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Welcome to this fourth edi on of 

The Extra for 2014. 

April is upon us and I trust you sur-

vived the jokes on 1st April. My local 

hobby shop was not to be outdone 

as they offered 1 to 1 scale models of the Bismarck for 

orders taken on 1 April and they were an cipa ng a 

rush of orders from the compe  ve boat modellers in 

the district. 

Like all editors, I am always seeking contribu ons for 

The Extra  so please pass contribu ons to me at 

mee ngs or email them to me  at: 

dohearn@internode.on.net   

All contribu ons will be gratefully accepted. 

As you can see this month, The Extra is a li6le shorter 

due to an author’s drought. 

     -by David O’Hearn 
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From	the	Editor...	

	

April	2014	Meeting	

	

Next	Few	Meetings		
Our next few mee ngs for 2014 will be: 

 

May Mee�ng—On 10 May at John Brown’s place at 7 

Almond Street,  Denman in the Hunter Valley. John is a 

fantas c modeller and this mee ng should not be 

missed. John has a HO NSW layout based on the “great 

northern” line around Muswellbrook area.  It may be a 

bit of a commute from Sydney but car-pool or bring “She 

that must be obeyed” and make a weekend of it. 

June Mee�ng and AGM—On 14 June 2014 at John 

Montgomery’s place at 8 Lindwall Place, Shalvey. 

July Mee�ng—On 12 July 2014 at Doug Cook’s place at 

41 Mawson Street, Shortland. Doug models the Santa Fe 

and South Pacific Railroad in N scale. 

Other	Events:	
♦ Epping Model Railway Exhibi on at the Brickpit, 

DarAord Road, Thornleigh on the Queens Birthday 

Long Weekend of 7,8 and 9 June 2014. 

♦ The weekend of 26-27 April 2014 will be the last 

opportunity to visit the Brewongle layout as the 

rural property that houses the layout has been 

sold. 

	

Division	Seven	Roles	

On 12 April 2014, Ken Scales MMR will host the mee ng 

at 4 The Circuit, Blue Haven. 

 Ken models the Santa Fe Ontario and Western Railroad 

with a well-sceniced, completed home layout. Ken has 

undertaken a significant upgrade of the layout since the 

last NMRA visit so the layout is worth seeing again. 

Ken is also having a dabble in the “dark side” with con-

struc on of an On30 narrow gauge layout. 
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The March mee ng was held at Kelly Loyd’s place at 

Lakelands near Newcastle. Kelly has a properly op-

era ng CTC panel controlling his layout that makes 

for interes ng and realis c opera on. The following 

photos show parts of the layout and the CTC Des-

patchers posi on. 

During the formal part of the mee ng, Gerry wel-

comed one new member (Richard Bradley) and one 

visitor (Keith Dicks). Gerry advised there were s ll a 

number of places available for those wan ng a last 

visit to the Brewongle layout from 10 am to 4 pm on 

26 and 27 April. 

Gerry presented the Scenery AP and the MMR AP to 

Dennis Clarke. Dennis is now our latest MMR in the 

Division and the 21
st

 MMR in the Australian Region. 

Gerry also offered the Division’s apprecia on to 

John Sterland for running the Kids Scenery Clinic at 

the Forestville Exhibi on and to John Dever for 

looking aJer the hospitality at Division mee ngs 

over the last four years. John will be standing down 

from this role in June and volunteers are being 

called for a new Hospitality Manager. 

Erik Benne6 men oned to members the proposed 

alignment of membership renewals to 1 July each 

year. No one is disadvantaged by this change of re-

newal dates but it will simplify administra on for 

the hardworking Membership Officer. 

Our thanks go to Gianna and the ladies who provid-

ed a lovely aJernoon tea to finish off a great aJer-

noon opera ng Kelly’s railroad.  

-   David O’Hearn 

 

March —Kelly Loyd’s  

Layout 

Division	Seven	Meeting	

Reports	

 

 

Paul Morrant MMR replica�ng a stunned  

mullet as the Yardmaster 

Our Host, Kelly Loyd MMR surveying his  

domain 

Dennis Clarke with his MMR AP Cer�ficate 

while Gerry is searching for divine inspira�on 



Volume 3, Issue 4 The Extra   April 2014

  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3 

Are you having fun? as the stories behind the railroad of our choice. 

When you have worked out which one applies to you, 

you might like to start building a layout to sa sfy your 

needs. There are many things to think about – the era 

you like, is it early steam, transi on – steam/deseasal 

or just modern 

stuff. This is when 

you need to be 

seated, what area 

to model – the 

rolling hills of 

Western Europe, 

east coast Austral-

ia or eastern USA. 

You might like something a li6le more up and down – 

the Austrian/Swiss 

Alps, the Colorado 

Rockies, the Cana-

dian Rockies, the 

Bri sh Isles or just 

any big city. 

Then you can ask 

yourself – “self, 

what are the trains there for?” The main industries 

are things like coal,  mber, ores, produce, livestock, 

people or just general freight. Now, the trains can 

just “flow” through your scenes – a rural sta on 

where your favourite trains can just roll through or 

you can have a main freight interchange with lots of 

rolling stock, a wharf with loading and unloading,  a 

ferry terminal where rolling stock is loaded on barges.  

When you have come close to a decision, you can do 

research on the web or you can look at peoples lay-

out for inspira on – try this web site for a mul tude 

of layouts, plenty of ideas and styles of modelling -    

h6p://www.nmra.org.au/Layout_Tours/

LayoutTours.html every one of them correct. If you 

need a li6le more food for thought then go here 

h6p://www.nmra.org.au/Learning/index.html and go 

through the modules. 

