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Welcome to this edi on of The Extra.  

This is our second issue for 2014.  I 

trust all of our readers had a great 

Summer break and you are now busy 

with all the normal ac vi es of daily 

life.   

Like all editors, I am always seeking contribu ons for 

The Extra  so please pass contribu ons to me at 

mee ngs or email them to me  at: 

dohearn@internode.on.net   

All contribu ons will be gratefully accepted. 

     -by David O’Hearn 
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From	the	Editor...	

	

February	2014	Meeting	

	

Next	Few	Meetings		
Our next few mee ngs for early 2014 will be: 

 

March Mee�ng—On 8 March 2014, Kelly Loyd MMR will 

host the mee ng at  27 Whitehaven Drive, Lakelands 

(near Newcastle). 

April Mee�ng—on 12 April 2014, Ken Scales MMR will 

host the mee ng at 4 The Circuit, Blue Haven. 

May Mee�ng—On 10 May at John Brown’s place at 7 

Almond Street,  Denman in the Hunter Valley. John is a 

fantas c modeller and this mee ng should not be 

missed. John has a HO NSW layout based on the “great 

northern” line around Muswellbrook area.  It may be a 

bit of a commute from Sydney but car-pool or bring “She 

that must be obeyed” and make a weekend of it. 

Other	Events:	
♦ Forestville Model Railway Exhibi on is on 1-2 

March 2014, Cnr Warringah Rd and Starkey St, 

Forestville. 

♦ O Scale Expo at Casula Powerhouse, 9:00am to 

4:00pm on 1 March 2014 followed by Thirlmere 

Fes val of Steam on Sunday, 2 March 2014. 

	

Division	Seven	Roles	

On 8 February 2014, Don Davis will host the mee ng at 

5 Wake Place, Kings Park. Don is s ll building the layout 

so we will have some short clinics in the big garage ar-

ea. Topics will be: 

Warren Wormald - - clinic on making HO Pallets.  

Steve Magee - - "Glued Track Engineering by Messrs Bond-

crete and Abelflex"  

Gerry Hopkins MMR - - Modelling "Main Street" Oz & USA  

Sam Mangion MMR - - Making Detail Molds  

Steve PeGt MMR - - Weathering - rolling stock / mo ve pow-

er / track  

David O'Hearn - - Eyesight, Ageing and the Modeller  

John Dever - - Hints on Building a Helix  

Don Davis - - "Trees - never enough" 

Michael NoJ - - full baJery power, and wireless, for smaller 

scales 

John Montgomery - - Jigs, Jigs, Jigs (not the dancing kind) 
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The January 2014 mee ng was somewhat 

different in that it was a “driM in / driM out 

mee ng hosted my Michael Flack. The street 

where Michael lives has limited parking so the 

rolling format allowed people to come and go 

throughout the day without crea ng a parking 

boJleneck. 

Michael has completed the third “town” mod-

ule for Smugglers Cove and he had the com-

plete layout on display and opera ng. 

Over 73 members and visitors aJended 

Michael’s place and took the opportunity to see 

the wonderful layout before it is packed and 

shipped to the USA for exhibi ng in the model 

railroad museum being created at Sacramento. 

As well as the visitors, Jill NoJ and a number of 

modellers who had worked with Geoff were 

present on the day. In addi on to Michael 

Flack, there was John Montgomery and Ray 

Walters present when I dropped in during mid-

morning on the Saturday. 

The following photos show some of the admir-

ers of the great layout. 

- David O’Hearn 

January — 

Division	Seven	Meeting	

Reports	

Smugglers Cove Jill No, John Montgomery, Gerry Hopkins 

and Rowan Mangion 

Everyone enjoying themselves 

People admiring Smugglers Cove 
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When working on a model,  it is oMen hard to keep 

hands from bumping or damaging the model. Using 

a foam cradle some mes helps but if decals or paint 

is soM, you can s ll risk damaging your great work. 

The solu on is so simple.  

