circumstance’s change.  

Keep on training.  

Robin.  

The last say.  

Appreciation goes to DIV 2 members who answered the call for the information and pictures 

supplied which made this issue possible now we're ‘layout and housebound modelling’.  

What is on your project table? keep those ‘show-n-tell’ articles coming for April edition of 

The FLIMSY.  

Keep on training.  

Robin.  

 
A view of part of Ross Balderson’s model of Newcastle 
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March Meeting ….  

Show-n-tell  

John MARTIN:  

What we missed would have been an interesting slide presentation on trams, however un-

fortunate circumstances required a change to a NSWGR profile on steam era. John indicated 

that there were some 300 slides in carousels!, which we look forward to his next hosted 

presentation.  

John provided an attachment as information where, ‘At one point I was going to give a 

presentation on Brisbane trams, although I no longer have the slides, I do have a very inter-

esting piece of memorabilia’.  

Attached is a photo of my “Last Mail Envelope” for the last Mail carried by tram from 

Woolloongabba post office to the GPO in Brisbane. This was done daily at 5pm to clear the 

last mail to the GPO and it was only done between these two locations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin and Nico 

PAZ:  

This is a section that 

we are working on.  

It is an N/HO scale 

combination and fea-

tures many plaster 

rocks painted to look 

like a Utah landscape. 

We started this layout 

nine months ago and 

we upload updates 

every week on our 

YouTube channel,     

  https://

www.youtube.com/user/katherinestation/featured?view_as=subscriber  

Jack CHILD:  

A WOMBAT 32 class enters service with the first of the outshopped carriages for the South 

Coast Daylight Express. Work continues at Jack’s workshop on construction and painting, 

more to this in the next issue.  
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Ross BALDERSON:  

The progress on Newcastle continues showing the story in ‘a time gone by’ 

to models as minute detailing.  
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Rob NESBITT:  

Adding scenery continues on the N scale Bethungra Loop layout, being built for the Junee 

Broadway Museum. It should have be completed by but has taken time to assemble the  

trees and the builder would like to be back into his preferred HO modelling. Regular up-

dates on the layout build have been posted on Rob’s blog pages                                    

  http://buildingwagga.blogspot.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David VIRGO:  

I have been trying finish off a couple of projects started before the fires. The first project is a 

HO scale NSWGR A5 station similar to the one at Crookwell. I have produced two examples. 

One for my layout has a lower profile with the back cut off to fit the platform location (this is 

the one with a silver roof). The second example has a complete back wall and now sees use in 

the loco area of my fiddle yard as the yard office (It has been moved from the temporary po-

sition across the tracks.) The stl files for the full depth version are available  here:             

  https://www.thingiverse.com/thing:4224600  
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Ian BARNES:  

Ian submitted the following article with photographs of Peter Robins who resides in Moruya 

NSW who has recently joined NMRA Division 2.  

He has entered the model railway hobby in a not so usual way.  

A few years ago Peter came by a small broken down layout and he decided to accept the 

challenge of rebirthing it. Using his considerable boat building skills he has rebuilt it into a 

very portable and very credible showpiece.  

His ‘Bellascalia’ railway is in Z scale, 1500 x 750 mm in size, and represents a small town 

somewhere in Europe. His locos and rolling stock are predominately German models made 

by Marklin. He built all the scenery and buildings from old kits, recut and bashed back into 

shape. He delights in taking a small piece of domestic refuse and shaping into a Z scale struc-

ture or feature.  

Peter lives in a small cabin so Z scale suits him perfectly. But, as we well know about the 

model railway hobby, it hasn’t been quite enough. He is now building a small N scale layout 

on the back of a door, forcing a rearrangement of the interior of his small abode, minus 

door.  

Well done Peter!  

Peter Robins Z scale layout 
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Ben FEATHERSTON:  

I have been working on a series of buildings that will form the backdrop to my Pacific North 

Western inspired city. They will sit along the backdrop immediately behind the main station, 

King Street Station.  

The work started with preparation of the DPM 

shop fronts. This involved cleaning any flash off 

the mouldings and priming the mouldings. Various 

parts were fashioned from styrene, slowly built up 

with Vallejo putty and sanded to form the building 

profiles.  