Have I got you thinking yet? I hope so. 

 - Gerry Hopkins MMR 

There are many interpreta ons of “fun” in the model 

railroad hobby. Each one is important to us being 

comfortable and relaxed when “playing trains”. 

Here are just a few: 

Running trains - round & round. Not quite, but more 

a case of watching your favourite train travelling 

through scenic vistas. 

Running trains – 

bringing back mem-

ories of our ill spent 

youth. Many of us 

grew up with steam 

locos and the smell 

of burning coal; and watching those big giants taking 

their loads to distant places. 

Running trains – the one we dreamt about but never 

saw. For many this could be the Orient Express or the 

Rocky Mountaineer. 

Running trains – to a pa6ern to simulate the real 

thing, some mes 

with  metables or 

even using waybills 

to bring an order to 

our play. 

Building trains – 

enjoying the skills 

we have learnt. 

Some of us just like building trains, buildings or vistas. 

Building trains – exact replicas of the original with 

sounds and lights as we remember them.   

Building the scenery – from memory or photos. This 

is 3 dimensional art and can be very sa sfying. 

Collec�ng trains – 

to have the most. 

Collec�ng trains – 

to have a par cular 

‘set’ of locos and 

rolling stock. 

Researching trains – for many different reasons, such 
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The picture below shows what can be done when you 

don’t have space for a full triangle. 

The picture and loca on can be found at Google maps 

at: http://goo.gl/maps/KvAr8  

The loca on is in northern Italy. 

 

John Sterland busy with paperwork while ac�ng 

as Despatcher on Kelly Loyd’s Layout 

Railmotor by Ken Scales 

Do you have space for 

a triangle on your  

layout? 

Is the paperwork ever 

done? 

Stephe Ji6s is the first MMR for the Canberra region 

(Division 2).  The photograph below shows the Div 2 

Super, Viv Brice, presen ng Stephe with his formal 

MMR Cer ficate that has been sent from the USA. This 

presenta on was at the Model Rail Expo at Kaleen on 

29 March 2014. 

- David O’Hearn 

	

First	MMR	for	Div	2	

	

Blast	from	the	past	
 

The late Rodney James’s layout called 

“Wingham”  with the North Coast Express run-

ning through 
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On Saturday the 1
st

 March 2014 a unique O scale Exhi-

bi on was held at Casula Power House Arts Centre. 

It was decided that an Exhibi on would be the best 

way of celebra ng the 10th anniversary of the for-

ma on of the Aus7 Modellers group that a6empts to 

showcase the very best in O-scale modelling. 

 All the 14 or so layouts that were on show were ‘O’ 

scale 1:43.5 or 1:48, either standard or narrow gauge. 

The quality and presenta on was of a very high stand-

ard with no less than ten of the layout making their 

first public appearance.   

A total of six suppliers / manufactures were also pre-

sent, along with three leading modellers doing one-on-

one clinics and dioramas presenta on. 

The list of layouts, their builders, and the scale/gauge 

they are constructed in is as follows. As well as the pro-

totype. 

• Morpeth --- Trevor Hodges --- 1: 43.5 (7mm = 

12’’) NSWGR  

• East Maitland --- Ron Fox ---- 1: 43.5 (7mm = 12’’) 

NSWGR 

• Spicers Creek --- Gary Spencer Salt --- 1: 43.5 

(7mm = 12’’) NSWGR 

• Bellthorpe --- Peter Krause --- On3.5/) n42 (1; 48 

scale + 12’’) QGR 

• Western Front 1917 --- David Low --- On2 (60 cm 

Narrow gauge) 

• Didley --- David Lord --- 1; 43.5 (7mm = 12’’) UK 

• Malcolm & Moore --- Bruce Wood --- O 16.5 

(On30) Aust. Freelance 

• Toronto --- Stephen Reynolds --- 1: 43.5 (7 mm = 

12’’) NSWGR 

• Toorong --- Prof Klyzir --- O 16.5 (On30) NSWGR 

Freelance. 

• Valley Heights --- John Parker --- 1: 43.5 (7mm 

=12’’) NSWGR 

• Microlayouts ---Geoff Po6er --- 1:48 On18 & 

On30 Freelance 

• Diggers Bend --- Dan Pickard --- 1:48 On30 Free-

lance 

• Lizard Ridge --- Chris Lord --- 1:48 On30 NSWGR 

Freelance 

• Corrimal Colliery Incline --- John Garaty 1:43.5 

(7mm =12’’) Industrial NG 

Although a very wet weekend the venue and organis-

ing  all went well to help us celebrate our 10
th

 anniver-

sary of the Aus7 Modellers Group.  

The following pages show some of the layouts at the O 

Scale Expo. These photos were provided by Chris Lord. 

-   Stephen Reynolds 

 

O Scale Expo Report 

“Toronto” by Stephen Reynolds 

“Spicers Creek” by Gary Spencer-Salt 
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O Scale Expo Photos 

“Lizard Ridge” by Chris Lord 

“Ampersand” - a pizza box layout by Geoff Poer 

“Toorong” by Prof Klyzir 

“Valley Heights” by John Parker 

“Hoyt-Clagwell Tractor Factory” by Geoff Poer 

“Bellthorpe” by Peter Krause 

“Morpeth” by Trevor Hodges “Toronto” by Stephen Reynolds 


