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Welcome to this first issue of “The 

Extra” - your Division Seven News-

le(er. The Extra brings you the 

news and stories that affect Divi-

sion Seven (New South Wales) of 

the Australian region of the NMRA.    

It will include mee0ng reports by guest reporters 

and guest photographers. It will also include details 

of future mee0ngs and from 0me to 0me handy 

hints and news of events outside the NMRA. We will 

publish the Division’s Calendar of events and pro-

vide various 0tbits of useful modelling and proto-

type informa0on. 

The Extra is best viewed on the internet as web site 

and email links may be embedded in some stories. 

Tradi0onal paper copies will be distributed at Divi-

sion Seven mee0ngs for those without access to the 

internet. 

Any contribu0ons that you may wish to provide for 

The Extra  can be passed to me at mee0ngs or 

emailed to me  at: dohearn@internode.on.net 

I hope you enjoy this inaugural issue of The Extra.  

-by David O’Hearn 
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From	the	Editor...	
	

Next	Meeting	

The 10 November 2012 mee0ng will be at Rowan 

Mangion’s at 9 Elouera Avenue, Buff Point  Ph 0416 

113 558. 

The 8 December 2012 mee0ng is our Christmas Par-

ty. It will be at the Berowra Waters Waterview Res-

taurant, 199 Bay Road, Berowra Waters (02)9456 

2633. Tickets can be purchased from our treasurer, 

Sam Mangion for $50 each. 

	

Meetings	for	Q1,	2013	

Our mee0ngs for the first quarter of 2013 will be: 

 

12 January 2013 at Dave Cuff, 7 Hakea Court, St Clair 

commencing at 2.00 pm. Dave models OO Bri0sh. 

 

9 February 2013 at John Montgomery, 12 Lindwall 

Place, Shalvey commencing at 2.00 pm. John models 

On30 Logging. 

 

9 March 2013 at Doug Cook, 41 Mawson Street, 

Shortland commencing at 2.00 pm. Doug models N 

scale Santa Fe. 

Put the details in your diary or on your calendar so 

you don’t forget. 

	

Division	Seven	Roles	

Handy Hint—Paint Matching 

When pain0ng a model, have you ever had prob-

lems trying to match the paint to a photo?  The an-

swer is the handy tool on this web site: 

h(p://scalemodels.com/paint 

Load your photo to the web site, place the cross-

hairs on the colour you want to match and the tool 

lists all the suitable model paints available. 
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October – Phil Collins 

Those who control the weather smiled on us for the 

day as we went to the south side of Sydney. We had 

50 plus members a(end plus partners and visitors. 

Phil models NSW railways and his layout has that 

rare item – the traverser staging yard.  This is an 

item highly favoured on Bri0sh layouts but is ap-

pearing on the occasional Australian layout for its 

space saving proper0es. 

It shows that a modeller can learn something from 

every layout they visit. Phil has a very good selec-

0on of nicely weathered rolling stock and locos and 

they all ran well – and at real speeds! 

Many Thanks Phil and Marie, for hos0ng the hordes 

and supplying a sumptuous aLernoon tea. 

Gerry Hopkins MMR - Div 7 Sup 

 

Division	Seven	Meeting	Reports	

August - Ken Scales MMR 

On the second Saturday Ken opened his home to 55 

members; many had braved the raging waters of the 

Hawkesbury and Hunter rivers to a(end. 

The weather had eased a li(le by star0ng 0me so 

those who a(end relaxed and enjoyed the trains on 

the layout.  

 

 

Ken’s ‘signature’ is his love of bridges as can be seen 

above. He models the Ontario & Western. Many pho-

tos were taken of this sec0on of the layout. Due to the 

gloomy weather a few of the outdoor ac0vi0es were 

curtailed. The day aLer the mee0ng Ken set about 

“remodelling” the layout. We look forward to the new 

one asking – Has Ken gone to the Darkside? (darkside 

= On30). 

Many thanks to Ken and Jenny for a great day. 

