
 

 

The  

Extra 

Division Seven 

Newsleer 

Superintendent  Les Fowler 

Treasurer   Sam Mangion MMR 

Hospitality Manager Jack Parker 

Editor    David O’Hearn 

Presenta"on Manager John Sterland 

Moose Wrangler  Paul Morrant MMR 

Welcome to the October edi"on of 

The Extra for 2014. 

How is your modelling progressing? 

Spring has definitely sprung with the 

days ge/ng warmer so now is the 

"me to get into those unfinished projects. The warmer 

weather makes pain"ng and especially airbrushing 

easier. Get into those projects and enjoy!  

Like all editors, I am always seeking contribu"ons for 

The Extra  so please pass contribu"ons to me at 

mee"ngs or email them to me  at: 

dohearn@internode.on.net   

All contribu"ons will be gratefully accepted. 

     -by David O’Hearn 

Volume	3,	Issue		10		11	October	2014	

	

From	the	Editor...	

	

October	2014	Meeting	

	

Next	Few	Meetings		
Our next few mee"ngs for 2014 will be: 

 

November Mee�ng—On 8 November 2014, the mee"ng 

will be an all-day event hosted by the Southern High-

lands Model Railway Club.  The morning session from 10 

am to 12 noon will be at 1 Sheaffe St, East Bowral, 2576. 

An interes"ng ar"cle of the layout being visited is at 

page 3 of this issue. The aCernoon session  will be from 1 

pm to 3 pm with the mee"ng commencing at 2 pm. The 

aCernoon session will be at the club rooms at the Gang-

ers Shed in the Railway Compound, Erith Street, Bun-

danoon. The southern entrance to the shed is directly 

opposite 32 Erith Street. The northern entrance may be 

opened up for overflow parking.  

December Mee�ng—Our Christmas Party on 13 Decem-

ber 2014 at the Waterview Restaurant at Berowra Wa-

ters commencing at 12 noon. Tickets are $55 per person 

and they are available from Les Fowler or they can be 

purchased at the sign in table at our October and No-

vember monthly mee"ngs. See the poster on page 4 for 

more details. 

Our first mee"ng for January 2015 is s"ll to be deter-

mined and should be advised in the November issue of 

The Extra. 

 

Other	Events:	
♦ New England Conven"on on 15 and 16 November 

2014 at Armidale Bowling Club. Contact Warren 

Herbert on (02) 6732 5711 for more info. 

	

Division	Seven	Roles	

On 11 October 2014 at David Howarth’s layout room at 

Uralla Road, Dural. Look for the property with the rail-

way gates. David is building a magnificent O scale layout 

based on a US mainline prototype and including a small 

logging branch. As David is providing a BBQ lunch, 

please contact Gerry Hopkins if you plan on aJending as 

Gerry is consolida"ng numbers for catering purposes. At 

9 September, Gerry had 71 names on the list. Also, bring 

a fold up lawn chair as there is limited sea"ng. 
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On a beau"ful day in September we went to the home 

of Beryl Quince, the wife of the late Vic Quince in Gran-

ville, Sydney. Beryl has kept the layout intact and oper-

a"onal with the help of Vic’s long "me friend Ken 

Scales MMR. 

 

The usual early arrivals were wai"ng for the hoards to 

descend. 

 

The tea/coffee was ready, the sunshades were up and 

the seats ready. 

 

The layout depicts an area in NSW with both steam and 

deseasels. The layout runs under DC control and fea-

tures a large round house and beau"ful vistas. 

 

At the more formal part of the mee"ng, John S"rling 

(Display Manager) and Paul Morrant MMR (Moose 

Wrangler) showed the aJendees the plaques they re-

ceived at the Newcastle Expo for “Best Display” with 

the Kid’s Clinic and Galloping Moose. Congratula"ons 

to both for their award and big thanks for their working 

in preparing it all. 

 

The masses were reminded of the upcoming Conven-

"on on the Gold Coast and were all wished a pleasant 

trip. 

 

Our new Divisional Superman gave the details of the 

next mee"ng at the layout of David Howarth MMR. 

Les also thanked the hostess for opening her home and 

the layout room and presented her with the relevant 

plaque. 

