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Welcome to this fi$h edi on of The 

Extra for 2014. 

As I am typing this Newsle0er, the 

first cold winds of May are making 

their presence felt which makes a 

great  me to sit at the modelling bench and get some 

of those “around-to-it” projects done. So I suggest you 

find a sunny spot out of the wind, get a steaming cup 

of coffee or soup and get to it. 

Like all editors, I am always seeking contribu ons for 

The Extra  so please pass contribu ons to me at 

mee ngs or email them to me  at: 

dohearn@internode.on.net   

All contribu ons will be gratefully accepted. 

     -by David O’Hearn 
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From	the	Editor...	

	

May	2014	Meeting	

	

Next	Few	Meetings		
Our next few mee ngs for 2014 will be: 

 

June Mee�ng and AGM—On 14 June 2014 at John 

Montgomery’s place at 8 Lindwall Place, Shalvey. As well 

as the brief Annual General Mee ng, enjoy the progress 

John has made on his On30 layout. 

July Mee�ng—On 12 July 2014 at Doug Cook’s place at 

41 Mawson Street, Shortland. Doug models the Santa Fe 

and South Pacific Railroad in N scale. 

August Mee�ng—On 9 August 2014 at Peter Jensen’s 

place at 13 Anne Close, Narrara. Peter is in the process of 

re-crea ng the Rutland Railroad from North Eastern 

USA. 

Other	Events:	
♦ Richmond Vale on 17-18 May with train rides and 

model railway displays. A great Sunday drive with 

the kids/grandkids. Located on Legge0’s Drive 

near Kurri Kurri. 

♦ Epping Model Railway Exhibi on at the Brickpit, 

DarGord Road, Thornleigh on the Queens Birthday 

Long Weekend of 7,8 and 9 June 2014. 

♦ Hills Model Railway Exhibi on on 19-20 july at 

Harvey Lowe Pavillion, Castle Hill Showgrounds. 

	

Division	Seven	Roles	

Our May mee ng is on 10 May at John Brown’s place at 

7 Almond Street,  Denman in the Hunter Valley.  

John is a fantas c modeller and this mee ng should not 

be missed. John has a HO NSW layout based on the 

“great northern” line around Muswellbrook area.   

Google Maps indicates it is about a 3 hour trip from 

Wahroonga to Denman which may be a bit of a com-

mute from Sydney but car-pool or bring “she that must 

be obeyed” and make a weekend of it.  See the sights of 

the Upper Hunter and perhaps drop in at one of the 

wineries for a pleasant wine tas ng. 
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Ken and Jenny Scales hosted the Division 7 mee ng 

on 12 April. Ken has undertaken some significant 

changes and improvements to his Santa Fe Ontario 

and Western based home layout. Ken also had on 

display the first of a series of modules in On30 that 

will be the subject of some “how to” ar cles in fu-

ture edi ons of the Mainline. Ken also displayed 

some 1:35 scale structures from a WW1 trench rail-

way diorama that he has been working on. 

Gerry addressed the crowd at the appropriate  me. 

Firstly, he presented the following AP awards: 

• David Latham – Chief Despatcher and Struc-

tures Awards 

• Rob Peterson – Associa on Volunteer Award 

• Sowerby Smith – Mo ve Power and his MMR 

Award (Shield from the US) 

• Dennis Clarke – MMR Award (Shield from the 

US) 

In other news, Gerry advised that sec ons of the 

late John Baker’s layout will be moved up to the 

Central Coast and will be reassembled by John’s 

daughter, Julie. 

Gerry announced that Les Fowler will be the new 

Division 7 Superintendent a$er the AGM. Gerry 

called for volunteers to take over the hospitality 

officer role at Division mee ngs. John Dever ex-

plained the role and a vote of thanks was moved for 

John’s great efforts over the last four years. 

Gerry called for sugges ons for the Christmas Party 

as bookings need to be made soon. A number of 

people expressed happiness with the Berowra Wa-

April —Ken Scales  

Layout 

Division	Seven	Meeting	

Reports	

ters venue that has been used the last few years. Alter-

na ve sugges ons are welcome. 

Kelly Loyd addressed the role of Australasian Region 

Secretary as a volunteer is s ll needed for this role. 

Kelly explained that proposed changes to the rules of 

associa on will make the Secretary’s role much easier 

as it will allow electronic communica on with the ma-

jority of members who have email access.   

-   David O’Hearn 

Ken’s new On30 Layout—a work in progress 

Ken’s home layout based on the Santa Fe  
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Achievement Program 

Most NMRA members have a vague awareness of the 

NMRA Achievement Program but they may not be 

aware of what it involves and how to go about it. 

