
 

 

The  

Extra 

Division Seven 

Newsleer 

Superintendent  Gerry Hopkins MMR 

Treasurer   Sam Mangion MMR 

Hospitality Manager tba 

Editor    David O’Hearn 

Presenta�on Manager John Sterland 

Moose Wrangler  Paul Morrant MMR 

Welcome to this seventh edi�on of 

The Extra for 2014. 

The year is over half way gone so 

now is a good �me to look at how 

much modelling you have done so far 

this year. Have you achieved as much as you wanted to 

do by now. If not, get to it and get into your favourite 

hobby—model trains! 

Like all editors, I am always seeking contribu�ons for 

The Extra  so please pass contribu�ons to me at 

mee�ngs or email them to me  at: 

dohearn@internode.on.net   

All contribu�ons will be gratefully accepted. 

     -by David O’Hearn 
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From	the	Editor...	

	

July	2014	Meeting	

	

Next	Few	Meetings		
Our next few mee�ngs for 2014 will be: 

 

August Mee�ng—On 9 August 2014 at Peter Jensen’s 

place at 13 Anne Close, Narara. Peter is in the process of 

re-crea�ng the Rutland Railroad from North Eastern 

USA. 

September Mee�ng—On 13 September 2014 at Beryl 

Quince’s place at 76 Good Street, Granville. Beryl will 

open up her late husband, Vic's model railway based on 

the NSWGR. 

October Mee�ng—On 11 October 2014 at David 

Horvath’s layout room at Uralla Road, Dural. David is 

building a magnificent O scale layout based on a US 

mainline prototype and including a small logging branch. 

As David is providing a BBQ lunch, please contact Gerry 

Hopkins if you plan on aAending as Gerry is consolida�ng 

numbers for catering purposes 

Other	Events:	
♦ Hills Model Railway Exhibi�on on 19-20 July at 

Harvey Lowe Pavilion, Castle Hill Showgrounds. 

NOTE: New entrance off Showgrounds Road. 

♦ Our Town Model Show at Broadmeadow Race-

course on 23-24 August 2014. See 

www.ourtownms.com.au for more details. 

♦ NMRA Regional Conven�on on the Gold Coast on 

22-23 September 2014. See the NMRA AR web site 

(www.nmra.org.au) for details. 

♦ AMRA Model Railway Exhibi�on at Whitlam Cen-

tre Liverpool on 4, 5 and 6 October 2014.  

	

Division	Seven	Roles	

On 12 July 2014 at Doug Cook’s place at 41 Mawson 

Street, Shortland. Doug models the Santa Fe and South 

Pacific Railroad in N scale. Doug models the Santa Fe 

railroad in N scale and he has a very impressive layout 

which is worth the visit to the Newcastle suburbs to 

view it. 
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Division 7’s June Mee�ng was hosted by John and 

Natalie Montgomery at their home at Shalvey in 

Sydney. John is redesigning his home layout so 

trains were not opera�ng but everyone s�ll had fun 

socialising with each other. 

In the business part of the day, Gerry Hopkins de-

clared a vote of thanks to John Sterland and Paul 

Morrant for their �reless work preparing and run-

ning the Kids Scenery Clinic and the Charging Moose 

layout at the Epping model Railway Exhibi�on on 

the June long weekend. 

Gerry then presented the Scenery Achievement 

Award to Mike BartleA, the Associa�on Volunteer 

AP to John Dever and the MMR Cer�ficate to Sow-

erby Smith MMR. 

Gerry also reminded everyone that they need to 

register for the NMRA Conven�on at the Gold Coast 

in September as September is coming up fast. 

AIer a short break, Ken Scales then conducted the 

NMRA Australasian Region Annual General Mee�ng.  

The President’s and Treasurer’s Reports were pro-

vided and vo�ng was conducted for the resolu�ons 

June — John 

Montgomery  

Division	Seven	Meeting	

Reports	

Pictures of Ken Scales presen�ng his Presi-

dent’s report at the Annual General Mee�ng  

to amend the Associa�on Rules to reflect up-to-date 

prac�ces. This resolu�on was passed with a resounding 

“Yes” vote.  The nomina�ons for the new AR CommiAee 

were confirmed.  These nomina�ons were listed in last 

month’s edi�on of The Extra.    

-   David O’Hearn 

Gerry Hopkins conduc�ng the Div 7 Mee�ng 
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Achievement Program 

Michael Bartle being awarded Scenery AP 

John Dever being awarded Associated Volunteer 

AP for his role as Hospitality Manager 

Sowerby Smith being awarded his MMR 

 

Charging Moose  

Layout 

The Charging Moose layout that was built by John 

Montgomery and the late Geoff NoA was displayed at 

the recent Epping Model Railway Exhibi�on at 

Thornleigh. Here are some more images of that great 

layout. 