Gerry Hopkins MMR - Div 7 Sup 

October – AMRA Expo 

The NSW long weekend was also the 50
th

 anniver-

sary of the AMRA Exhibi0on, this year held at Liver-

pool. Our contribu0on was a stand that had an in-

forma0on sec0on, a layout sec0on and a kids’ scen-

ery clinic. Many of the 

Div 7 members 

manned the stands 

and made it a big suc-

cess. We also had 

members from Divi-

sions 3, & 9 give a 

helping hand. For full 

details visit our NMRA 

web page and down load the PDF under clinics. 

www.nmra.org.au 

This is the module made by the kids. They were all 

happy to take them home. 

My thanks to all those involved. 

Gerry Hopkins MMR - Div 7 Sup 

 

This photo shows one end of the traverser and you can 

see for yourself the space can be saved at the end of 

the yard. 
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Prepara!on 

This is the conven0on that was almost cancelled, 

but, did go ahead at Niagara Park on the Central 

Coast of NSW. 

In mid 2011 the community hall was booked for the 

2
nd

 weekend of Sept 2012. The other groups that 

use the various rooms were contacted and they all 

agreed to use alterna0ve venues on that weekend. 

This would give us access to all the rooms and hall 

for both full days. This gave us the hall, 2 large 

rooms for clinics, a slightly smaller room for the 

Bring & Buy, and another room for the modelling 

and photo contest. 

Venues were checked for quality and space for our 

Saturday Banquet. The Ourimbah RSL was both 

close, had space for 90 people and a good menu 

and price, so the ini0al booking was made. 

So far things were looking good. We went ahead 

with the rest of the planning – clinics, layout tours, 

lunches, ladies program. With the space available 

some of the clinics would run on both days and 

there would be 2 streams of clinics as well as the 

ongoing layout building in the main hall. 

GeSng close to the conven0on – guides were 

wri(en, notes collected for the clinic manual, post-

ers planned.  

Then three months out some li(le anonymous 

gnome in the sewers under Sydney city sent out and 

edict to many such community centres – “Cancel all 

bookings for the 2
nd

 weekend in September” – for 

council elec0ons. We had to move the conven0on 

to a week earlier. 

Other groups at the centre had already gone to the 

trouble of finding other venues and could not move 

for two weeks in a row so we had to forego the use 

of some rooms for the weekend. This meant that 

clinics could only be run once and 4 clinics were 

cancelled totally. The conven0on was cut back to 

Saturday and half of Sunday. 

The cancelled clinics were set up as a side show al-

ley and we had extra displays in the hall, and an ex-

tra layout. Things were geSng a li(le 0ght.  

 

Convention	2012	

The 0metable was moved up and all clinicians were 

informed that they needed to get their notes in early 

so that they could be added to the disk. The last 

notes came in on the Wednesday before the conven-

0on. 

At the last minute we received a flood of bookings 

for the banquet and it was only at the last minute, so 

to speak, that the main auditorium at the RSL be-

came available allowing us to get 120 for the ban-

quet instead of the original 90. Things were swinging 

back in our favour. 

Once the final program was decided there was no 

0me to print new documents so all updates were 

supplied via the web and emails.  

Gerry Hopkins MMR - Div 7 Sup 

Conven!on 2012 – Review 

The Friday arrived, because of other business at the 

centre, we could not start the prepara0ons and setup 

for the hall and the other rooms un0l aLer 4.00 pm 

but with plenty of helpful volunteers all was achieved 

in record 0me.  

Registra0on bags and others bits were handed to 

those a(ending, people had refreshments and there 

was much talking and catching up with old friends. 

On the Saturday morning the conven0on was 

“declared open” but Murphy was s0ll against us, the 

microphones for the PA system were not where they 

are normally kept, later in the day we did manage to 

find them. 

Our main downfall was that the Conven0on Com-

mi(ee were also involved with clinics and presenta-

0ons as well as the general running of the conven0on. 

We had a commi(ee of six but 8 would have been a 

be(er figure. Next year the experts with all the re-

sources will be running the conven0on so that we can 

see how it should be done. 

Gerry Hopkins MMR - Div 7 Sup 
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The Contest 

The contest had a good selec0on of models – from 

N scale to O scale and a beau0ful brass coach from 

our Taiwanese Division. All the models were of a 

high standard and were a joy to examine and judge. 

 

  

 

Convention	2012	

 

The Clinics 

In the main hall the first presenta0on was by Geoff and 

Mike showing their New England waterfront Layout, 

Smugglers Cove. They explained its concep0on and con-

struc0on with the aid of a PowerPoint presenta0on. 

