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Welcome to this edi"on of The Extra 

for 2014. 

The year is more than half way gone 

so now is a good "me to look at how 

much modelling you have done so far 

this year. Have you achieved as much as you wanted to 

do by now. If not, get to it and get into your favourite 

hobby—model trains! 

Like all editors, I am always seeking contribu"ons for 

The Extra  so please pass contribu"ons to me at 

mee"ngs or email them to me  at: 

dohearn@internode.on.net   

All contribu"ons will be gratefully accepted. 

     -by David O’Hearn 
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From	the	Editor...	

	

August	2014	Meeting	

	

Next	Few	Meetings		
Our next few mee"ngs for 2014 will be: 

 

September Mee�ng—On 13 September 2014 at Beryl 

Quince’s place at 76 Good Street, Granville. Beryl will 

open up her late husband, Vic's model railway based on 

the NSWGR. 

October Mee�ng—On 11 October 2014 at David 

Horvath’s layout room at Uralla Road, Dural. David is 

building a magnificent O scale layout based on a US 

mainline prototype and including a small logging branch. 

As David is providing a BBQ lunch, please contact Gerry 

Hopkins if you plan on a?ending as Gerry is consolida"ng 

numbers for catering purposes. 

November Mee�ng—On 8 November 2014 at Rowan 

Mangion’s place at 9 Eloura Avenue, Buff Point. Rowan is 

modelling the NSWGR in HO scale from Sydney to Goul-

burn. 

Other	Events:	
♦ Our Town Model Show at Broadmeadow Race-

course on 23-24 August 2014. See 

www.ourtownms.com.au for more details. 

♦ NMRA Regional Conven"on on the Gold Coast on 

22-23 September 2014. See the NMRA AR web site 

(www.nmra.org.au) for details. 

♦ AMRA Model Railway Exhibi"on at Whitlam Cen-

tre Liverpool on 4, 5 and 6 October 2014.  

♦ New England Conven"on on 15 and 16 November 

2014 at Armidale Bowling Club. Contact Warren 

Herbert on (02) 6732 5711 for more info. 

	

Division	Seven	Roles	

On 9 August 2014 at Peter Jensen’s place at 13 Anne 

Close, Narara. Peter is in the process of re-crea"ng the 

Rutland Railroad from North Eastern USA. 

 

The entrance to Anne Close can be tricky. AHer turning 

from Mann Rd into Reeves St, you immediately turn 

right into Grant Close (which looks like a laneway) then 

turn leH into Anne Close. 
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Doug Cook and his wife Marlana hosted our July 

mee"ng for Division 7 at their place at Shortland near 

Newcastle. Doug has done major extensions to his N 

Scale layout since the last visit and his work is very im-

pressive. 

During the business part of the mee"ng, Gerry present-

ed the Bones-Hopkins Award for Division 7 to John 

Sterland for his efforts coordina"ng the Kids Scenery 

Clinic which was “above and beyond the call of duty”. 

Gerry asked for numbers for those a?ending the Octo-

ber Mee"ng before 1pm on the day as David Howarth 

will cater a BBQ lunch on the day. Gerry also an-

nounced that Jack Parker has taken over the Hospitality 

Manager du"es. Gerry passed the “mantle” of Division 

7 Supervisor to Les Fowler who now takes over in the 

role. 

We thanked Gerry for his fine efforts over many years 

and we wish Les well as he takes over the role of Div 

Super. 

The mee"ng ended with a great aHernoon tea pre-

pared by the ladies.  

-   David O’Hearn 

June — Doug Cook  

Division	Seven	Meeting	

Reports	

Photos of Doug and friends admiring his great N 

Scale layout 
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Hopkins-Bone Award 

John Sterland being presented the Bone-Hopkins 

Award for Division 7 

John Sterland and Gerry Hopkins smiling from 

“ear-to-ear” on receiving and presen�ng the 

award 

 

Every year, each Division presents the Hopkins-Bone 

Award to the most deserving member who has contrib-

uted the most to the Division. This year, Gerry Hopkins 

(the outgoing Superintendent) presented the Hopkins-

Bone Award to John Sterland for his excep"onal efforts 

and hard work in organising and conduc"ng the kids 

scenery clinic at various exhibi"ons including Forestville 

and Thornleigh during the year. 