Painting has begun using a few different techniques. While a flat paint was done and then a 

wash, to me the results were hit and miss and a little unsatisfactory. Another method was 

airbrushing the building and then carefully dry brushing the tops of the bricks, while slow a 

much better result in my mind.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Line-up of buildings fronts in various states of assembling. These are still much unfinished so 

now the fun part is adding some details to each. The only kit is the store (red brick with blue 

windows) next to the corner café (the one with the awning)  

An overall view of  Peter Robbin’s Z scale layout 

Paul Richie of Division Three’s HO 

Scale structure  
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Division Three Highlights 

NMRA Division 3 Meeting Reports for January, February and March 2020 

by Rod Hutchinson 

2020 January 

The January 2020 meeting coincided with the Warrnambool Model Railway Exhibition.  As 
usual with meetings coinciding with exhibitions, the NMRA Div3 meeting was held on the 
Saturday evening, a departure from Sunday meetings.  John Droste and Andrea Lane hosted 
the meeting in their home at Woodford, just north of Warrnambool.  A large group attended 
the evening barbeque with about half visitors to the town for the weekend and the other 
half were exhibitors at the Warrnambool Model Railway Exhibition. 

John Droste is the owner of a large Proto 48 freelance layout which has dual gauge of 32mm 
and 19mm (Std and On3) currently under construction.  John’s standards are quite high and 
most locomotives and rolling stock come from the Glacier Park Models’ stable. 

Div 3 members would like to extend their thanks to Allan Ogden who retires as Superinten-
dent and welcome on board Mark Bean as our new Superintendent. 

2020 February 

The February meeting was held at the home of Paul Richie and Kathy in Ballarat, about one 
hour’s drive west of Melbourne.  Paul models in S scale Denver and Rio Grand, and HO VR 
Standard and Narrow Gauges. 

Ten members and partners attended in what became the most perfect weather day.  The 
afternoon was spent admiring the models on display and discussing all things model railroad-
ing, gardening and plans for year of 2020. 

Items were on display included: 

Grant McAdam – Boat hulls cast in resin.  One with timber deck used as a mould for the oth-
er in which the deck boards are cast into the resin; 

Grant McAdam –  Book: The Railways of Sir Arthur Percival Heywood - Vol 1; 

Paul Richie – three HO buildings; 

Laurie Green –  O scale building; 

Bob Thornton – 1:19 scale >> Loco “Dolgoch”, Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway Brake Van 

Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Van and a rechargeable mini rotary tool. 

 

 

2020 March 

The March meeting was held at the home of Bill Black located not far from the “Puffing Billy 
Railway Station” of Emerald.  Bill is the owner of the magnificent Sn3 Animas & Lobato 
Southern Layout.  A DCC equipped masterpiece of modelling and pure brass joy.   Most of his 
locomotive and rolling stock comes from the Precision Scale Company stable.   http://
www.nmra.org.au/Layout_Tours/Black/. 

Bill is a most congenial host and a visit to his layout is great opportunity to see what can be 
done in a huge space.  However the small number of modellers attending were content to sit 
comfortably around the large table in the crew room.  Plenty of cuppas and biscuits whiled 
away the afternoon. 

Items on display were quite varied ranging from dioramas, scratch building, kit building,kit 
bashing and a demonstration of portable photographic technique. 

Mario Rapinett – On30 diorama: Parkers Junction; 

Paul Ritchie – HO Building: Sn3 B4F class Brooks Locomotive; 

Peter Macdonald – On30 Coffee Pots: Kitson Railcars as used in South Australia; 

Robert Goslin – N scale Factory; 

Rod Hutchinson – On30 Scratch built Rail Tractors: Portable Photo Studio. 

http://www.nmra.org.au/Layout_Tours/Black/
http://www.nmra.org.au/Layout_Tours/Black/
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John Droste’s modelling 

Bod Thornton’s Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Van Welshpool & Llanfair 
Light Railway Brake Van and a rechargeable mini rotary tool. 
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Robert Goslin’s N scale factory 

Mario Rapinett’s On30 Back shop 

Peter MacDonald’s  

SAR Steam railcars 
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Division Four Highlights 

As we can’t meet due to social distancing regulations, we’ve reinstated the old Division 

Four Newsletter “Western Lines”  on a monthly basis. Attached are some of the content 

of the first issue of “Western Lines” since late 2014. 

