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Welcome to the June edi"on of The 

Extra for 2015. 

This edi"on brings you the latest div 

7 news  and general interest infor-

ma"on . 

 This issue brings more of Donald Davis’s travels 

through the USA.  

I have also included an ar"cle, the first of many, on 

the art of weathering using Pan Pastels. I personally 

find Pan Pastels are a great way to weather my mod-

els without fear of messing them up! 

If you are interested in changes or new topics please 

let me know. Like all editors, I am always seeking con-

tribu"ons for The Extra  so please pass contribu"ons 

to me at mee"ngs or email them to me  at: 

dohearn@internode.on.net   

All contribu"ons will be gratefully accepted. 

     -by David O’Hearn 

 

From	the	Editor...	
April	Meeting	

 

Next	Few	Meetings		
July Mee�ng—On Saturday, 11 th July 2015 at Phillip 

Anderson’s place at 55 Westminster Road, 

Gladesville commencing at 2:00 pm. David has a HO 

Scale Canadian layout set in the 1968-88 period. 

August Mee�ng—On Saturday 8 th August  2015 at 

Ken Scales’ place at 4 The Circuit, Blue Haven com-

mencing at 2:00 pm. Ken has a HO layout based on 

the Santa Fe and an On30 freelance layout. 

September Mee�ng– Our September Mee"ng is the 

Regional NMRA Conven"on at ECalong Beach. If you 

haven’t already booked, see the adver"sement on 

Page 4 or log onto Trybooking.com and search for 

“NMRA”. 

 

Division	Seven	Roles	

June Mee�ng—On Sunday June 14th at Richmond 

Vale Railway Museum.  Located on LeggeC's Drive 

(Road B82) about 15 km north of the Cessnock Exit 

from the F3 (M1 Motorway). Detailed direc�ons are 

on Page 3. Please study these direc"ons as the Rich-

mond Vale complex is off the main road and there is 

only one billboard indica"ng its loca"on. 

Also, please note there is an entry fee payable to the 

Richmond Vale Museum organisa"on. 
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♦ Thornleigh—6-8 June  2015 at the Brickpit 

Stadium, DarKord Road, Thornleigh NSW. 10-

5 Sat & Sun and 10-4 Mon.  

♦ Castle Hill—18-19 July 2015 at the Harvey 

Lowe Pavilion, Castle Hill Showgrounds (enter 

from Showgrounds Road. 9-5 Sat and 9-4 Sun. 

♦ Canberra-1-2 August 2015 at the Malkara 

Special School, Wisdom St, Garran. 9:30 to 5 

on Sat, 9:30 to 4 on Sun. 

 

Other	Events	
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Division	Seven	Meeting		

 

May—Gerry	Hopkins	

at	Narara	

The May Mee"ng for Division 7 was held on Satur-

day, 9 May at Gerry Hopkin’s place at Narara. It was 

a beau"ful, sunny autumn aNernoon which drew 

over 80 members and 3 visitors. NMRA members 

travelled as far as from Canberra and from Taree 

(Divisions 2 and 9). 

Gerry’s layout ran like a Swiss watch as Gerry 

demonstrated the virtues of the new TCS WOW Die-

sel and Steam loco decoders. 

At the business "me of the mee"ng, Les Fowler 

raised the following: 

♦ The Christmas Party will be a train trip by 

3801 Ltd to Robertson with lunch at the Rob-

ertson Inn (See no"ce elsewhere in this news-

leCer).  The cost will be about $95 per person 

so start saving up. 

♦ People are being encouraged to sign up for 

the Conven"on at ECalong Beach in Septem-

ber.  

♦ A volunteer is needed to run the “Bring & 

Buy” at the Conven"on. If you can help, con-

tact Les Fowler. 

♦ The book is open for people to nominate to 

host a Div 7 mee"ng next year – see Les 

Fowler for details. 

ANer Les had finished talking, Gerry Hopkins pre-

sented the Master Builder – Structures AP to John 

Mar"n. 