- David O’Hearn  

New Superintendent 
Hi, my name is Les Fowler, if 

you a?ended last month’s 

mee"ng or read July’s edi"on 

of the Extra , Gerry Hopkins 

has officially handed the Divi-

sional Superintendent’s job to 

myself. I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank Ger-

ry for the great job that he and Lauris has done for the 

past 2 or so years.  

Like most model railroaders we were introduced into 

the hobby at a young age by a rela"ve, in this case by 

my father, Bill Fowler. And like most people as we get 

older we develop other interest and hobbies, in my 

case karate, sailing & compu"ng among other inter-

ests, but I have kept an interest in the hobby of model 

railroading by the magazines “Model Railroader” and 

also “Trains”. Un"l about 10 years ago this was as an 

arm chair modeller. Then dad decided to start building 

an “N” gauge layout from that seed the hobby reger-

minated and grew.  

From about June 2009 I decided to start building a N 

gauge layout, “Ethan, Hulle and Steele Railway” which 

is very loosely based in the US Midwest around a steel 

blast furnace, mill and also an ethanol plant, however 

like most layouts built by people that have full"me 

jobs this has been a very slow process as the majority 

of the work is completed in fits and spurts during my 

holidays. AHer a major job of spliQng the layout into 2 

and spliQng and extending the original track plan the 

layout is now track work complete and capable of run-

ning trains. The next step will be to scenic and install 

working signals for a screen based CTC system. 

I believe the current mix of layout, clinic and other 

railway related mee"ngs is working well as this gives 

everybody the opportunity to either enjoy viewing a 

layout or learn a new skill with a clinic mee"ng or just 

have a day out on a railway related func"on. If you 

would like to host a mee"ng or have a sugges"on for a 

clinic or would like to volunteer to give a clinic or even 

have a sugges"on for a mee"ng please let me know 

either in person at a mee"ng or phone or email.  

- Les Fowler 
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Colin Hussey’s  

Memoirs 
(Con nued stories from last month) 

Kembla. Barracks meant staying for a minimum of 8 

hours and working a train home again. 

These men, also were caught up in the non-steam 

qualifica"on that was encountered with Goulburn 

men during the drought "me, when the few Short 

South trains were worked daily by steam, and in the 

main worked by Enfield or Eveleigh crews, although 

Goulburn did work pick up services from Goulburn to 

Moss Vale and some other services using available 

steam men, which meant the more senior men. 

With the breaking of the drought, the on loan men 

were sent back to their home depots, quicker than 

they were sent away in the first place, this also placed 

a burden on places like Enfield and the other depots 

men"oned. At the same "me engine shortages were 

experienced and the arrival of new contracts of die-

sels, was not filling the void as expected, during that 

"me, the 10x421, 40x 48, 6 49cl and the first of the 

2nd order of 40x44cl had entered service, along with 

another contract 40x48 class was s"ll to come. Thus 

there was an increase of steam haulage on the Sydney 

-Goulburn sec"on.  

Following the agreement to recommence the training 

of Goulburn firemen in mainline steam workings, Lo-

como"ve travelling inspectors were placed on standby 

du"es at Delec Enfield, should a diesel service be reset 

and worked by steam. However as I was to find out 

there was a new instruc"on put out and that was if 

there was two south trains running at around the 

same "me, and one was steam and the other diesel, 

with the steam rostered with an Enfield Fireman and 

Goulburn Driver, and GLBN Fireman with an Enfield 

driver on a diesel, then the firemen were to be re-

versed and the GLBN fireman to go with an inspector.  

Prior to the breaking of the 65/66 drought, when 

there was a huge decrease in traffic on every line in 

the state, many country depots had enginemen sent 

away on loan to other depots in order to reduce the 

amount of guarantee payments in their depots. The 

guarantee was part of the enginemen’s award that he 

would be paid a minimum wage of equivalent to 

80hours per fortnight, in severe drought "mes, some 

depots would have their enginemen working around 

30-40 hours a fortnight, in order to provide for gainful 

employment, sufficient numbers of junior firemen 

would be sent to depots that had work, and in this 

case, Enfield and larger depots such as Eveleigh, 

Broadmeadow, Port Waratah, and South Coast depots 

had men sent there from many country loca"ons.  

It cut down on over"me in 

those larger depots, whilst 

making more work, or should 

I say the lesser amount of 

work in trains to run, for the 

country crews that remained 

in the depots. In many cases, not just junior men were 

sent but the primary men being sent away were single 

men, as against married and family men. 