The track layout at Neil & Couls Meatworks at  

Rod’s Reach on Wombat Gully 

Dual Control 

AD60++ 6039          

at Gosford  in 

1968 

AD60 6032 at Canterbury in 1968 

North Coal No3 at Pauline’s Bend  on 

Wombat Gully 

Mock up buildings at Neil & Couls meatworks at    

Rod’s Reach on Wombat Gully 
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Division Six Highlights 

NMRA Division 6 Meeting February 8th, 2020. 
 
Welcome to all our members 
present. A large gathering of 
twenty five which was great. A 
thank you for David and Maggie 
for hosting the February 
meeting. David was presented 
with the Host plaque. 
David Teague won the raffle. 
 
Finances- Ron Solly reported on 
them and no expenditure or ex-
tra income noted. 
 
 AP- Ray Brownbill reported 
there was no change. 
 

Library-Michael Robinson reported that he is in the process of completing the catalogue so 
that he will be able to send a copy out to the members by email and that there are some new 
DVDs available. 
 
Social secretary- Trevor Seddon continues to arrange a pre meeting lunch for interested 
members. 
 

Business Matters. 
List of all our members in Division 6 contact details was requested and has been emailed 

separately to our members.  
Geoff Chatwin reported on the need for members to do some presentations at our 

meetings. If any members particularly want to learn a skill or need help with a mod-
elling project please contact Geoff so something can be arranged. 

Vern Cracknell reported to us the legal obligations should we go ahead with any work-
shops with young people and Marcel van Eck is still waiting to hear back from Tyn-
dale College Strathalbyn  regarding this. 

Geoff Chatwin will be the person to go to if you plan to assist at our AMRE as Michael 
and I will be overseas from April 24th-June3rd. We still need volunteers for the 
weekend and need to know by May 8th to get the information to Ron Solly. 

Please note that Ron Solly has swapped with Neil Tonkin for hosting a meeting. Ron will 
now host September 12th and Neil will host May 9th. 

Neil Tonkin delivered the name badges 
to those members who had or-
dered them. 

Some members reported they had not 
received their USA NMRA maga-
zine. That is to be followed up. 

Mention of the NT layout was again 
brought up but no decisions will be 
made regarding whether we pur-
chase it until after the AMRE week-
end. 

 

Bring and Brag: 
John Prattis showed us the completed Fine scale F 

class HO (green) no.290 and  a R Class Subur-
ban tank no.060 and wagons he has had com-
pleted. 

A modular frame and two other pieces some of the 
members are building was discussed and was 
on display also. 

Marcel van Eck showed us an Atlas turntable which 
he had detailed plus some photos of it. 

Geoff Chatwin showed us a laser kit building he had 
built and found it was not as easy as he        
expected it to be. 

        David Orr gave us a very informative history of his 
layout and the new control panels he is adding to it. 
We then closed the meeting for a lovely afternoon tea 
supplied by Maggie.  
David’s layout is undergoing some alterations at present 
so no photos were taken of it. 
 
After a very pleasant afternoon we all headed home. 

 
Photos by Michael Robinson 

 
Regards, 
 
Jane Robinson 
Division 6 Superintendent 
 
E-mail: robtrain@bigpond.net.au 

mailto:robtrain@bigpond.net.au


28 

Prototype observations 

Trains around Sydney in 1968 were interesting. Steam power 

was waning. Some diesel locomotives were over ten years 

old, the 40 class were even older. The working prototypes of 

the double deck power car suburban electrics were being 

field trialled. The Moss Vale milk train was still entrusted to 

38 class. The 48 class seemed the locomotive of choice on 

the by then all diesel Illawarra line.  

Steam reigned supreme north of Gosford. North bound trains swapped their 46 class 

electrics for steam power at Gosford. 

All photos by the editor 

 

A rare beasty 4206 at Sydenham 

3820 spotting the Moss Vale milk train at 

Dairy Farmer’s Siding at Ultimo 

The 48 class, the maid of all work 

on the Illawarra line  

Triple headed 48 class running south 

through Kogarah 
Prototype double deck power 

car at Rockdale 

A by now veteran 40 class at Marrickville 

A 38 class departing Gosford with the north  

 

bound Newcastle Flyer 