-   Gerry Hopkins 

 

September—Beryl 

Quince 

Division	Seven	Meeting	

Reports	
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This is a map showing all the sta"ons of the railway 

and how they connect with each other. Not every sta-

"on has its own control panel as you will find out by 

con"nuing reading. On this map you can trace the 

main routes that run on the layout but we’ll get to 

that later. Below are 16 lessons, outlining each of the 

16 main control panels. 

The Map on the next page shows what Bri"sh Railways 

looks like in 1962. The lines shown in Black represent 

those modeled on the layout.  

Here are 
the links 
to some 
video's of 
the rail-
way:  

Intro vid-

eo 

hJps://

drive.google.com/file/d/0B9G8Gc4JuFnUkZjc0VyT1phMzA/

edit?usp=sharing 

Cambrian Coast Express 

hJps://drive.google.com/file/

d/0B9G8Gc4JuFnenJIZ25Fb0RnN2M/edit?usp=sharing  

Bris�al Midland 

hJps://drive.google.com/file/

d/0B9G8Gc4JuFnV0RWem9iRV9WWXc/edit?usp=sharing 

Gosport 

hJps://drive.google.com/file/

d/0B9G8Gc4JuFnX3o4WDVKeEJDV0U/edit?usp=sharing 

- Lachlan McGuire 

Banbury Connec�ons—

East Bowral  
Welcome to Banbury connec"ons.  Banbury connec-

"ons is a large Bri"sh outlying 00 gauge model railway 

with a strong emphasis on opera"on. It is generally set 

in 1962, the change over from steam to diesel. The lay-

out measures 7m x 12m and features 27 sta"ons rep-

resen"ng a cross sec"on of great western railway and 

great central. In addi"on, there is a southern orientat-

ed country route from Banbury to Gosport, and a route 

from bristal to lemington spa and Birmingham ,which 

also features some London midland trains. Despite the 

layouts size, there is not con"nues circuit. The first 

main route is Marylebone (London) to the northwest 

via Birmingham , this ends in 8 storage loops, repre-

sen"ng Manchester, Chester and points beyond. A 

branch is modeled to aberystwyth and Pwllhelli. 

The second main route is the great central, which di-

verges at Banbury for Rugby, Leicester, No/ngham, 

Sheffield, and onto Manchester and Bradford with a 

branch to Cleethorps. 

The south coast branch, joins at Banbury , with through 

trains to Bradford and Birkenhead. Just to make it 

more interes"ng, there is a double track route to Bir-

mingham, with connec"ons to the great central via 

two delta, that is, 3 way junc"ons either side of Lem-

mington spa. Apart from the Gosport tramway , the 

railway has 112 locos, about 150 carriages and 350 

wagons in general use when opera"ng in 1962. These 

are controlled by conven"onal DC switches, with 16 

main panels, the layout works best with 4-6 operators 

but can be handled on a sequen"al basis with just one. 

This manual aims to help people get acquainted with 

the railway and all of its features, including step by 
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From the Division 7   

Superintendent’s Desk 

 

Our September mee"ng was hosted by Beryl Quince. 

This was the first "me that Vic Quince’s layout has 

been viewed since Vic’s passing. Beryl allowed the lay-

out to be viewed. Ken Scales and Beryl spent  some 

"me in just cleaning & dus"ng the layout which per-

form flawlessly during the aCernoon.  

The long weekend in October is the AMRA NSW show 

at Liverpool. The NMRA is represented by having  the 

Charging Moose on display.  

Details of our Christmas func"on are shown in the 

poster and sample menu opposite. 

- Les Fowler 

When cultural icons 

collide... 
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 Regional Conven�on 

on the Gold Coast 
It was good to see a turnout of 81 members and 10 

non NMRA members aJend the NMRA regional con-

ven"on at the Helensvale Cultural and Community 

Centre. 

 

During the conven"on we have handed out applica"on 

forms to 6 of the 10 non NMRA members with a com-

mitment from each to join. 

 

We had 18 clinics presented in 7 clinic sessions over 

the day and a half. The clinic notes were provided to 

the delegates on USB s"ck supplied by Gold Coast light 

rail and in a hardcopy included in the show bag. 