- David O’Hearn 
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Epping Model Railway 

Exhibi on at 

Thornleigh 

The Epping Model Railway Club held its 33rd annual 

exhibi�on at the Brickpit Stadium at Thornleigh on 

the Queens Birthday long weekend of 7-9 June 2014. 

Div 7 was well represented with The Charging Moose 

layout and the Kids Scenery Clinic. 

 

 

John Montgomery manning the Charging Moose layout 

Warwick Fox, Ron Seddon, Paul Morrant and Sam Mangion 

in front of the Charging Moose layout 

John Sterland and Chris Lauder “selec�ng trees” for a 

young child who is construc�ng a diorama on the Kids 

Scenery Clinic 

John Meredith helping a future modeller with their  

diorama 

This is how to stop motorists running through level 

crossings in Russia: 
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Colin Hussey’s  

Memoirs 

then it was usual for the express goods, or fruit mails 

as some were called, bogie stock trains were in the 

same category, when interstate diesel hauled express 

goods trains came into opera�on, they were given 

classifica�ons such as A, B, and so on, which depend-

ed on the speed of the loco, train vehicles and track 

speeds as well. These were 70 MPH, mainly passen-

ger, and 60mph for the important bogie trains, then 

down to 50 for lesser bogie trains.  

The A and B runners were oIen hard to run, and a 

driver was kept on his toes with them, the big thing 

with them was to watch the speedo, as there was a 

tape in it that the driver was required to sign his ini-

�als, depot, date and train number on the tape, when 

he started his shiI. A through train with new crews on 

the way had to do the same. The speedo recorded the 

speed, and brake applica�ons, the tapes were read by 

inspectors who matched them with the train speed, 

and if you went 

over the speed, 

except for a short 

moment, you 

could expect a 

bung, or please 

explain. 

 

One par�cular A runner that was worked out of Cooks 

River each night, was a high flyer, and was precise in 

its need to run to �me, usually it was hauled by 2 x 

44cl, with a load of 1000tons, a single 44cl with full 

load was allowed 900tons, the same as a 57, 58 and 

GarraA between Sydney and Goulburn. This par�cular 

train however, was only allowed to run at a max 

speed of 60mph, it ran through to Campbelltown in 

front of the Southern Aurora, and went into the down 

loop to allow the Aurora to run through and as it got 

out of the way, we followed it all the way to Goul-

burn.  

In my first story I told of how skilled driving skills were 

able to get a night mail train on �me, despite some 

obstacles. In steam days, a driver had to rely totally on 

his skills which included his knowledge of the different 

types of locomo�ves, different loads and train compo-

si�ons, and not one train ever had the same consisten-

cy as another one, even though they were iden�cal in 

all respects. The most valuable aAribute a driver had 

above each of those skills was knowing the "road", 

that is the line over which he drove the train, to know 

the speed boards, signals and grades, and to use each 

of those elements along with the locomo�ve, and 

train so that he could run the train to �me. 

 

In steam days, in most respects the headlight was use-

less at night unless the lenses and glass were spotless-

ly clean, something that was very rare. Therefore at 

night there was a real need to know the many liAle 

landmarks that were barely dis�nguishable, on moon-

less nights a headlight was a help, but the illumina�on 

of the landscape on moonlit nights was a treat. No 

speedo was there to tell you the speed, a torch to illu-

minate the supplied pocket watch, to see how you 

were running, as each sec�on of track had set running 

�mes, some of these almost impossible to run to, 

whilst others a bit more generous, thus you bludged 

on those to help gain over the tougher ones. 

 

In those days, trains were worked on priority ra�ngs, 

with passenger trains having the highest priority, and 
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Colin Hussey’s  

Memoirs (Con nued) 

vice, to say the least this caused quite a bit of fric�on, 

and a big disrup�on of services at �mes. 

 

It oIen meant, an Enfield fireman had to be sent pas-

senger to Goulburn go to barracks in order to work a 

steam service back to Sydney aIer he had his �me off 

there in barracks. Likewise some Goulburn fireman on 

arriving at Enfield, were sent home passenger as there 

were only steam hauled returns aIer his �me off. 

During the 65/66 drought, this was not too much of 

an issue as it kept the staff in those depots in a job, 

otherwise they would have been sacked, or deployed 

elsewhere.  

 

With the end of the drought in the 66/67 year, a big 

wheat harvest meant things reversed, and the lack of 

steam firemen in quite a few of those depots, includ-

ing GLBN, meant that crew rostering became a night-

mare. A result was that the AFULE branches of Enfield 

and GLBN demanded that GLBN firemen be trained on 

mainline steam, ini�ally the Department refused, but 

then the roster clerks in the two depots joined in the 

call, and the enginemen from Enfield were going to 

refuse to allow their firemen to be pulled off their die-

sel rosters to replace a GLBN fireman on a steam ser-

vice. 