In many cases, these on loan men, were given restrict-

ed work at their new temporary loca"ons, owing to 

elements of their training was different to that of the 

new depots, this was especially so in Sydney, where 

there was a need for training in safe working that was 

very different to the country depots, it oHen meant 

that these men were put out of some working owing 

to the expense of training them in that specialised 

working, especially as these men might only be on 

loan for a short period of "me and the training could 

involve a week or more in a school, plus examina"on.  

It meant also that they rarely went on what was called 

"deep sea trains" that was trains worked to barracks, 

such as for Enfield men going to Moss Vale, GLBN, 

Lithgow/Bathurst, Broadmeadow, and Thirroul/Port 
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Colin Hussey’s  

Memoirs (Con nued) 

ed to the ordinary steam workings, so much so, that 

there became some unprecedented workings of 

standard goods engines aHer an absence of some 

years, along with the use of smaller branch line loco’s 

that worked trains, instead of running Light Engine all 

the way. By the 2nd half of the 60’s the slow running 

"mes of the standard goods engines, were a hin-

drance to the increasingly faster diesel services with 

only the slow 48 and 49 class branch line locomo"ves 

being as slow. 

It was therefore of interest to see these old plodders 

put back into work that they had enjoyed for many 

years, and became the backbone of the NSWGR goods 

services. Thus it was on one weekend that I had a Sat-

urday off, and as I finished work near midnight on the 

Friday evening, and for once had my camera in the 

bag that I no"ced any early morning goods rostered 

with one of the old girls, 5132, so my return home 

was delayed with a detour to follow it to Moss Vale. 

On the following Sunday night, I was rostered as an 

assistant engine turner at Enfield loco at 1100pm, this 

was a shed job that ran steam loco’s to the coal stage, 

for coaling, sanding and having the fire a?ended to, 

then stabling in the various sheds.  

On turning up for work, the first thing was to be 

signed on duty, obtain your work sheet, and always 

check the whistle out board (WOB), as this would give 

a bit of an idea of how busy your night may be. The 

WOB, had several columns, star"ng from the leH as 

follows:- date - Loco number - Shed (Enfield had 3) - 

Road - Train Number to work eg 361 S. (361 South 

Goods or 69 west Pick Up 5 trip etc) - WOT whistle out 

"me from depot - departure Yard. EG Enf (with ini"al 

for specific yard sec"on) Cly (Clyde etc).  

One night this occurred to me when I was rostered for 

a steam service, but on arrival at Loco Enfield, there 

was a hot debate going on with the Inspector and 

GLBN driver, I was to take the engine out into the 

yard, and change over with the GLBN fireman on the 

diesel, which the GLBN 

fireman was not pre-

pared to do, and the 

driver was backing him. 

The threat came to send 

them both home for 

refusing duty and against the agreements reached 

with the AFULE, NSWGR and others. I signed on and 

watched the mayhem, right when things were going to 

explode, the diesel failed, and with no spares, a 

38class was found for the diesel job, whilst the train I 

was to work had a 36cl. 

This eventuality meant the GLBN crew were in a no 

win posi"on and the swap was made, although they 

tried to get the loco’s swapped, which also failed, as 

the inspector pointed out, if the fireman went on the 

36 he became fully qualified. For me, I would have 

preferred the 36, as I preferred them over 38cl. 

As the GLBN firemen were progressively trained for 

steam working, I was to see some unusual workings in 

that early drought breaking days, many double head-

ings of steam to Glbn on Superphosphate trains, add-
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Colin Hussey’s  

Memoirs (Con nued) 

would have prepared the engine as it would have ran 

to a fairly fast T/T, and could run at 50MPH. To add 

surprise to this working even more, was at 0100 when 

the crew for 362Sth turned up for duty, as it was not 

the expected Enfield crew but a GLBN crew. 

Both Driver and fireman sauntered to the sign on win-

dow in a fairly jovial mood, and the talk seemed to 

centre on the fact that they would have a bigger en-

gine, such as a 36 or 38cl, which was the probable 

next best to a diesel as they would have thought on 

an early Monday morning goods train. As I walked 

past them and into the chargeman’s office as they 

went to the board, I was keen to see their faces when 

they saw the loco number wri?en up. Almost at an 

instance the talk stopped un"l one said "that’s go?a 

be a joke" and approached the window and said to 

the chargeman ""Hey Po (Nickname for George Hayes) 

what’s that crap on the board for 361sth, or are you 

having a go at us? “No Joke” came the reply, as she’s 

working her way back to Temora! With a lot of 

mu?ering and cursing, the crew walked over to the 

departure road and saddled up for the journey. 