Lauris Hopkins and the other ladies then put out a 

lovely spread for aNernoon tea that was quickly 

demolished by the ravenous crowd. 

- David O’Hearn 

  

 

Les Fowler on his soap box for the formal part of 

the mee�ng 

Part of the large roll up of members for the 

mee�ng at Gerry’s place 

Gerry presen�ng the Master Builder—Structures 

AP to John Mar�n 



Volume 4, Issue 65 The Extra   June 2015

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 3 

From the Hunter Expressway (M15) 

•Take the Kurri Kurri off ramp onto Main rd.  

•After a few hundred meters Main rd becomes Lang st.  

•Continue along Lang St.  

•At the roundabout take the 1st exit onto Victoria St.  

•Continue along Victoria St.  

•At the nest roundabout take the 3rd exit onto Railway St.  

•Continue along Railway St  

•Turn left onto Stanford St.  

•After about a kilometre Stanford St becomes Leggetts Dr 
(B82)  

•Continue along Leggetts Dr (B82) for about two and a 
half Kilometres.  

•Then you should see the sign on your right.  
 
When you turn into the gravel road, you find the road 
turns to the right and becomes a dirt track between the 
gum trees. Don’t despair, you are going the correct way 
and the Richmond Main complex will shortly appear in 
front of you. 
 
The entry fees are: 
 

�  Adults: $16.00 

�  Concession: $11.00 

�  Children (5-15): $7.50 

�  Children Under 5: FREE 

Once you have paid your entry to the site, there are free 
train rides to the Pelaw Main site (about 5 km away). 

If there are sufficient people, Les Fowler will contact a 
short meeting at 1:00 pm near the Richmond Main com-
plex so hand around that area at that time. 

Please note the gates to the complex open at 10:00 

am and close at 4:00 pm. 

The canteen at the complex has limited items so 

consider bringing a picnic basket. 

 

Ge�ng to Richmond Vale 

Railway for the Division 7 

June Mee�ng 

Firstly do not input Richmond Vale Railway Museum into 
your GPS device. They have no street address so it wont 
find the site. 

From the Sydney, Newcastle motorway (M1) 

•Take the Freemans waterhole off ramp.  

•Turn left onto Freemans Dr (B82) after ramp.  

•At the Freemans Waterhole roundabout take the 1st exit 
onto Freemans Dr (B82).  

•After a about a kilometre Freemans Drive becomes Leg-
getts Drive.  

•Continue along Leggetts Drive(B82) for about ten kilome-
tres.  

•At the next roundabout take the 2nd exit onto Leggetts Dr 
(B82).  

•Continue along Leggetts Dr (B82) for about four kilometres.  

•Then you should see the below sign on your left.  
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 Donald	and	Janette’s	

Tour	of	the	USA	

-	Duluth		

Or how to make a 4 hour trip take 50 days 

This trip was not a Rail trip with the trains being only 

part of the overall trip. 

Duluth MN  8-12/9/2014 

Arriving late at night we booked into the only Com-

fort Inn near the lakes BUT it was in an industrial 

area so was not a tourist area. We moved out the 

next morning and booked into the Holiday Inn in the 

city on the 15
th

 floor and views of the lake, excellent 

move. We spent the first day looking around town 

and finding the restaurant’s and tourist sites. Went 

on a tour of the Lake Superior Harbour which was 

excellent several of the photos were taken from the 

boat. 

Did a tour of the S.S. William A. Irvine an ore carrier 

which operated from 1938 to 1978 and is now an 

excellent museum. 

Travelled up the coast of Lake Superior to near the 

Canadian Border and back and sighted several ships 

on the lake. Drove down most of the public roads 

down by the harbour looking for rail traffic found a 

fair bit of stored grain cars but not much locomo"ve 

movements. These were the only sigh"ngs we saw 

C.N. ore train at the unloading bridge adjacent to S 

33rd Ave, 2 BNSF locos under the on ramp of Hwy 

535 also a Private Rail Ltd Loco parked on a siding. 