 

The situa�on became that bad with train cancella-

�ons, owing to non-qualified steam firemen, that the 

department relented but told no one, un�l one night 

when an inspector was rostered to take a GLBN fire-

man on a steam service out of Enfield, which was a 

story in itself.  

(to be con�nued next month) 

In those days, the Spirit of Progress ran 10 minutes 

behind the Aurora, and remembering that both of 

these trains had only around 700tons, 2 diesels, and 

were allowed to run at 70mph, the driver of the goods 

train also had to know the road very well. The forgiv-

ing part of the Spirit was that it stopped at Moss Vale, 

which helped the goods to keep in front. However, 

when all things went well, we slow boys on the dirty 

old goods train, oIen ran on cau�on signals all the 

way to Goulburn from Campbelltown, as we were able 

to keep up quite well with the Aurora, it was only 

when the Aurora hit some of the flaAer sec�ons south 

of MiAagong, that you might not see a cau�on signal. 

We would oIen tell the Aurora crews when we arrived 

at Goulburn that they held us up, and as the Aurora 

had senior drivers some of them did not take kindly to 

these remarks. 

 

The NSWGR also had some weird admira�on people 

that were a sure test of a driver and fireman as well. 

Being an Enfield man in the 60's, meant you had to be 

qualified for all types of steam in service, many or 

most of the country depots, had stopped training fire-

man on steam locomo�ves, except for shun�ng du�es, 

which meant they were not allowed to go outside the 

distant signal of the yards shun�ng engines require-

ments. This applied to depots such as Goulburn, from 

around 1962, whilst there were some steam hauled 

trains south of Goulburn, there were enough 

(supposedly) qualified to handle what the needs of 

those rare steam hauled services. 

 

From mid-1964, steam finished working on the south 

of GLBN, and steam was not all that prevalent be-

tween GLBN and Sydney, but surges in traffic oIen 

meant those extra trains were worked by steam, this 

oIen caused issues when a steam loco was used on a 

train with a crew that was rostered had a non-steam 

fireman. This oIen resulted in Enfield firemen being 

taken off his return train, which may have been a fast 

diesel service to replace the fireman on the steam ser-



Volume 3, Issue 7 The Extra   July 2014

  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7 

Regional Conven on 

Have you registered for the Australasian Region 

Conven�on at the Gold Coast this September? 

Check out the NMRA AR website. The Conven�on is at 

a great venue. There are 

some great clinics listed. 

For partners, there is a 

great non-rail program 

and the conven�on dinner 

on the Saturday night 

should not be missed. 

 

Closing 
Vollmer of StuAgart in Germany is closing its busi-

ness aIer 68 years. If you model European proto-

types or you just like the Vollmer kits, you need to 

move quickly to get them as they will soon be in very 

short supply. 

Div 7 Superintendent's 

Report 

Ladies & Gentlemen, 

This will be my last report (I think also my first) in The 

Extra as your Divisional Superintendent. The July 

mee�ng will be my last in this posi�on and your new 

Div Super will be taking over at the August mee�ng. 

The past two 

years have been 

very interes�ng 

and rewarding. 

To get the best 

results, I have 

had the best sup-

por�ng team 

possible. Sam 

Mangion MMR as the very capable treasurer, David 

O’Hearn as editor of this magazine, John Dever as the 

Hospitality Manager – providing the needed tea and 

coffee at every mee�ng, John Sterland as our Presenta-

�on Manager - looking aIer ALL the prepara�on and 

organisa�on of the “Kids’ Clinic” at numerous Exhibi-

�ons, and of cause Paul Morrant MMR our Moose 

Wrangler looking aIer the maintenance and running of 

The Charging Moose layout at exhibi�ons. 

We tried a number of “different” mee�ngs over the two 

years, the live steam rides at Edgeworth, the visit to the 

tram museum, the live auc�on, and the Micro Conven-

�on as well as the usual visits to other layouts – giving 

us inspira�on and guidance for our own layouts. The 

only one that 

was not so 

successful was 

the live auc-

�on. The big-

gest surprise 

was the ac-

ceptance of 

the Micro 

Conven�on – 

ten clinics in 4 hours with numerous “first �me present-

ers” doing their bit. Many topics were covered – scen-

ery, helixes, radio control of locos, building pallets and 

making moulds.  

Your new Div Sup is Leslie Fowler, with the help of 

Sheila and Bill 

Fowler – I know 

they will do a 

great job.   

My biggest 

thanks goes to 

Lauris, my beAer 

half, without her 

help and support the job would have been a night-

mare. I will s�ll be aAending every mee�ng – looking 

for people to step up and take part in the Achievement 

Program.  

- Gerry Hopkins MMR 