Take a  piece of  mber say 19mm x 89mm x 

300mm. Cut up an old wire coathanger (like you get 

from the  Dry Cleaners) or some 1/16inch piano 

wire into two lengths of about 110mm and put a ‘Z’ 

bend in each wire.  

Drill holes in the  mber and insert the wires. The 

other end of the wires go into the bogie moun ng 

holes on the wagon. The wires can rotate in the 

block of wood to allow adjustment for different 

length wagons. 

Below are some photos of the wagon holder in use. 

As you can see, you can easily move the model and 

work on it by handling the block of wood. 

- David O’Hearn 

Handy Hint 
Train Vs Logging Truck 
CN train that hit a log truck on the ReddiJ sub 

(between Winnipeg MB and Sioux Lookout ON) at 

Sunstrum , ON (mile 38). Lead unit was the 5146 a 

GMDL SD40. Seeing the truck on the crossing before 

hiGng it with the train, the engineer hit the deck be-

low the window level and the head end brakeman 

ducked down behind the wall and door under the 

middle windows, that leads down to the toilet. Both 

made it out alive. Anywhere there was glass, the pulp 

logs loaded cross wise on the truck, penetrated into 

the cab including through the number boards. 
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In 2015 the NMRA Na onal Conven on will be in Port-

land, Oregon on the mouth of the Columbia River.  Be-

ing on the west coast, it is easier travel for us Aussies. 

To give you a feel of what to expect, the following re-

port by Gerry Hopkins describes his experience at the 

2004 conven on at SeaJle (which is near Portland). 

 

The conven on has numerous tours organized. On the 

4
th

 July holiday we were on the Talgo trip to Vancouver 

(Canada) to do the layout tour in the suburbs. This was 

a great way to 

see Puget 

Sounds, plus an 

aircraM carrier 

and submarine 

‘just cruising’. 

When the few of 

us on the trip 

(200 members) 

arrived in Van-

couver, we were 

met by a fleet of buses that took us on various tours. 

The layouts visited were great and the short tour of 

Vancouver was well worth the trip. It was aMer dusk for 

the return trip and we saw many fireworks displays at 

the towns on the way back to SeaJle.  

 
Our second ou ng was to the Mt Rainier Scenic Rail-

road on the Wednesday. Four coach loads of eager rail-

fans made the trip through the  mber of the foothills. 

Before we boarded the coaches we were told that 

there were a number of cab rides available that day. 

These were auc oned off to the members. They sold 

for $US110 to $140 – there were 12 takers at these 

prices. Our train was hauled by 3 locos, A Heisler, Cli-

max and logging 2-6-2 saddletank loco. There were a 

few run bys and a few trestle bridges to cross. At the 

end of the outward trip the locos were removed and 

ran off for refreshments. There were a number of large 

sta on wagons at this stop and lunch and drinks were 

brought to those on the train. Many photos and much 

video were taken on the return trip.  

 
As a member of the OP SIG I had a few extra benefits, I 

manned the SIG room for a few hours and met many 

people. I also had two opera ng sessions – 3 hours on 

Paul Scoles MMR’s layout Pelican Bay Railway & Navi-

ga on Co. a beau ful Sn3 layout. The other layout was 

HO, based in the northwest of Washington in the 50’s. 

Our crew consisted of four operators, I drove the train; 

one guy did the turnout throwing, uncoupling and con-

tacted the dispatcher by radio for clearance to the 

mainline; another located the cars on the branch and 

in our interchange yard: the forth guy did the paper-

work, he said which cars went where and what had to 

be picked up. 3.5 hours non stop – it was great. 

 

At the end of the week I picked up the hire car and on 

the Sunday we drove along Hwy 2 over Steven’s Pass to 

Spokane for the Great Northern Historical Society Con-

ven on. The trip out was totally different to what I ex-

pected. High mountains covered in pine trees, deep 

gorges that appeared from nowhere, high desert and 

rolling wheat fields – in just the first few hours! 