Considering this was only about 3 hours of looking 

around it was not bad. 

The next day we went on a harbour cruise where we 

travelled through the very busy harbour and also a 

short trip out into Lake Superior where we had to 

wait for several ships to enter the harbour via the 

entrance channel. Whilst on the cruise boat not only 

Ore Loader with ore wagons on the ore bridge in the 

background 

PRR 4890  GG1 GE Electric locomo�ve 

Con"nued next page 

Private Rail Limited 704 EMD GP38-2 at a siding near 

Hwy 35 

2 BNSF 3411 EMD SW1500 & 3703 EMD MP15DC 

shun�ng at Duluth Harbour 

3 Canadian Na�onal EMD’s 6264 SD40-3, 6021 SD40

-2Q & 6018 SD40-2Q loading ore in Duluth harbour 
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Duluth	(Continued)	

Cenex Harvest State No.15 EMD SW1 at Duluth harbour 

Locomo�ve History 

♦ CN 6264 SD40-3,  IC 6264, Built as BN 6757 

SD40-2 

♦ CN 6021 SD40-2Q, Built as CN 5226 SD40 

♦ CN 6018 SD40-2Q, Built as CN 5014 SD40 

♦ BNSF 3411 SW1500, BN 31 Built as SLSF 226 

saw quite a few ships but several locomo"ves Holcim 

Cement GE45 Tonner, Cenex Harvest No.15 this was 

one of three locomo"ves seen at the grain elevators 

and Missabee 193 returning from a lakeside trip. 

We had to wait for the ore carrier American Integrity 

had cleared the channel so our cruise boat could 

dock this was one of the many ships that were in har-

bour. 

 

 

 

 

 

Holcim Cement GE45 Toner at Duluth Harbour 

DMIR 193 EMD SD18 returning from a lakeside trip 

More of Donald and JaneCe’s adventures next 

month 

American Integrity an ore carrier in Duluth Harbour  

♦ BNSF 3703 MP15DC, BN 1003 & 4003, Built as 

SLSF 364 

♦ PRLX 704 GP38-2, IAIS 704, LLPX 2307, UP 1917, 

EMDX 754, CR 7954 Built as PC 7954  

♦ Holcim Cement GE 45 ton unable to find any 

informa"on 

♦ Cenex Harvest State 15 SW1, Built as LN 15 

♦ DMIR 193 SD18 Built as DMIR  193 

There were other sights we saw in Duluth but they 

will be covered in a following ar"cle  

- Donald Davis 
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Weathering	with	Pan	

Pastels	

Why	weather	our	models?	

The answer is to achieve realism. Other reasons are to 

put our personal touch on our model (so it doesn’t 

look the same as everyone else’s model) and also to 

hide flaws in the paintwork. 

As most new models come straight out of the box 

with contest-winning detail, we could run them but 

they will look like they have come straight from the 

manufacturers spray booth. Weathering allows us to 

make the models look more like the real thing. 

Why	do	modelers	avoid	

weathering?	
The usual answers to this ques"on are:  

“I can’t weather.” 

“I don’t have an airbrush.” 

“I’m afraid of wrecking my expensive model.” 

All, extremely, valid, points. Well, here are my an-

swers: 

To #3 – You can not wreck it with PanPastel because it 

can be removed/corrected easily. 

To #2 – You don’t need an airbrush. 

And to #1, that’s OK  because this series of ar"cles will 

teach you how I weather.  

What	are	Pan	Pastels?	

PanPastel was originally invented for ar"sts. They 

primarily use it (as with pastel s"cks) on paper as 

intended. PanPastel colors are highly pigmented 

with super-fine ar"st’s quality pigments. They will 

stand the test of "me and are only limited by your 

imagina"on.  Pan Pastels seem to s"ck much beCer 

than other dusts, chalks and weathering powders on 

the market. They can withstand moderate handling 

without rubbing off so you only need a final fixa"ve 

(dullcoat) paint  layer if the model is frequently han-

dled. However, like all powders, they can be washed 

off the model  (prior to the final paint stage) if you 

change your mind—ie it is reversible! 

