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Welcome to the September edi"on 

of The Extra for 2014. 

We are into the season of Spring 

with warmer weather that once 

again allows us to get the most out 

of our wonderful hobby. It is also the 

season for train exhibi"ons and conven"ons. We have 

the very exci"ng and interes"ng na"onal conven"on 

being held on the Gold Coast later this month. Closer 

to home, we have the big AMRA Liverpool exhibi"on at 

the start of October where many vendors will convince 

us to buy that “must have” modelling item. 

Like all editors, I am always seeking contribu"ons for 

The Extra  so please pass contribu"ons to me at 

mee"ngs or email them to me  at: 

dohearn@internode.on.net   

All contribu"ons will be gratefully accepted. 

     -by David O’Hearn 
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From	the	Editor...	

	

September	2014	Meeting	

	

Next	Few	Meetings		
Our next few mee"ngs for 2014 will be: 

 

October Mee�ng—On 11 October 2014 at David 

Howarth’s layout room at Uralla Road, Dural. David is 

building a magnificent O scale layout based on a US 

mainline prototype and including a small logging branch. 

As David is providing a BBQ lunch, please contact Gerry 

Hopkins if you plan on a;ending as Gerry is consolida"ng 

numbers for catering purposes. 

November Mee�ng—On 8 November 2014, the mee"ng 

will be an all-day event hosted by the Southern High-

lands Model Railway Club.  The morning session from 10 

am to 12 noon will be at 1 Sheaffe St, East Bowral, 2576. 

The aCernoon session  will be from 1 pm to 3 pm with 

the mee"ng commencing at 2 pm. The aCernoon session 

will be at the club rooms at the Gangers Shed in the Rail-

way Compound, Erith Street, Bundanoon. The southern 

entrance to the shed is directly opposite 32 Erith Street. 

The northern entrance may be opened up for overflow 

parking.  

December Mee�ng—Our Christmas Party on 13 Decem-

ber 2014 at the Waterview Restaurant at Berowra Wa-

ters commencing at 12 noon. 

Other	Events:	
♦ NMRA Regional Conven"on on the Gold Coast on 

22-23 September 2014. See the NMRA AR web site 

(www.nmra.org.au) for details. 

♦ AMRA Model Railway Exhibi"on at Whitlam Cen-

tre Liverpool on 4, 5 and 6 October 2014.  

♦ New England Conven"on on 15 and 16 November 

2014 at Armidale Bowling Club. Contact Warren 

Herbert on (02) 6732 5711 for more info. 

	

Division	Seven	Roles	

On 13 September 2014 at Beryl Quince’s place at 76 

Good Street, Granville commencing at 2:00 pm. Beryl 

will open up her late husband, Vic's HO Scale model rail-

way based on the NSWGR. 
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The August mee"ng was hosted by Peter and Barbara 

Jensen at Narara on a beau"ful sunny aCernoon on 

Saturday, 9 August. 

Peter is building a large HO scale layout based on the 

Vermont area of the USA. He has his track laid and 

trains running as he considers the next challenge of 

scenery. 

The formal part of the mee"ng was conducted by our 

new Division 7 Superintendent, Les Fowler. Gerry Hop-

kins presented the Master Builder – Structures AP 

award to John Montgomery. David O’Hearn presented 

25 year membership plaques to Phillip Moore and Glen 

Conventry. 

Les advised the November mee"ng loca"on will change 

as the previously adver"sed venue at Rowan Mangion’s 

place is no longer available. Les also sought input for 

the December Christmas mee"ng with most people 

saying they were s"ll happy with the Waterview Res-

taurant at Berowra Waters. 

Barbara and the other ladies then provided a lovely 

aCernoon tea to the assembled group  

-   David O’Hearn 

 

August—Peter Jensen 

Division	Seven	Meeting	

Reports	

The ladies on the balcony “supervising” the  

ac�vi�es 

Gerry Hopkins presen�ng the Master Builder—

Structures AP to John Montgomery 

David O’Hearn presen�ng the 25 year plaques to 

Phillip Moore and Glen Coventry 

Members enjoying the winter sunshine and pleas-

ant conversa�on 



Volume 3, Issue 9 The Extra   September 2014

  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3 

 

From the Division 7   

Superintendent’s Desk 
This month I would like to start offering my congratu-

la"ons to all the volunteers that manned the Divisional 

Display at this year’s Own Town Model Show at New-

castle. The display which consisted of the Kid’s Scen-

ery Clinic and the “Charging Moose” won “Best in 

Show and Presenta"on. I would like to thank the Div. 7 

Display Manager – John Sterland and to the “Moose 

wrangler” Paul Morrant for their efforts in preparing 

and organising the display.  

