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Welcome to the May edi"on of The 

Extra for 2015. 

This edi"on brings you the latest div 

7 news  and general interest infor-

ma"on . 

 This issue brings more of Donald Davis’s travels 

through the USA. We also have reports on the Narrow 

Gauge Conven"on, the April Div 7 Mee"ng and the 

Narrow Gauge SIG Mee"ng.  

We also have a thought provoking ar"cle on how 

much is enough that is worth a read. 

If you are interested in changes or new topics please 

let me know. Like all editors, I am always seeking con-

tribu"ons for The Extra  so please pass contribu"ons 

to me at mee"ngs or email them to me  at: 

dohearn@internode.on.net   

All contribu"ons will be gratefully accepted. 

     -by David O’Hearn 

 

From	the	Editor...	
April	Meeting	

 

Next	Few	Meetings		
June Mee�ng—On Sunday June 14th at Richmond 

Vale Railway Museum.  Located on Legge;'s Drive 

(Road B82) about 15 km north of the Cessnock Exit 

from the F3 (M1 Motorway). Look for the billboard 

type sign then proceed down a short dirt track. 

July Mee�ng—On Saturday, 11 th July 2015 at Phillip 

Anderson’s place at 55 Westminster Road, 

Gladesville commencing at 2:00 pm. David has a HO 

Scale Canadian layout set in the 1968-88 period. 

August Mee�ng—On Saturday 8 th August  2015 at 

Ken Scales’ place at 4 The Circuit, Blue Haven com-

mencing at 2:00 pm. Ken has a HO layout based on 

the Santa Fe and an On30 freelance layout. 

 

Division	Seven	Roles	

May Mee�ng—On Saturday 9 May 2015 at Gerry 

Hopkins’ place at 15 Narara Crescent, Narara com-

mencing at 12:00 noon and running "ll 4:00 pm. 

Note the extended �mes. Gerry models the Great 

Northern Railroad in HO Scale. This layout runs very 

well and has excellent scenery. It is a “must see” lay-

out. Gerry will operate a “ball” system to contain 

numbers in the layout room so you get a ping-pong 

ball from the basket at the door on entry.   
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♦ Thornleigh—6-8 June  2015 at the Brickpit 

Stadium, DarGord Road, Thornleigh NSW. 10-

5 Sat & Sun and 10-4 Mon.  

♦ Castle Hill—18-19 July 2015 at the Harvey 

Lowe Pavilion, Castle Hill Showgrounds (enter 

from Showgrounds Road. 9-5 Sat and 9-4 Sun. 

Conven�on �ckets are now available—

See the advert on page 3 or log onto Trybook-

ing.com and search for “NMRA”. 

 

Other	Events	
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Division	Seven	Meeting		

 

April—David	Latham	

at	Kangaroo	Point	

On a pleasant Saturday aJernoon on 11 April,  mem-

bers tracked down to the very pleasant Kangaroo 

Point to admire David Latham’s Fanta Se layout 

which is loosely based on the Santa Fe railroad. Da-

vid has done some very impressive structures and 

scenery  which make for great viewing by those who 

are not ver"cally challenged (as the layout is at 

about 5 J off the ground. 

Les Fowler commenced the formal part of the 

mee"ng welcoming 3 new members and one visitor. 

Les advised the Christmas Party will be the train trip 

to Robertson with lunch at the local hotel. This will 

be organised over the next couple of months. 

Les also advised the Early Bird booking price closes 

on 1 July 2015 so get in early with your conven"on 

booking and save money. Just go to Trybooking.com 

on the web and search for NMRA to find the Con-

ven"on. 

Erik Benne; advised he will be out of contact for the 

next six weeks so don’t be surprised if there is a de-

lay in answering membership issues for a while. 

Below are some pictures of the mee"ng and of Da-

vid’s well-sceniced layout. 

- David O’Hearn 

 

Les Fowler on his soap box for the formal part of 

the mee�ng 
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12th	Australian	

Narrow	Gauge	

Convention	
The 12th Australian Narrow Gauge Conven"on was 

held at Chevalier College at Bowral on the Easter 

Weekend of 4 and 5 April. 