I first came across Pan Pastels when Tony Koester 

published an ar"cle in Model Railroader November 

2013 edi"on boas"ng of weathering a steam loco-

mo"ve in 7 minutes.  Tony’s ar"cle showed that you 

can do a realis"c weathering job very quickly and 

very effec"vely with Pan Pastels. I ordered some 

Pan Pastels and found it was a very easy way to 

quickly weather my models. 

Pan Pastels come in many colours as shown above. 

Each colour is in a separate round container (like a 

make up container). When I purchased my colours, I 

selected from the colour chart but now the manu-

facturer make kits specifically for weathering.  

You apply the colour by “loading” it onto a special 

sponge-like tool called a SoY. Some SoYs are shown 

in the photo below. 

Getting	Started	
First you need to have a maC finish on your model. 

Ar"sts use pastels on paper which is maC (not gloss) 

and using Pan Pastels on our models is no different. 

For convenience, I tend to use a spray can of maC var-

nish but using dullcoat in an airbrush would give you 

more control.  I usually use Estapol MaC Clear but 

Bunnings no longer stocks WaCyl products so I have 

to look further afield.  Other products that are suita-

ble are Dullcoat, Krylon MaC Finish and Krylon Worka-

ble Fixa"ve (usually available at Arts Stores)  but more 

expensive than Estapol MaC Clear. 

Next you select the appropriate SoY sponge using 

broad ones for broad areas of the model and pointy 

ones for corners and crevices. 

Next you load the colour on the soY tool by  by gently 

swiping over the pan surface 1-3 "mes with a circular 

mo"on. Swiping the pan’s surface more than neces-

sary will generate excess dust. Use gentle pressure - 
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do not dig into the colour. Work the en"re surface of 

the pan evenly. Re-load the tool as required and apply 

colour mul"ple "mes for a more intense colour appli-

ca"on.  

Then rub the colour onto your model. Use repeated 

applica"ons for intense colour or only a few light ap-

plica"ons for light weathering effects. 

You can mix colours by loading mul"ple colours onto 

the soY tool before  touching the model if you re-

quire a blended colour. 

Change colours quickly and easily – to use the same 

tool with several colours – simply “clean” between 

colours by wiping sponge/applicator on a dry paper 

towel. 

Every now and then you may need to wash the SoY 

Tools for a deeper clean. Wash gently with warm wa-

Weathering	with	Pan	Pastels	

(Continued)	

ter and a mild soap. Squeeze. Lay on a paper towel 

to dry and air dry fully. 

SoY Tools can be re-used several "mes (depending 

on the surface used). 

If a pan’s surface becomes contaminated with an-

other colour, gently wipe away the unwanted colour 

with a clean SoY sponge or a dry paper towel.  

Weathering a roof with a broad so@ and a rust colour 

pastel 

Brush painted PrimerGray roof, roof seam caps Roof 

Brown. Weathering and running boards PanPastel® 

Paynes Gray and Tint plus Burnt Sienna highlights  

PanPastel is a very forgiving medium. If you don’t like 

the results you are ge[ng you can easily erase small 

areas with any eraser or you can wash the en"re 

model (prior to fixing) and start again. 

Once you are happy with the weathering job, you can 

fix it with the Estapol or dullcoat if the model is likely 

to be handled a lot. 

Buying	Pan	Pastels	
To find an Australian seller, just Google “Pan Pastels 

Australia”. There are plenty of art supply stores sell-

ing the items. 

Take the round SoB Sponge Bar and scrub a Dark 

Brown PanPastel like Burnt Sienna Shade 740.3 or Extra 

Dark 740.1 from le@ to right on the roof. This will place 

most of the base color down and pick the overlapping 

seams of the radial roof detail. Now use light passes 

from center to edge of the roof to create a paern re-

sembling the flow acid rain would take. You can use the 

SoB Knife (with cover) here. The flat (No.2) shape can 

load one color on the large flat side and two colors, one 

on each side.  