This month also see a few awards presented at the 

monthly mee"ng, for the members that weren’t pre-

sent at the mee"ng the following awards were pre-

sented 

25 yrs Membership - Phillip Moore 

Glen Coventry 

AP Award for Structures -  John Montgomery   

- Les Fowler 

Paul Morrant and Ken Scales (back to the camera) 

Discussing with show aendees  
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Paul Morrant and Ken Scales (back to the camera) 

Discussing with show aendees  

Narrow Gauge SIG 
The bi-monthly mee"ng of the Narrow Gauge SIG was 

hosted by Paul Ferguson at Panania on Saturday 30th 

August. 

Paul has a very detailed HOn3 layout based on Colora-

do narrow gauge  railroad around Silverton. The lay-

out is housed in its own room in the backyard. FiCeen 

members a;ended the mee"ng  and enjoyed viewing 

the layout and sharing their knowledge and skills with 

the usual “show and tell” session. Below are some 

pictures of the day. 

Paul showing a model to the SIG members outside 

his layout room 

Greg Hildey showing a model of an ore loader 

Narrow Gauge SIG Members in deep discussion 

Eddie Harper and Steve Magee in the layout room 

Paul Ferguson and Ken Scales in the layout room 
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Colin Hussey’s  

Memoirs—The Shed—Enfield 

Locomo)ve Depot 

(Con)nued stories from last month) 

shed firemen, hostellers and cleaners. These posi"ons 

were, Fuel men;- Labourer posi"ons that worked at 

the coal stage for sanding, coaling, de-ashing engines, 

there were usually 3 fuel men on duty at the same 

"me, each with overlapping shiCs Engine turners and 

hostellers were labourer posi"ons, engine turners 

were qualified to run engines to coal stage, and into 

shed, the hostler oiled/prepared engines as well as 

take those engines to water column, and leave for 

outgoing crew/driver, he could take engine to coal 

stage if more coal was needed, he had an assistant 

who did the fireman’s prepara"on work. There were 1 

each of these posi"on, in 3 shiCs per day. Firelighters 

were also labourers, and were required to light up 

engines as well as maintain them in steam and water 

throughout his shiC, one on duty on 3 shiCs, that cov-

ered 1and2 sheds. 

Shed Firemen, were ac"ng drivers and usually had a 

fireman or qualified to fire ac"ng fireman with him as 

well. The A/D, were the senior men in that posi"on in 

the depot that were not out driving full "me, their 

seniority was of such that they were no longer consid-

ered junior enough to be out firing all the "me. In 

many ways a transi"on stage, and in many country 

depots some of these men would be stuck in the shed 

for years on end. There role was similar to the engine 

turner, and hostler, as they performed similar roles, it 

meant that the depot always needed at least 3 sets of 

men to run the engines to the coal stage for servicing 

per shiC, some"mes more and crews on short hour 

shiCs would be used to do the same role when things 

were busy. They could also be used to relieve other 

Enfield Loco depot was staffed from aCernoon shiC on 

Sundays. 1400hrs un"l the same "me on Saturdays, if 

there were any late arriving steam on Saturdays, the 

day shiC had to remain to cover that arrival, if it was 

going to be very late, then a crew and chargeman from 

Delec would be sent over for that role. 

 

Primarily there were 2 chargemen, one in the office 

that dealt with engine rostering, changes to their ros-

tered working, as well as being involved in geSng en-

ginemen relieved, (in conjunc"on with the appropriate 

roster/zona clerks, and zona chargeman at Delec, he 

was the senior man, as well as in charge of the depot, 

other than in daylight hours when the Mechanical 

branch DLE was in charge.. This chargeman started at 

0600, 1400 and 2200. An outdoor chargeman started 

at 0700, 1500, and 2300. His job was to ensure the 

engines departed the depot on "me, supervised the 

cleaners, as well as shed crews, he also was responsi-

ble, to ensure repairs were affected, checked with out-

going and incoming crews about the condi"on of en-

gines. 