The conven on was great, there were good clinics and 

presenta ons all about the Great Northern. There were 

trips to different places of interest. First trip was to a 

couple of BNSF yards. The railroad PR people were very 

helpful and we had a live demo of radio control switch-

ing. With a small box around his waist the switchmen – 

driver - radioman controlled the GP in our end of the 

yard – there was no display on the throJle box! 

AMer visi ng a few yards and Private Cars we were tak-

en to the art gallery complex. Our lunch was all laid out 

and we sat outside in some great 

weather. AMer lunch we went into one of the theatres 

and were given a presenta on by people from BNSF 

about the building of the Hauser Refueling Facility.  

The next day we were on the coaches to Hauser in Ida-

ho to see the new fuel facility – so new they were bal-

las ng the track while we were there.  

The facility had taken 7 years to build (you know what 

councils are like) and was due to open in 4 weeks. They 

can refuel 5 locos while s ll aJached to the train in 30 

minute – that’s fuel, sand, and water for each loco. 

They can do two trains at the same  me. One of  the 

presenters, Bob Downey, at the conven on had orga-

nized the visit. He was the last CEO of the Great North-

NMRA	National	Con-

ventions—Portland	in	

2015	
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ern, a Director of BN for a number of years and at the 

age of 94 could give a good presenta on without 

notes. We leM Hauser and returned to the show 

grounds in Spokane where a big ranch style lunch had 

been prepared under canvas as the weather was 

geGng a liJle warm, staying in the low 90’s. Along side 

our lunch area was the museum for the “Inland Empire 

Railroad”. There was a UP 2-6-2 and an NP F7 along 

with assorted cabooses, passenger cars and a ‘big 

hook’.  

The layout tour was as good as any in SeaJle and we 

had more  me to view each of the layouts. 

We leM Spokane on Thursday morning and headed for 

Glacier NP. Then we round into southern Idaho.   

We came across a Tourist line called “The Thunder 

Mountain Line”. At one end of the line they had 2 x F7 

leJered for Idaho Northern & Pacific in beau ful condi-

 on, they were at the head of a 6 car passenger train 

that looked as though it was set up as tour and dine 

train. Our trip took us up the same valley as the line for 

about 40 miles of terrific scenery. At the other end of 

the line there was another train similar to the first but 

this one had a GP9 on one end and an F7 on the other. 

These trains only run on Sundays so we did not see 

them run. 

Another stop was at Maxwell Siding. Here we found 

two snowplows and some assorted rolling stock. The 

ploughs were labeled for UP, one was the last steam 

plough built and had a 3 cylinder Shay engine to power 

the blades. The other was originally a diesel plow but 

the engine had been removed and a trac on motor 

setup in its place. The guys started the plow for me to 

video tape, picture this – an Australian standing in the 

sun at 102F videotaping a snowplow with its blade 

spinning  - in the middle of July!! Someone was mad, 

but, it was cooler outside the plow.  

 
We passed a number of UPSP trains along the Colom-

bia River and we stopped at the Mt Hood Scenic Rail-

road. This line is powered by 3 GP9’s. One was leaving 

with a load of passengers as we arrived. One of the 

locos stood in a siding along side the sta on, just idling 

peacefully. The guy said they were going to put the 

loco on the passenger train as the loco they used the 

day before had lost its dynamic brakes in a ball of 

flames on its last run.  

We carried on to SeaJle for the last few days. We 

caught a bus into the city and had a look at the space 

needle. A short walk down to the wharf for a spot of 

sight seeing. We fly all those miles and then ride a Mel-

bourne Tram along the waterfront. As we took the 

ride, passing a Russian submarine, on the tracks along-

side us at the same speed was a train pulled by an 

SD70/BNSF, SD70/CSX, and an SD70/demonstrator, 

transferring cars from one yard to another. 

The tram terminates near the main sta on, so being 

me, I went to see if there was anything of interest – the 

American Orient Express was parked at the plaYorm 

one of the cars was a full doom car.  
 

On the bus trip back to the motel we passed over a 

large yard – on one of the tracks a 12 car set of UP pas-

senger cars with 2 locos at the head, but no chance to 

take a photo. 