On Monday the 6th, about 50 people toured the 

historical ruins of the Joadja Shale Oil Mining com-

plex and the new Joadja Whisky Dis"llery. 

The following pictures show some highlights of the 

weekend. 

- David O’Hearn 

 

A view of the Contest Room with some of the in-

spiring models on display 

Conven�on aendees gathering for the finale 

a5er a great Conven�on! Above images of some of the contest models Travelling by “people-mover” on the Joadja Tour 

Main Hall with layouts and traders at Chevalier 

College 
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AR Conven	on Commi�ee 
Conven�on officers 

Conven"on chairman (Les Fowler) 

AR Conven�on Commiee 

Conven�on officers 

Conven"on chairman (Les Fowler) 

Clinic organizer (Les Fowler) 

Layout tour organizer (Gerry Hopkins) 

Convec"on Treasurer (Sam Mangion) 

Auxiliary tour organizer (Peter Maguire) 

Region Liaison (David O’Hearn) 

 

Conven�on sub-officers 

Saturday Dinner and lunch coordinator (Les Fowler) 

Sideshow alley coordinator (Peter Maguire) 

Dona"on & Merchandise coordinator (Lachlan 

Maguire) 

Silent Auc"on organizer (John Saxon) 

Model Contest Chair (Gerry Hopkins) 

Photo Contest Chair (Sowerby Smith) 

Module Building Co-ordinator (John Montgomery) 

 

In other news the "ckets for the 2015 conven"on 

are now on sale.  

To buy the "ckets go to 

h;p://www.nmra.org.au/Conven"on15/

conven"on15.html then follow the links.  

Or 

h;p://www.trybooking.com/126026 to go direct to 

the booking web site. 

- Les Fowler 

 

Some old Calendar Pictures  
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Narrow	Gauge	SIG	

Meeting	
Stephen Magee hosted the bi-monthly Narrow 

Gauge SIG Mee"ng at his place at Edgeworth on Sat-

urday 18 April 2015. 

There was a good roll-up that included three visi-

tors. A number of those a;ending were put to work 

running Stephen’s very impressive logging layout for 

an hour or so. Then the formal part of the mee"ng 

with “show and tell” was conducted. As always this 

was interes"ng as various members displayed their 

models and talked of the innova"ve processes and 

products used in their modelling. Greg Hildey 

showed some nice O scale stone “bricks” from Dr 

Ben’s Rus"c Lumber Company. Charles Emerson 

brought along a HO Scale Alleghany loco (not really 

narrow gauge!!) to show off the high performance 

speakers and WOW steam decoder installa"on. Gary 

Norwood described kit-bashing a box car in HOn3. 

John Meredith described ac"vi"es of the UK 7mm 

modellers and Paul Morrant brought along his O 

scale rendi"on of a very dilapidated barn. 

The following pictures show some highlights of the 

aJernoon. 

- David O’Hearn 

 

John Montgomery chairing the “Show and Tell” 

part of the mee�ng 

Paul Morrant in his role as king of the castle! 

The enthusias�c audience 

Paul Ward and others admiring Stephen’s layout 
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 Donald	and	Janette’s	

Tour	of	the	USA	

-	Ludington	to	Duluth		

Or how to make a 4 hour trip take 50 days 

This trip was not a Rail trip with the trains being only 

part of the overall trip. 

Ludington MI to Green Bay WI 7/9/2014  

We disembarked from the S.S. Badger at Manitowoc 

WI and drove up Hwy 43 to Green Bay. AJer a look 

around the town we went to the Na"onal Railroad 

Museum. At the Museum there are a couple of no-

table locomo"ves the first being the Dwight D. Ei-

senhower a LNER A4 steam locomo"ve it was 

shipped to England with another A4 from Canada in 

September 2012 and returned to Green Bay in June 

2014 so it was a surprise to see it. The other rare 

locomo"ve is Rock Island No.2 Aerotrain which is 1 

of 2 

built by GM. Another is the Pershing Steam locomo-

"ve was built for the US Army in WW1 and then 

given to South Korea in 1947 and then repatriated 

back to the USA and donated by the Army to the 

Railroad Museum. This museum is well worth the 

visit. 

