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Welcome to this sixth edi on of The 

Extra for 2014. 

In the last Newsle-er, I thought we 

were in for a cold autumn but the 

weather has been very mild over the 

last few weeks making it ideal for pain ng, gluing and 

building things that need good drying condi ons. So 

get to it and get into your favourite hobby—model 

trains! 

Like all editors, I am always seeking contribu ons for 

The Extra  so please pass contribu ons to me at 

mee ngs or email them to me  at: 

dohearn@internode.on.net   

All contribu ons will be gratefully accepted. 

     -by David O’Hearn 

Volume	3,	Issue		6		14	June	2014	

	

From	the	Editor...	

	

June	2014	Meeting	

	

Next	Few	Meetings		
Our next few mee ngs for 2014 will be: 

 

July Mee�ng—On 12 July 2014 at Doug Cook’s place at 

41 Mawson Street, Shortland. Doug models the Santa Fe 

and South Pacific Railroad in N scale. 

August Mee�ng—On 9 August 2014 at Peter Jensen’s 

place at 13 Anne Close, Narara. Peter is in the process of 

re-crea ng the Rutland Railroad from North Eastern 

USA. 

September Mee�ng—On 13 September 2014 at Beryl 

Quince’s place at 76 Good Street, Granville. Beryl will 

open up her late husband, Vic's model railway based on 

the NSWGR. 

Other	Events:	
♦ Modelling the Railways of NSW Conven on at 

LoCus TAFE on 21  June 2014. Registra ons essen-

 al. 

♦ Hills Model Railway Exhibi on on 19-20 July at 

Harvey Lowe Pavilion, Castle Hill Showgrounds. 

NOTE: New entrance off Showgrounds Road. 

♦ Malkara Model Railway and Scale Model Exhibi-

 on—2-3 August 2014 at Malkara Special School, 

Wisdom Street, Garran ACT. 

	

Division	Seven	Roles	

On 14 June 2014 at John Montgomery’s place at 8 Lind-

wall Place, Shalvey. As well as the brief Annual General 

Mee ng, enjoy the progress John has made on his On30 

layout. The AGM will have vo ng for the proposed rules 

changes but no elec on of office bearers as there was 

only one nominee for each posi on.  

The main Australasian Region  posi ons have been filled 

as follows: 

President:   David O’Hearn 

Vice President:  Peter Jensen 

Secretary:   Sam Mangion 

Treasurer:   Jim Wya- 

Commi-ee:   Peter Burrows, Graham Young, 

    Ron Solly 

Public Officer:  Sowerby Smith 
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For May the monthly Division 7 Mee ng was held in 

faraway Denman on Saturday, 10 May. This meant a 

three hour trip from Sydney or two hours from the 

Central Coast but the trip was worth it for the 40 

souls  that made the effort to a-end the mee ng. 

John Brown hosted the mee ng and showed off his 

developing NSWGR layout which has outstanding 

scratchbuilt and kitbashed structures and really 

good scenery.  John was the creator of the Brewon-

gle Layout and he has built a number of other lay-

outs that have been seen at exhibi ons over the 

years. 

At the formal mee ng, Gerry presented John Brown 

with his well-deserved AP’s for structures and for 

Scenery. Gerry also advised he is s ll seeking a vol-

unteer for Hospitality Manager as John Dever 

stands down from the role in June.  

Gerry reminded everyone to register for the AR 

Conven on at the Gold Coast in September, submit 

their vo ng papers to Sam Mangion by the due date 

and to support the NMRA Scenery Clinic and Charg-

ing Moose layout at the Thornleigh Exhibi on in 

June.  Gerry advised the consensus thus far is to 

have the Christmas Party at Berowra Waters again 

this year. Gerry will have to make the booking short-

ly to ensure we can get the desired date for this 

Christmas Party. 

Gerry advised that Geoff Horne from Newcastle is 

selling the latest WOW sound decoders at $130 if 

people are interested.  

The formal part of the mee ng concluded with a 

great aCernoon tea spread. Country people sure 

know how to put on the hospitality!    

-   David O’Hearn 

May — John Brown 

Division	Seven	Meeting	

Reports	

Pictures of John’s home layout based on typi-

cal Upper Hunter rail landmarks  
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Achievement Program 

John Brown being awarded Structures AP 

John Brown being awarded Scenery AP for his 

work on the Brewongle layout 

Patrick Brien being awarded his Golden Spike 

during the visit to Brewongle a month ago. 

No way to treat your Auscision Models!! 

Visitors admiring John Brown’s home layout 

Handy Tool 

I use micro brushes like the one in the picture to apply 

paint to fine detail or to apply glue sparingly to models. 

