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Welcome to this edi on of The Extra.  

This is our first issue for 2014.  I trust 

all of our readers had a great Christ-

mas and you are all looking forward 

to a fantas c year for 2014.   

Like all editors, I am always seeking contribu ons for 

The Extra  so please pass contribu ons to me at 

mee ngs or email them to me  at: 

dohearn@internode.on.net   

All contribu ons will be gratefully accepted. 

     -by David O’Hearn 
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From	the	Editor...	

	

January	2014	Meeting	

	

Next	Few	Meetings		
Our next few mee ngs for early 2014 will be: 

 

February Mee�ng— On 8 February 2014, Don Davis will 

host the mee ng at 5 Wake Place, Kings Park. Don is s ll 

building the layout so we will have some short clinics in 

the big garage area. If you have not previously given a 

clinic, consider doing one at Don’s place. Just contact 

Gerry Hopkins and offer your services. 

Note: The proposed mee ng at the Brewongle Layout 

near Bathurst has been deferred to later in the year 

when it is cooler weather. 

March Mee�ng—On 8 March 2014, Kelly Loyd MMR will 

host the mee ng at  27 Whitehaven Drive, Lakelands 

(near Newcastle). 

April Mee�ng—on 12 April 2014, Ken Scales MMR will 

host the mee ng at 4 The Circuit, Blue Haven. 

Other	Events:	
♦ Forestville Model Railway Exhibi on is on 1-2 

March 2014, Cnr Warringah Rd and Starkey St, 

Forestville. 

♦ O Scale Expo at Casula Powerhouse, 9:00am to 

4:00pm on 1 March 2014 followed by Thirlmere 

Fes val of Steam on Sunday, 2 March 2014. 

	

Division	Seven	Roles	

On 11 January 2014, Michael Flack will host a final op-

portunity to view the Smugglers Cove layout at his 

place at 14 Dawson Street, Epping. Due to limited park-

ing, this will be a “driB in/driB out” mee ng from 10 am 

to 5 pm. This will be your only chance to see the new 

third module of Smuggler’s Cove before the layout gets 

packed and shipped to the USA. Visi ng this layout is a 

“must do” as it will be a long  me before the likes of 

this layout reappears on the model circuit. 

Some pictures of this new module are contained else-

where in this edi on of The Extra. 
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The Div 7 Christmas Party was held at the 

Berowra Waters Inn Restaurant which is situat-

ed in a beau ful liHle river valley on a tributary 

of the Hawkesbury River. 76 people aHended 

on a beau ful summer’s day. We had our own 

sec on of the restaurant so we could mingle 

and catch up with friends and their partners. 

Again, a fantas c seafood buffet was provided 

that was enjoyed by all. 

As the lunch was seHling, Gerry ran a trivia quiz 

amongst the tables with some of the trivia 

ques ons related to trains but many ques ons 

were related to current events. It was surprising 

how quickly we all forget recent events!! 

Gerry also presented the Hopkins-Bone Award 

to Paul Morrant for his excep onal efforts with 

the kids scenery clinic, his librarian ac vi es 

and his role as an ac ve ARC CommiHee Mem-

ber. Achievement Awards were presented to 

Rowan Mangion (Electrical) and Philip Anderson 

(Associa on Official). 

Although there was no formal modelling com-

pe  on, Sowerby Smith and Warren Wormald 

brought along some nice models for display.  

 

December— 

Division	Seven	Meeting	

Reports	

Christmas Party at 

Berowra Waters 

Ken Scales, AR President, welcoming everyone 

Everyone enjoying themselves 

The great buffet line up! 
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More Christmas Party 

photos 

Paul Morrant showing off his Hopkins-Bones 

Award 

Sowerby Smiths model structure 

Happy diners enjoying the day 

Interes�ng Narrow 

Gauge Movement 
The following photos show the delivery of new 

narrow gauge locomo ves for Brazil’s narrow 

gauge railways. 
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The following points are based on a presenta on given 

by Gary Saxton at the NMRA Na onal Conven on in 

Sacramento in 2011. 

 

MicrosoB excel is a soBware package that most of us 

have seen and used for simple accoun ng and data-

base ac vi es. It can also be a useful tool for model 

railroaders. Examples of things that we can use excel 

for include: 

 

• Timetables and String Diagrams 

• Track Schema cs 

• Trestle and Bridge Plans 

• Trestle Drawings 

• Bridge Drawings  

• Probability Cards (Chance & Community Chest) 

• Page and Cell FormaQng 

• Layout Design & Op miza on 

• Detailed 2D Buildings (like paper Paper Doll style 

models) 

• Opera ons (Calculate and Charts) 

• Time Tables 

• String Diagrams (Distance vs. Time Plot) 

• Layout Schema cs  

• Town Schema cs 

• Text FormaQng: 

• Sta on Names 

• Situa on Cards 

• Labels 

• Track Names 

• FormaQng and “Word Processing” 

• Car Numbers 

• Sta on Names  

• Car Numbering 

• Sheet and Cell FormaQng 

• Layout Design: 

• Op miza on 

• Room layout for reloca on 

• Small features and layout math  

 

I hear you say that this is an impressive list but how do 

you use excel if  all your excel spreadsheet experience 

is just lists of accoun ng data. 

The answer is to use google for help. Taking the first 

dot point as an example, I typed “excel train scheduling 

	

Excel—a	great	

modelling	tool	

string diagrams” into the Google search engine and it 

came up with about five and a half million results. The 

second result on the search list was an excellent ar cle 

by  Bob Reid that explains how to use excel to create 

the lines to make the diagram.  

Bob advises selec ng the “Insert” tab, then select 

“ScaHer” from the drop down menu then select the 

diagram that has the straight lines in it. This provides 

an empty chart.  

So in order to create this chart the first thing you need 

to do is prepare a  metable. How to do this is beyond 

the scope of this discussion however I will give you 

some hints on how I did mine below. You also need to 

convert the  me for each train in your  metable to a 

24 hour format and you will need both an arrival  me 

and a departure  me for each sta on. If the train 

doesn’t stop the two  mes will be the same for that 

train for that sta on. In addi on you need to use the 

CUMULATIVE distance between each sta on on your 

 metable as the other data point. Think of this as cal-

cula ng mile posts for your layout. This can be as sim-

ple as taking a tape measure and star ng with your 

origina on point, recording the distance to each sta-

 on and then adding the value to the cumula ve dis-

tance for the previous sta on. You should wind up with 

a value in feet from the star ng point (0’)plus the inter-

vening trackage to each sta on and winding up with 

the total length of the railroad in feet. The chart 

doesn’t actually care what these values are so they can 

be actual feet or smiles or a guess mate or if you don’t 

really care about accuracy you can simply number the 

sta ons. You then enter the points as the data values 

for each train into the SCATTER chart (also known as an 

X Y Diagram) and a string chart emerges (right click on 

the empty chart then leB click on “select data”). Each 

train has a unique name or number you use to iden fy 

the data set and a unique set of  mes but each train 

will use the same distance values. If you make up a 

spread sheet table with your values in it you can just 

select them and the cell references will populate the 

select data screen. Use the “add” buHon to bring up a 

new data screen for each train.  

Look up the ar cle and enjoy excel!! 

      - David O’Hearn  