 

The main hall contained the layouts “Coorparoo, Esk & 

Wayne Branch” as well as the traders “ Gwydir Valley 

Hobbies, Wuiske Models and AR Kits”. 

 

Sideshow alley consisted of Laurie McLean with his 

amazing anima"ons, Gerry Hopkins with an ongoing 

JMRI clinic, and Bob Claydon with a con"nual 3D 

prin"ng demo. 

 

The Saturday evening dinner was held at the 

Helensvale Golf Club with the aCer dinner speaker giv-

ing us an insight into the old Gold Coast rail line which 

was removed in 1963 and we are now rebuilding. 

 

The Sunday comprised of two clinic sessions in the 

morning then the self drive layout tour. The layout 

tour included 8 different loca"ons as well as the Gold 

Coast Light Rail workshops. 

 

- Martyn Jenkins 

AMRA Liverpool  

Exhibi�on 

On the long weekend of 4 to 6 October, Paul Morrant 

and a small crew took the Charging Moose layout to 

the annual AMRA Exhibi"on at Liverpool. 

As usual, the layout aJracted a lot of aJen"on and 

the crew were always willing and able to answer ques-

"ons from the admiring public. Paul also wrangled at 

least one poten"al “new recruit” over the weekend. 

Here are some photos of the crew hard at work on the 

Sunday. 

- David O’Hearn 

 



Volume 3, Issue 10 The Extra   October 2014

  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6 

Colin Hussey’s  

Locomo�ves in the Depot 

(Con�nued stories from last month) 

and to ensure it was placed under a bin that had the 

best quality coal.  

Another sign could be. NC/KD/TU/SP. This meant, No 

Coal/ Knock Down/Tone Up/ Spray Pit. The direc"ons 

show that the engine was to go straight to the ash 

road, have the fire dropped, and then placed on the 

spray pit to be cleaned as it was to go into Tone Up 

repairs. Other codes included in the same order, OH/

LES,/CH/ these meant aCer the NC/KD the engine was 

going for an Overhaul, at either, LES, Eveleigh, or CH 

Chullora, aCer they were spray cleaned the engines 

would be hauled dead to the workshops. 

When the engines were completely de-ashed it was 

made certain that the boiler was at least half full of 

water, and there was sufficient steam leC to get the 

engine from the pit, into the roundhouse, onto the T/

T then into a stall road. placed in their stall roads. The 

person performing this work, then had to secure then 

engine by applying the hand brake as well as placing 

wooden chocks under the engine to stop it moving. As 

men"oned the water had to be at least half way in the 

gauge glass, lubricator turned off, air pump turned off, 

open the fire hole door, and then to open the smoke 

box door. He then proceeded to the chargeman’s 

office where an engine record book was leC, in this 

book was entered, the person’s name, shed number 

and road number then engine was leC in, and any 

comments, such as the amount of coal etc, or if re-

pairs were needed he went to the fiJers office and 

noted those repairs in the book there, filling in similar 

details, such as shed and road number.  

Sunday nights was an extremely dirty night, as week-

end traffic was primarily in the hands of diesels, aCer 

around lunch "me on Saturdays, as each of the main 

yards closed down un"l back shiC on Sunday nights.   

All engines, were brought into the depot and stabled 

by the incoming crew on the appropriately named In-

coming Inspec"on road, which was on the roundhouse 

side of main depot arrival road. The incoming crew 

had to secure the engine on the pit, with hand brake, 

but leave the air pump turned on, engines of local 

workings were to be fully watered on the arrival road, 

or more oCen than not out in the yard, the fireman 

packed up and took the engine kit to the store and the 

driver reported any repairs that they had encountered 

in the incoming engine repair book.  