All the layouts seen on the trip are on DVD,s in the 

NMRA library if you haven’t seen them already. If you 

only do it once – you must visit a Na onal Conven on.  
 

     - Gerry Hopkins  MMR 

Gerry’s	Travel	Log	

(Continued)	
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From  me to  me I get phone calls about DCC, and I 

have no ced that the biggest miss-understandings are 

about Consists. So, I am going to explain as much as 

and as simply as I can all you ever wanted to know 

about consists but were afraid to ask! 

What is a consist? It is when a number of locomo ves 

are connected together and are controlled by one driv-

er – with one throJle. The following informa on covers 

all brands of decoders and all brands of systems. 

There are four types of consist, Basic, Standard 

(some mes referred to as ‘old’?), Advanced & Hybrid.   

The Basic consist has locos using the same decoder 

address. These would typically be an AB set, an ABA 

set, or ABBA set. Many railroads used the same num-

ber on these locos and just added an A,B,D,C, aMer the 

number. Modelers use the Basic consist when the lead 

loco has a normal decoder and the ‘B Unit” has a sound 

decoder. Both decoders respond to the same com-

mand at the same  me. 

The Standard (“Old”) consist is stored in the Command 

Sta on and normally uses the number of the lead loco 

as the consist number.  

• This type of consist does not change any of the 

programming in the decoder. 

• There can be 4 – 8 locos in this consist depending 

on the command system used. 

• The consist address is normally the same as the 

address for the lead loco. 

• Digitrax and Lenz use this as the default type of 

consist. Easydcc uses either. 

• Only the lead loco func ons are ac ve. 

• NCE prefers the Hybrid system 

• All decoders can be used in a Standard consist as 

their program is not changed. 

The Advanced Consist requires changes to the decod-

er. CV19 requires 2 digit number (any number between 

1 and 127 is a 2 digit number).  

• Being a value in the decoder, the consist is porta-

ble – can be moved to other layouts and different 

systems and s ll be in a consist. 

• When using the consist address the loco number 

is inac ve. 

• Some decoders e.g. Tsunami, TCS WOW, allow 

you to program which Func on is ac ve when in 

the consist. Example: the headlight, bell, horn 

and Dynamics on the lead unit and only the dy-

namics on the other units. 

The Advanced consist can be created in either of two 

ways.  

• By entering the 2 digit number directly into CV19, 

if the loco is running backwards in the consist 

add 128 to the number. 

• By following the op ons on the command sta-

 on. 

The Hybrid consist is combina on of Standard & Ad-

vance consis ng as is the preferred method by NCE 

Now for the biggest miss-understanding. If the locos 

are programmed using the “aid” in the command sta-

 on and are removed from the track and possibly tak-

en to different layouts – none of the locos will answer 

to their loco address – not even the lead loco. ALL 

locos must be on the track, on the layout where the 

consist was set up and then have the consist deleted.  

If you know the number of the consist you can re-

move the locos from the track, delete the consist on 

the command sta on, put the locos back on the track 

and they will only answer their consist address. It is 

easy to remove the consist – using ops programming 

(programming on the main) call the loco by its normal 

address and set CV19 to zero. This applies to all sys-

tems. 

Modelers who have regular opera ng sessions and 

use advance consis ng normally use the first 2 digits 

of the lead loco as the consist number. This becomes 

a pseudo standard or reference point among regular 

operators. 

Some decoders do not have Advanced Consist capa-

bili es – some MRC and the 120 series from Digitrax. 

Some Broadway Limited locos need to have a 2 digit 

address before they can be put into an advanced con-

sist, i.e. E7. QSI are working on this problem. 

The moral of the story is, if you take your loco to a 

mates place or the local club and it will not respond 

when you get home – just set CV19 to 0 and it should 

be back to normal. There are pros and cons for all 

forms of consis ng, I use all 3 forms depending on the 

applica on. The one  me you do not use a consist is 

when you are using helper engines on a grade, have 

two drivers who communicate by whistle.  

 

    - by Gerry Hopkins MMR 

Consists	in	DCC	