The NMRA US web site is a good star ng point. It can 

be found at www.nmra.org then look under the 

“Educa on” sidebar. Also, talk to your divisional AP 

contact who is listed on the Australian NMRA web site 

at www.nmra.org.au or contact our Regional AP per-

son, Gerry Hopkins. These people can explain the re-

quirements including the documenta on required 

and they can get you started. 

The following photos are some of the recent AP 

Awards presented over the last month in Division 7. 

- David O’Hearn 

David Latham being awarded Dispatcher AP 

David Latham being awarded Structures AP 

Rob Petersen being awarded Volunteer AP 

Sowerby Smith being awarded Mo�ve Power AP 

The ul�mate aim: Sowerby Smith and Dennis 

Clarke being awarded Master Model Railroader 

wall plaques for comple�ng at least seven individ-

ual APs 
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Narrow Gauge SIG 

The Narrow Gauge SIG met on Saturday 26 April at 

Sam Mangion’s place at Buff Point. 

As is usual prac ce, a number of members a0ended a  

BBQ lunch at noon followed by the mee ng at 2pm.  

Some members are building On30 modules and these 

were brought along and assembled for a running ses-

sion. Members also brought along their latest crea-

 ons for “show and tell”.  The following photos 

(provided by Sam Mangion) show the guys having fun 

and some of their latest modelling efforts. 

The next Narrow Gauge SIG Mee ng will be at John 

Montgomery’s place in two months  me. 

- David O’Hearn 

 

Modular Layout in Opera�on 

Ken at the BBQ while Steve Magee tests the results 

Modular Layout in Opera�on wit h David Harper, 

John Meredith, Eddie Harper and Steve Chapman 

Nice Shay with decoder hidden in aached flatcar 

load 
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Brewongle Visit 

The Division 7 trip to Brewongle on the weekend of 

26-27 April was well a0ended with 46 members and 

visitors a0ending over the 2 days. Members travelled 

from ACT, Goulburn, Dubbo, Parkes and even Tasma-

nia.  

Although the Brewongle layout is based on NSW prac-

 ce, our Div Super, Gerry, had fun running his Great 

Northern reefers behind a “bloody big” steam ke0le 

and fun was had by all!! 

The following pictures were provided by Dave Wardell 

from the Epping Model Railway Club who were also 

present on the Saturday. 

     - David O’Hearn 

 

Regional Conven!on 

The NMRA Regional Conven on will be held on 21-

22 September at the Gold Coast. The Registra on 

page of the web site (accessed through 

nmra.org.au ) is now working so now is the  me to 

register, book your accommoda on and look for-

ward to a great conven on. 
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On the Footplate (Pt 1) 

- by Col Hussey 

Col Hussey, a Division 7 member, provides his anec-

dotal insights into life as a junior fireman when he 

began his railway career. This story will con nue over 

the next few issues of The Extra so I hope you will en-

joy the great read. (Ed.) 

 Beginnings—Trial trips 

I forget exactly how long I had to wait for my B trial to 

come up, but it was around 6 weeks and the rostered 

job was at 10.08 pm for 329 South. The locomo ve 

was 3809, I had a different inspector than I had on the 

ini al A trials and a driver I had not encountered be-

fore. The difference between the driver and inspector 

was the proverbial chalk and cheese—the driver be-

ing a nice bloke and the inspector totally different. I 

was later to learn of some nick names given to this 

bloke and each totally in accord with his nature.  

When we got into the cab, I was given instruc ons on 

what he expected if I was to pass. He wanted no less 

than 230psi in steam pressure and that the water in 

the gauge glass was to be maintained at no less than 

¾ full going uphill. He also made the point that he 

wanted a good clean fire and well maintained bank 

under the door. 

With that I was le$ to my devices once on the train. 

Thankfully, he went up and boiled the billy for tea. 

The driver came over and gave me some  ps and how 

to handle the shovel on a 38 class and the method of 

firing them. 

 

This included showing me a wonderful demonstra on 

as he pointed me to the size of the firebox and 

showed how to build up the back corners of the fire 

and told me the reasons for it. Handing me back the 

shovel he encouraged me to follow an order of firing, 

and the flick, and the spin method of the shovel but 

said don’t do it in front of the prince (the inspectors 

nick name in part). 

 The 38cl firebox, 

along with the coal 

fired 59 had the 

largest firebox for a 

hand fired locomo-

 ve, at 35square 

feet, the 38 being 

more square than 

the 59 which seemed to have a slightly longer but nar-

rower box, at least that is how I felt with them, as 

geUng coal to the front corners on the 59 seemed a 

bit harder than on the 38cl. The method to fire as ex-

plained by the driver was to ensure the bank and back 

corners were always kept full, and to concentrate on 

those areas. 