At the arrival road, 

there was a Leading 

hand fiJer, whose 

job it was to do a 

thorough visual in-

spec"on of all the 

locomo"ves, both at 

ground level as well as going down under the engine 

and tender to check all was ok there, before allowing 

the engine to go to the coal stage. The fiJer had a 

young assistant, called shop boy, who obtained the 

name of the incoming driver, what train it was off, and 

what "me booked on the pit, and he reported these 

detail to the inside chargeman, who gave him instruc-

"ons for the service required for that engine. EG on 

the cab side may be the following wriJen in Chalk. C/ 

B/1/Sth. That meant for the engine turner and fuel 

men the following Coal/ Bank fire/ place in 1 Shed/ 

Next train is South. The significance of the Sth was to 

ensure the tender was filled to maximum with coal, 
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Colin Hussey’s  

Memoirs (Con�nued) 

shavings pit, fill the barrow up, and go down to the 

engine. At the engine, you would shovel the whole 

barrow full onto the cab floor, using buckets to trans-

fer them. The shavings would be "pped out of the 

bucket onto the shovelling plate where it was trans-

ferred to the firebox. As one learnt, prior to leaving 

the cab, we would crack open the blower.  

Usually we would get 5 engines done before "me for 

a short break, and then into it again, all the while 

watching each engine for signs of steam. As engines 

gained steam, the blower being turned on, cleared up 

the smoke from 

the cab as well as 

away from the 

smokebox door, 

thus we were 

able to shut the 

smokebox door, 

this helped in the 

raising of steam and certainly for a beJer breathing 

area, as well as being able to see a bit clearer. The first 

shiC 1400 was the worst, as one had to be a qualified 

as a fireman for the light up as it was mad un"l the 

next set turned up at 1500 and then more at 1600. 

The 1500 and 1600 shiC had 2 starters or at least ros-

tered, and their job was to primarily do the actual 

cleaning, although one was qualified and one was not. 

Thus at 1600 we usually had 4 qualified and 2 non-

qualified trainee enginemen. 

We all worked 8 hour shiCs, and our "me sheets had 

to have the work wriJen on it what we had done, 

along with the number of the locomo"ve, each job 

had an allocated "me span, some"me generous, oth-

er "mes not, we had to fill it in, and the shed charge-

man had to sign it. I cannot remember the "me alloca-

"on for the ligh"ng up, but it was around the 40 

minutes each, thus we had to do 12 engines a shiC, 

and once the last one had made steam, and all was 

ok, should we have a good chargeman on duty, we 

could usually get an early mark of around an hour, 

helped me heaps as it meant I could catch the last bus 

from ParramaJa sta"on to home at night, from the 

1400 shiC, otherwise it was a 6 mile walk.  

 

(to be con�nued: Next month back on the  road) 

As engines came into the depot from Friday evening, if 

not required un"l the Sunday evening or later they 

were coaled, sanded and had the fire knocked out 

completely and then lit up again beginning Sunday 

aCernoon. The engines were dead cold and were al-

lowed several hours to slowly raise steam in order to 

avoid swea"ng the boiler, which could cause problems 

for the engines. Thus the pawl of acrid smoke would 

bellow out of each engine as they were lit up. The sur-

rounding suburbs would be covered by this smoke, 

and the wives around knew when to get their washing 

in off the lines. 

The smoke was worse in the depot, as engines when 

lit up had the firebox covered with a layer of coal, then 

a layer of wood shavings soaked in dieseline were 

placed over the en"re bed 

of coal, finally with the last 

shovel full of shavings 

si/ng on the shovel blade, 

it was set alight, and once 

the shavings had com-

pletely taken, the shavings were then sent into the 

box, you had to watch to ensure the shavings stayed 

alight. As the lit shavings took hold over the firebox 

and gradually the coal also started to burn, thick 

brown smoke oozed out of the firebox into the cab, as 

well as through the funnel and open smokebox door. 

It was not uncommon to have more than 50 engines lit 

up from Sunday aCernoon un"l early Monday morn-

ing. Arriving for work at 1400 on a Sunday aCernoon, 

one would find every road in 1 shed full, most roads in 

2 shed, as well as 3 shed would have more than half 

the area full of serviceable engines.. A list would be 

handed to you by the chargeman of engines to be lit 

up by the cleaners, (the firelighter got his own)., the 

list was based on the priority of them to be lit up and 

when they were due out of the depot.  

We were assigned these jobs and worked in pairs, al-

terna"ng in the duty, one would go to the engine and 

start the coaling process, whilst the other would get a 

wheelbarrow, two buckets and a flare lamp, go to the 