 I was buying these micro brushes from Micro Mark or 

Walthers at great expense but I have found they are 

used in the beauty industry where they are called 

“Eyelash Extension Micro Brushes”. They can be pur-

chased from All Lashed Out Ltd (alllashedout.com) , 

Broadbeach, QLD where they charge $6.00 for 100 

brushes (plus $3.95 postage). 
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On the Footplate (Pt 2) 

- by Col Hussey 

Con�nued from last month… 

Of the remainder of the trip, everything went like a 

blur, taking water and cleaning the fire at Bargo and 

having crib and on to Moss Vale, where we got re-

lieved and came home passenger, on the up southern 

Highlands Express, also 38cl hauled but we were in 

the carriage. 

ACer siPng down, it did not take long for the prince 

to launch himself into me and having a dig at Jack as 

to how he had treated him, especially as he was an 

inspector and  therefore over him in rank. He then 

turned on me, saying that he was not happy with my 

work and  not sure if he would pass me, as I had not 

maintained steam to the level he expected and  had 

told me about. His  rade con nued when he then 

said he did not agree that anyone under the age of 21 

should be employed on steam, as it was not a boy’s 

job, and beyond them but it was not in his control. 

Anyway he went on, even if I do pass you, you are 

only qualified for 38cl and standard goods engines on 

the south and not 36cl. During this  me I felt decided-

ly uncomfortable and quite worthless and hurt, as I 

thought I had done ok, and we got to MV, a distance 

of 90 odd miles without problems and I had fired all 

the way except for the one li-le episode at Menangle. 

I had also been watching Jack who was a thin man, 

and could see his demeanour and facial expressions 

changing during this whole  me, and suddenly he 

looked as if he was ready to explode especially in the 

way he had spoken about him being over Jack, and 

my basic incompetence. 

Instead Jack looked at him in a forceful manner and 

said "shut up, as you have said more than enough and 

now it’s my turn! First off, you are not over me, as 

you are only an ac ng firemans instructor, and tell me 

who qualified you for 38cl firing as you never had 

them at Valley Heights on bank engine du es and 

were you even qualified as a steam fireman there an-

yway? What sort of instruc on did you give to this lad 

in Enfield yard? You gave him none, you went and 

made your tea, sat down and did and said nothing, 

never offered him a cup either. 

Thankfully while you were away I was able to show 

and explain things to him and if you don’t pass him be 

assured when I get home I will have a report wri-en 

out regarding your competence in how you conducted 

yourself on this trip. Also tell him (me) the full reason 

why he’s not going to be qualified for 36cl. 

The prince during this lecture from Jack was speech-

less, and it took him a few minutes to compose him-

self before finally turning half heartedly to me and 

saying? Well, I guess I don’t have much choice but to 

pass you, (as he said that I heard Jack taking in a deep 

breath which cut back on perhaps any more cuPng 

type comments by the prince), aCer a short bit more 

silence he then offered forth the following in regard to 

36cl. 

 

I can only pass you for the engine I travelled with you 

on, that being a 38cl, I believe it qualifies you for 

standard goods and other small engines on deep sea 

trains and non-metropolitan trains. Owing to 36cl be-

ing harder, and more temperamental to fire, you will 

need to be travelled with on a 36cl to be qualified for 

them, however, had we had a 36cl tonight, then you 

would have been qualified for them as well as the 38cl 

and other engines men oned. 

 

Instead of having a nice clean bank under the door, 

and  being able to see the front of the firebox, the 

bank had just extended in length and  height, and  it 

was only possible to see the brick arch past the baffle 

plate. Geoff sat me on the fireman’s seat, and got 

down the long pricker from the tender, and closing 

the firehole door halfway started breaking up the 

front of the bank and pushing the coal and ash bank 

to the front, what was then shown was the amount of 

green coal in the bank which had not burnt through  

 
Watching the water, he kept working the injector on 

and off along with the pricker un l she started to 
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On the Footplate (Pt 2) 

(Con#nued) 

make steam, by this  me we were on the slight down-

hill sec on at Tahmoor to Bargo River, and  Geoff said 

to Harry keep her going hard. It was a run of over 15 

minutes to Bargo and with Geoff working the pricker 

and me firing under his direc on we got into the loop 

at Bargo and posi oned to take water. 

 

Before doing that, Geoff and I got down and he 

showed me the pan doors opening lever which cov-

ered the full length of the firebox and grates, opening 

the doors saw the ash drop into the pit, with a lot of 

heat and dust, with that done, back into the cab, and 

he showed me the pan washing handle and with the 

injectors s ll working he pulled it up to turn the flush-

ers on then to the rocker bars. One thing I found with 

the 36cl they had the easiest set of rocking mecha-

nisms of all engines, one arm and  two rocker plates 

which meant you liCed the arm, and  a plug at the 

swivel joint was dropped into either the front or rear 

rocker plate. 