 

 

Na�onal Railroad Museum Green Bay WI 

LNER 6008  Dwight D. Eisenhower 4-6-2 

US Army 101 Pershing Baldwin 2-8-0 

PRR 4890  GG1 GE Electric locomo�ve 

Con"nued next page 

GBR 106 Alco S6 originally an S.P. loco 

DM&I R/R 506  Alco 2-10-2 
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Ludington	to	Duluth	

(Continued)	

Weed burner at Jackson MI 

 

Green Bay to Duluth via Oshkosh  8/9/2014 

Leaving early in the morning we headed for Osh-

kosh we saw a few rail tracks but not much ac"vity. 

Arrived at 10.00 am at the EAA Air Venture where 

we spent 4 hours looking at all the interes"ng air-

craJ this is another museum for anyone interested 

in aircraJ to visit. LeJ Oshkosh and travelled on 

Hwy 10 to Eau Claire then up Hwy 52 to Duluth 

Minnesota  this was our longest day driving. 

 

 

Rock Island 2 GM Aero train 

US Army 8651 Alco RSD1 

More of Donald and Jane;e’s adventures next 

month 

 Air Venture Museum Oshkosh WI  

NMRA	National	Election	

	Results	

The NMRA Na"onal Elec"on was conducted in Febru-

ary 2015. The results of this elec"on are: 

President.                  Charlie Getz 

VP-Admin.                 Clark Kooning 

VP-SP.                         Gerry Leone 

PDD.                           Mike Bartle; 

EDD.                           Joe Gemini 

ALNAD                       Peter Youngblood 

We congratulate these people on their success and 

look forward to their con"nued management of the 

NMRA. 

Seen at the recent 7 mm Forum at North Sydney which 

is predominantly NSWGR and Standard Gauge. 

'Talk about going over to the Dark Side'  
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Peter Waterman sells 

his railway collec	on 

Pop producer Pete Waterman is the world's leading 

collector and patron of modellers, but has decided to 

auc"on off his 50-collec"on. 

Pete Waterman swapped music tracks for railway 

tracks and hailed his model train auc"on as 

"fantas"c" with a sale total of more than £600,000.  

The pop producer's 56 finest scratch-built model 

trains from his collec"on - seen as the Faberge Eggs of 

the model locomo"ves world and worth £1 million - 

went on sale in Mayfair, central London, and 32 of 

them were sold for over half a million pounds.  

Pete Waterman swapped music tracks for railway 

tracks and hailed his model train auc"on as 

"fantas"c" with a sale total of more than £600,000.  

The pop producer's 56 finest scratch-built model 

trains from his collec"on - seen as the Faberge Eggs 

of the model locomo"ves world and worth £1 mil-

lion - went on sale in Mayfair, central London, and 

32 of them were sold for over half a million pounds.  

Alongside his music career, the 68-year-old hitmak-

er has also carved out a role for himself in the 

world of train modelling and railway preserva"on 

over the past 50 years.  

As the world's leading collector and patron of mod-

ellers, he decided to sell what amounts to around a 

tenth of his collec"on in order to raise enough 

money to secure the future of Waterman Railway 

Heritage Trust, which holds his collec"on of full-size 

steam engines, housed at sites around the country.  

The remaining 90% of his collec"on is of almost 

incalculable value and will never be sold, making 

this a unique opportunity to acquire objects of this 

calibre, and Waterman sees them primarily as works 

of art.  

Waterman has been collec"ng for 56 years, star"ng 

at the age of 11 when he paid around £8 - twice the 

going rate - for a rare engine that had gone out of 

produc"on 20 years earlier.  

"I sold it about five years later for £30 and that's what 

got me started," he said.  

He funded that first purchase with money saved from 

his paper round - a guinea a week - and the five bob 

he would get fetching coal in his sister's pram.  

The music producer said he was born next to a rail-

way line and his first job in 1962 was on a railway.  

Speaking about the extent of his interest even today, 

Waterman said: "There is not one minute I'm not 

playing trains."  