 

There were different other posi"ons, that were direct-

ly involved with the movement and opera"on of en-

gines, such as Fuel men, fire lighters engine turners, 
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Colin Hussey’s  

Memoirs (Con)nued) 

ligh"ng them up as required, to be present when an 

engine was due out of the depot in order to operate 

the turn table. For Garra;s, the A/F also was required 

to take full engine kits to 3 shed, as no "me was given 

to crews to carry them to the shed He was also re-

quired to mix the wood shavings and dieseline and 

keep the bin full. 

 

A further job that was allocated to both Labourers as 

well as Trainee enginemen was the #1 shed turntable 

operator.. 1 and 3 sheds had T/T operators, whilst in 

my "me 2 shed did not. Crews of engines whistling 

out of 2 shed, were given extra "me to turn their own 

engines, for by this "me it was really only on week-

ends that engines were stored there, as through the 

week there was always room in 1 and 3 sheds. 2 shed 

was primarily used as a repair siding for boilermakers 

as well as for various major work a;en"on on steam, 

such as tone ups, light and medium overhauls.   

 

(to be con�nued next month) 

 

 

crews on duty long hours. 

 

Cleaners or Trainee Enginemen. The bo;om rung of 

the ladder, 3 shiCs a day 0600, 0730, and 1400. The 

chief job was to clean engines, such as black oiling, 

and fronts, this meant cleaning the working area for 

outgoing crews. On Sundays, this was a filthy job, ow-

ing to the "dags" that was created from the engines 

that were lit up, heavy dags of oil, and soot hung from 

the roofs and covered the whole inside of the cab. On 

Sundays, there were extra cleaners on duty, as there 

were on day shiC. 

 

Other shiCs of trainee enginemen (qualified) or called 

Other, were also rostered, these were used to light up 

engines, as they could use the shovel, assist in main-

taining them in steam sort of the same as the firelight-

er. Was on standby to go out firing when needed. 

There were always at least 3 rostered per shiC at vary-

ing "mes, such as 0600, 0700, 0800, 1400, 1500, 1600, 

2000, 2200, 2300, 0000. OCen the first two of each 

shiC were taken for firing on the yard shunters. 

 

An addi"onal shiC for an ac"ng fireman was set for 

him to be allocated to the Garra; or # 3 shed, where 

he was solely responsible to ensure that all engines 

stabled in 3 shed were watered, cleaned, as well as 
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You’re a Model Rail-

roader if… 

 

Following on from last month, here are some more hu-

morous but true statements on how you know you are 

a model railroader. 

You are a Model Railroader if: 

•  If the railroad related books in your house re-

quire their own bookcase. 

• If there are trains or train related items in more 

than half of the rooms in your house 

• You have more trains than your wife has shoes. 

• You know the difference between "red" and 

"boxcar red" paint, but can't tell the difference 

between your wife's "light blue" and 

"periwinkle" dresses. (You also look at your wife 

and go "what's periwinkle anyway?") 

• You spill Floquil paint on your work slacks and 

get upset about was"ng irreplaceable paint and 

not about ruining your good slacks. 

• You've been on your hands and knees digging 

through your carpet fibre by fibre trying to find 

the "ny screw, coupler spring or other micro-

scopic part you dropped. 

• You operate on a regular basis despite not being 

a surgeon.  

 

If you have a funny defini�on, please send it to me at 

the email address on page 1. 

- David O’Hearn 

Regional Conven)on 
Have you registered for the Australasian Region 

Conven�on at the Gold Coast this September? 

Check out the NMRA AR website. The Conven"on is at 

a great venue of the Helensvale Community and Cul-

tural Centre. There are some great clinics listed. For 

partners, there is a great non-rail program with a visit 

to the Currumbin Wildlife 

Sanctuary and the conven-

"on dinner at the Helensvale 

Golf Club on the Saturday 

night should not be missed. 

 

Our Town Model Show 

On the weekend of 23-24 August 2014, The Our Town 

Model Show was held at Newcastle Racecourse. The 

Show is a scale model exhibi"on featuring award-

winning model cars, boats, trains, military vehicles, 

figurines and lots more. 

 This year, Division 7 provided the kids scenery clinic, a 

‘how-to’ set of display boards showing how models are 

made and the Charging Moose layout. This allowed the 

show visitors to understand and par"cipate in all facets 

of building a model railroad. The display took out the 

top award for best  display/presenta"on. Congratula-

"ons are in order for our Divisional Display Manager - 

John  Sterland and the Divisional Moose Wrangler - 

Paul Morrant MMR for all the hard work in preparing 

and organising the display. 

Below are a couple more pictures of the NMRA stand 

at the Model Show. 

- David O’Hearn 