 

First off was to do the front, this meant the arm when 

swivelled in a sideways mo on rocked the front sec-

 on of the grates up and  down, the amount deter-

mined by how far you swung the arm. The idea was to 

clear the main build up of ash but leave enough on 

the grates when closed to con nue with a nice bed.  

 

With the size of the bank that had developed all of 

the bank in front of the baffle plate was pushed for-

ward onto the front to the sa sfac on of Geoff, he 

then took the rocker arm and  shook down the bank 

and  rear part of the fire, it was lowered by around 10 

inches. At that  me Harry had checked the engine 

which the driver would normally do, and all that was 

leC now was for me to take water. While all this was 

going on, the fireman who had gone back to the van 

decided to wonder up to see what was going on, no 

sooner had he arrived he knew that things were not 

going well, and  he was delegated to take water, well! 

it was his job aCer all. 

With a full crew complement, Harry had walked up to 

the sta on to boil the billy and on arrival we were all 

able to sit back for 15 minutes for crib. Normal allow-

ance for all of this was 32 minutes, and we had been 

just over that, turning the blower on and with the 

boiler full of water, a good fire was set, and when the 

steam reached the point of blowing off, Geoff re-

leased the brakes and with the signal clear, a ROW 

from the guard and screw in full forward. 

 

The regulator was eased open, slowly we got going 

and  each of us, including myself were keeping a close 

eye on the bank, and  the way the engine was going. 

With 4 of us taking it in turn on the bat, it was soon 

found that 3658 was not crea ng a strong enough 

draC ac on to pull the coal forward off the bank, it 

was then required to alter the way of firing as well as 

the driver, Harry and the fireman who also had a 

drive, had to work the engine harder to compensate 

and create what was normally excessive draC.  

The trip to Moss Vale was accomplished with some 

varied tac cs of firing and driving, it was very much an 
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On the Footplate (Pt 2) 

(Conclusion) 

eye opener for me, as I tried to take it all in. On arrival 

at Moss Vale a Goulburn crew were there to relieve 

us and we all travelled home passenger. The Goul-

burn crew were also advised of the problems we had 

encountered and how it was overcome.  

 

The discussion on the way home surrounded the way 

we had all had to work, likewise whether or not I 

would be passed for all classes of hand fired locomo-

 ves. To aid the decision Geoff commented to Harry, 

that the problems we encountered were unusual, and 

given the way I had been able to adjust to the chal-

lenge he considered that I had proved myself. Alt-

hough both said that, even a good pig could be just 

that, a pig of an engine one moment and wonderful 

the next, also that when passed, I would not have the 

amount of respite when I was just with the driver and 

basically by myself.  

 

During my years leC at Enfield and working steam, I 

was to work on 3658 at least on 3 more occasions, 

and on every one of them, I had some areas of prob-

lems with it. The last  me was not long before it was 

withdrawn from service, and the trip had gone very 

well, un l we had go-en as far as Marulan, up to this 

point of  me on the trip I had no troubles at all, but 

as we con nued and ascended what was pre-y well 

the last real grade south of Marulan at what was 

called Erongol, a series of two dips, just before Car-

rick, the engine decided it was going to play up as the 

steam started to drop despite my efforts. 

 

My mind went back to the previous trips and a look 

into the firebox and here was the bank star ng to fill 

again. The remainder of the trip, which was from 

memory over an hour, seemed much longer, and we 

struggled quite badly to get to Goulburn. The sec on 

from Carrick through Towrang and Murrays Flat was 

all steaming but usually at a reasonable speed and not 

a great energy sapping  me, even though one was 

usually  red by that  me, with both driver and fire-

man usually sharing the bat for short dura ons, if you 

had a good mate. 

 

This  me round, the driver I had was not like that, and 

while a good bloke whom I got on well with, it was all 

mine to get us to Goulburn. When finally we saw the 

Hume Highway overpass, and where we would shut 

off to run into Goulburn, I was down to 140psi in 

steam and just over a quarter glass of water, not a 

good demonstra on of firing skills or abili es, I had 

the blower on full, with the door shut to try and get 

steam to get more water into the boiler, this worked 

as we no longer had to steam except to go into the 

yard. 

 

We finally pulled into the yard, with the injectors on 

and over ½ a glass of water and steam pressure finally 

achieving 180psi. At this point the driver’s side injec-

tor was also on so things were fine. We got relieved at 

that point, with the GLBN crew taking one look at us, 

and the way the engine was performing, and the driv-

er made but one comment. I see the bitch is as per 

her usual self! With a nod, we got off, and went to 

barracks to work home that night.  

 

The End 

 

Regional Conven#on 

Have you registered for the Australasian Region 

Conven�on at the Gold Coast this September? 

Check out the NMRA AR 

website. The Conven on is 

at a great venue. There 

are some great clinics 

listed. For partners, there 

is a great non-rail program 

and the conven on dinner 

on the Saturday night 

should not be missed. 