- Extracted from UK Daily Telegraph Newspaper 

Pete Waterman with a 7 1/4 inch gauge model of the 

Great Western Railway Class 3700 4-4-0 tender locomo-

"ve No.3440 'City of Truro'  

Pete Waterman with a part of his extensive train 

network setup in his home in Cheshire  

A 7 1/4 gauge Great Western Railway Beyer Goods 

0-6-0 locomo"ve and tender No.337  
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perimen"ng with back lighted names on building... 

 I am nearly afraid that I will be making my own Miller 

Engineering Signs soon. 

One model has just "pped over 200 hours. 

 Then I stopped and went Cold Turkey on my struc-

tures. Pushed myself away from my modelling desk. 

 Why?  

Yes, I found my limit and it's just a bit beyond 200 

hours for one model, even if stretched out over sever-

al days. There is a point in my endeavours where i 

must quit a model and put it to the side. Even if not 

yet completed. 

 Just wondering if anyone else has found themselves 

sanding on ONE model aJer 200 hours, where your 

sense comes back and you say enough? (at least for 

now and several days to come). 

 What is the longest "me you have spent on one mod-

el? Whether completed or not! 

This ar�cle was extracted from a Yahoo Groups chat 

list. Some would cri�cise a person spending 200 hours 

on a model. However, we all enjoy different facets of 

this great model railroading hobby. If you get pleasure 

out of spending 200 hours on one model, then go 

ahead and enjoy it. Conversely, if you only want to 

spend a few hours on a model so you can dive back 

into another facet of the hobby, then you do that. 

Each to our own areas of fun in the hobby! 

- David O’Hearn 

How many hours is 

enough? 

Two years ago, I was puWng in maybe 5-10 hours per 

kit or kit-bashed N Scale Structure.  This included 

some air mis"ng, detailing and even puWng in floors 

with mul"ple lights. I was heading over 20 hours per 

model with roof and other interior/exterior detailing, 

when I came upon a fellow model railroader who was 

geWng out...Ci"ng the hobby was taking too much  

"me (and money) away from his family. I bought his 

tools, which includes a fine array, purchased from 

around the world. Over 100 micro drills. He was easily 

spending 50+ hours per structure. He had created his 

own jigs for gluing. 

 I began to do the same, mostly to fit and finish and 

aligning all parts perfectly before applying any glue. 

No gaps, all set at 90 degree angles...etc.  Absolutely 

no glue showing inside or out.  What took me one 

evening now took me days into weeks.  

Then my structures began to have a layered affect 

with a 3 Dimensional quality...with indented balco-

nies and entry ways. I was heading into months to 

complete one model and was near 100 hours per 

model.  

I then began to plan models, taking several small bits 

and pieces from several kits. Mostly from second-

hand glued up kits. My only visits to real hobby shops 

and Train Stores was for scratch building supplies.  

It was  taking me upwards of 3 months to set aside 

the needed parts, before I even began the model. I 

began to measure original buildings for a more proto 

type rendi"on 

Then I got worse. 

 I am now going around picking up anything which I 

might be able to use in N Scale. Acrylic what-evers 

from places like Tap Plas"cs or from the shelves of 

ThriJ Shops. Not just plas"c or even wood, but vari-

e"es of metal.   At about this "me, I began to get 

the no"on of why an ar"st never shows his work "ll 

100% completed.  

 And Oops!  

 An obsessive-compulsive trait began to seep  

through in my behaviour. I would find myself into a 

model at over 20 hours, then !??! decide to start 

completely over....Cause I knew I could do much 

be;er from the Git Go on a Second or even 7th 

a;empt. 

The I began to step it up again with modelled foun-

da"ons.   And worse...Ligh"ng. Even ligh"ng the 

basement of a model.  I began to incorporate Fibre 

Op"c ligh"ng for subtle affects and have used a 

number board for street address on an N Scale 

House. A year later it is s"ll working...but I have yet 

to complete that model.  LED's on rheostats. Wood-

land Scenics and a another system just hit the mar-

ket but before them...I was making my own on PC 

boards.  Smooth transi"ons between joined pieces 

by using a variety of tools and jigs for gluing and 

seWng up along with a lot of fine nail files and sand-

ing paper upwards to 800 grit. Joined walls without 

the need for ivy or a downspot/drain.  

 I am now incorpora"ng indented El Wire and ex-