I later saw a photo of the train approaching Marulan 

towards the end of its ini"al journey, the trains com-

posi"on consisted of farm machinery as well as other 

wagons that really had it looking like the typical coun-

try branch line train, that this engine would plod away 

doing for several more years..   

 

 

(to be con�nued next month) 

There was usually a fairly consistent range of WO’s of 

any night, but the surprise on this night was to actually 

see listed the more usual M - F goods trains 329 and 

309 Sth WO 2159 and 2259 respec"vely were also run-

ning, then my eyes fastened to something that I had 

not seen before, and sadly would not capture on cam-

era, 361 Sth goods, 0115 ex loco, with 3014T rostered 

on it. 3014 was an old saturated branch line engine 

that had received an overhaul at Eveleigh Workshops, 

and was returning to its home depot of Temora. 

There was usually a fairly consistent range of WO’s of 

any night, but the surprise on this night was to actually 

see listed the more usual M - F goods trains 329 and 

309 Sth WO 2159 and 2259 respec"vely were also run-

ning, then my eyes fastened to something that I had 

not seen before, and sadly would not capture on cam-

era, 361 Sth goods, 0115 ex loco, with 3014T rostered 

on it. 3014 was an old saturated branch line engine 

that had received an overhaul at Eveleigh Workshops, 

and was returning to its home depot of Temora. 

An enquiry to the Chargeman about it being a mistake 

was greeted with a shake of the head, and he said 

check the rest of the board. There listed were another 

3 southern trains hauled by steam, up un"l 0700, a 

very busy night. Each of these South trains along with 

some other trip trains had the engines prepared for 

the train crews as they were usually long hard jobs, if 

as per usual 3014 had ran LE to GLBN, the loco crew 
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You’re a Model Rail-

roader if… 

 

Here are some humorous but true statements on how 

you know you are a model railroader. 

You are a Model Railroader if: 

•  when you hear the word "couple," you think of 

two railroad cars joining together. 

• A walk down the jewellery making aisle at the 

craH store has you looking at necklace chain, 

and es"ma"ng if it is diminu"ve enough to use 

as "e downs for your flat car loads. 

• when you pull dry dead plants out of the garden, 

you wonder how they would look as miniature 

trees 

• You walk thru the plumbing department at Bun-

nings or Masters, and imagine all the scale 

smokestacks, silos, tanks, etc that you could 

scratchbuild from an 8H length of PVC pipe 

• You see your wife's makeup brushes in the bath-

room and ask her if she has any she can spare for 

weathering chalks 

• every cupboard you open and every shelf you 

look at is full of unbuilt kits! 

• Your dining room table is full of your building kits 

and other projects 

• Your friends think it's weird that you every issue 

of Model Railroader da"ng back decades, but not 

a single Playboy 

• If you salivate when the railroad crossing gates 

come down and the alarms start ringing. 

• You look at everything before you throw it away 

and decide if you could ever use it on your layout 

and throw it in the junk box instead. 

 

• If you relate to the prices of items in terms of 

how many trains you could get with that much 

money. 

 

If you have a funny defini�on, please send it to me at 

the email address on page 1. 

- David O’Hearn 

Regional Conven on 

Have you registered for the Australasian Region 

Conven�on at the Gold Coast this September? 

Check out the NMRA AR website. The Conven"on is at 

a great venue of the Helensvale Community and Cul-

tural Centre. There are some great clinics listed. For 

partners, there is a great non-rail program with a visit 

to the Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary and the conven-

"on dinner at the Helensvale Golf Club on the Satur-

day night should not be missed. 

 

Division 1 Web Site 

Division 1 has the largest number of members of any 

Division in the region. To help improve the communi-

ca"ons to its members, a web site has been created 

at: 

www.nmradivision1.org.au 

This web site has a secure members area that can only 

be accessed once you have applied for and been given 

a password. This secure page allows Division 1 to pro-

vide details for mee"ngs etc that are only for mem-

bers and not the general public ensuring that obliga-

"ons under the privacy act are met. 

 The site will be developed over a number of months 

providing an events calendar and other informa"on 

relevant to Div 1.  

- Robyn Taylor 