At slow slogging speed on goods services, even 

though there was a strong dra$ that would pull and 

draw the coal towards the front of the box, it required 

more a0en on than on a passenger train or when 

working at some speed, as the dra$ would pull on the 

bank much stronger and would suck the coal off the 

shovel. Without watching the bank under the door 

and corners and keeping the coal up to those areas, it 

could mean the bank would be pulled and then you 

were in trouble. 

Thus the method was to fire the corners, and under 

the door, then full shovels of coal to front corners, 

then front centre, sides and middle then back to the 

bank. The firehole had a bu0erfly door which had a 

handle which could be notched in the closed posi on 

but a small spacer would keep the door open ever so 

slightly at around 2 inches, an intermediate notch 

could hold the doors par ally open or another one 

fully open, some drivers would wedge a lump of coal 

into the doors. 

That kept them open a li0le less than the intermedi-

ate notch, which helped keep some of the cold air out 

of the firebox. Inside the firehole door, there was a 

curved baffle plate over the top which acted as a 

guide to how far in to have the bank, also a$er doing 

the systema c firing over the box, you would fill the 

bank immediately under the door up to the baffle 
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On the Footplate (Pt 1) 

(Con!nued) 

plate effec vely crea ng a semi closed hole arrange-

ment. When firing in this method, with the firehole 

door blocked you would create more smoke, so when 

the smoke was almost gone it meant to start the fir-

ing process again.  

As I reflect on this aspect of the job all those years 

back, there is not a huge amount that I remember 

about the trip, but the factors such as what I men on 

above are significant in that when the prince got back 

into the cab, he wiped down the li0le inspectors seat 

and got his mug out and poured his tea out. He 

offered the driver some, and the driver offered me 

some as well. The prince just looked at the fire and 

then the water and tried to engage the driver in a 

conversa on, but the driver whose first name was 

Jack, all but ignored him. The surprising part was the 

prince gave me no instruc ons on how to fire the 

38cl, which was a huge difference to the small en-

gines that I had worked on previously. 

 

I remember the trip outside of that part in only small 

bits, the first was being checked by signals at 

Cabrama0a accept, and  no sooner had we stopped 

than I was ordered to contact the signalman by 

phone, then taking water Campbelltown. With a 

standing start ex Campbelltown, it was necessary to 

have the fire and water all in good order, owing to 

going almost straight into the grade. I looked down in 

the cab through the coal doors and the prince was 

siUng in my seat with Jack fixing the fire and water 

up, as the star ng signal was clear for us to go when 

taking water was finished. 

 

GeUng back into the cab there was basically silence 

but Jack said wash up and we’ll go. With a right of 

way off we went and I was into it. My memory then 

goes to the Glenlee pipeline where the steaming was 

eased off and we gained good speed, which was a test 

for me in balancing with the engine going one way 

and the tender another, down the dip and the regula-

tor seemingly closed for a short period and then 

opened again, the injector once turned on had not 

been turned off. Thankfully I had kept the steam up to 

just under the 245 psi with plenty of water.  

I heard the track sounds change as we went over a 

bridge, which was the Menangle river and  then the 

speed started to slow and  the engine was working 

harder, the screw being wound a bit more forward 

and  the bark was increasing, with the heat and  roar 

from the firebox, I looked down and  saw what 

seemed like steam coming from the legs of my over-

alls, as I stood in front of the firehole twis ng, scrap-

ing and  tossing the coal into the fire, it seemed as if I 

was never going to stop. 

 

Now we were 

down to a steady 

gate, and while 

s ll shovelling it 

seemed a bit more 

systema c, and 

just as I looked up 

at the water, 

which was siUng 

at just over ¾ full and my eyes were about to look at 

the steam gauge, I felt the shovel ripped from my 

hands, by the prince who then started to yell at me, 

"You’ve dropped too much in steam! What d’ya think 

ya doing". He blurted out, as he shoved me aside.  
 

If I was flabbergasted with the prince’s ac ons, I was 

more so with this. Jack looked at the fire and  shield-

ing his eyes with his hand and  cap brim looked into 

the firebox then he said to me, watch what I do, and  

started to shovel, geUng the rhythm in and very soon 

he handed the shovel back to me, with the steam at 

240psi, and  he said to me "just s ck to what I had 

done and watch the front corners, you weren’t geUng 

the coal quite down there, just hurl it a bit harder", 

then he walked over to his seat and  with his thumb 

mo oned the prince out of the seat.  

  

…. To be con�nued next month 