On the comple0on of the presenta0on the a(endees 

had the choice of three clinics to a(end or dent the 

plas0c card at the commercial stands. There was a good 

selec0on of clinics through the day covering a wide 

range of railway topics. The sideshow alley was also 

well a(ended. 

In the main hall through the day a(endees were shown 

how to detail a layout from start to finish. This took all 

day and many learnt a lot from the clinic – ground cov-

er, buildings, backdrops and how to bring them all to-

gether. 

The two photos following show you the end result of 

this clinic.  

On the Saturday Morning the ladies got together to 

work out who wanted to do what. They had a number 

of op0ons and seemed to enjoy themselves. On the 

intended Saturday they would have also had the local 

markets outside in the car parks – a big local event. 

Sunday morning we con0nued with more clinics, these 

were restricted due to the loss of a large room. The hall 

was steadily cleared so that we could be out by 12.30 

pm at the latest. Many of those involved in the hall also 

opened their home layouts to the a(endees. There 

were more layouts to be seen on the Monday, two of 

them also held opera0ng sessions so that others could 

see how the layouts normally run. 

The reports are that 95% of those who a(ended had a 

good 0me.  

Thanks to all who a(ended and all those who helped 

make it work. 

Gerry Hopkins MMR Div 7 Sup 

Winner of the Rick Shoup Award by Steve Reynolds 

An O Scale module built by Paul Morrant 
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Convention	2012	

Car Vs Train 
On30 Conven!on Layout  

 The following photos are of an O scale narrow gauge 

layout put together by Paul Morrant, John Montgom-

ery and Ken Scales MMR during the course of the Sat-

urday at the Conven0on. 

The following pictures were taken on 8 October 

2012  at the Old Barnawatha Road/McCoy Street 

Level Crossing. The nice new Falcon was dragged 720 

metres towards Wodonga. Remarkably,  the driver 

survived with a broken pelvis and broken leg while 

the passenger  had a scratch on an elbow and knee. 
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Date Name Loca4on Time Notes 

12 Jan 13 Dave Cuff St Clair 2.00 pm OO Bri0sh 

09 Feb 13 John Montgomery Shalvey 2.00 pm On30 Logging 

09 Mar 13 Doug Cook Shortland 2.00 pm N Santa Fe 

29/30/31 Mar 13 NG Conven4on Melbourne     

14 Apr 13 Edgeworth Live Steam Edgeworth 10.00 am Real Steam 

12/13/14 Apr 13 N Scale Conven4on Melbourne     

11 May 13 Tram Museum LoLus 12.00 noon Trams 

8/9/10 Jun 13 Epping MRC Expo Thornleigh   Kid's Scenery Clinic 

16 Jun 13 Gerry Hopkins MMR Narara 12.00 noon HO USA 

06 Jul 13 Live Auc0on Epping 10.00 am Pre-Estate Sale 

Aug 13 Model Expo Broadmeadow   Kid's Scenery Clinic 

10 Aug 13 Erik Benne( Bayview 2.00 pm HO Union Pacific 

14 Sep 13 Trevor James Mandalong 12.00 noon N UP/SP 

21/22 Sep 13 NMRA Conven4on Canberra     

5/6/7 Oct 13 AMRA Expo Liverpool   Kid's Scenery Clinic 

12 Oct 13 The Western Line Brewongle 11.00 am HO NSW 

09 Nov 13 Robert Lewis Campbelltown 12.00 pm HO USA 

14 Dec 13 Christmas Party TBA     

 

Our	2013	Programme	

In the coming year we have layout visits, prototype visits and pure fun days and some of the mee0ngs are on a 

Sunday – for those who work on Saturday.  

The Australian railway organisations conduct conferences and equipment exhibitions. There are 
some where the public is welcome to check out the trade exhibits.  

The following is advance notice for some of these events.   

• AusRail 2012 Conference and Trade Exhibition at Canberra National Convention Centre on 
27-28 November 2013 

•  RTAA/RailCorp Field Day at Clyde railway sidings on 27-28 February 2013 

•  AusRail 2013 Conference and Trade Exhibition at Darling Harbour Convention Centre on 26-
28 November 2013  

 

Prototype	Activities	in	2013		

The End 


