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The NEW extra Division Seven Newsle er 

Superintendent  Les Fowler 

Treasurer   Graham Wo�on 

AP Assistant Manager John F Parker MMR 

Hospitality Manager Greg Morris 

Editor  (Temp)  Gerry Hopkins MMR 

Presenta$on Manager TBA 

I have taken on the roll of Editor as a temporary job 

un$l we can find a more 

suitable person for the job. 

I intend to include some short 

ar$cles or $ps from 

experienced modellers which 

might help newcomers to the 

hobby. Some of the more 

experienced modellers take 

li�le things for granted—with 

photos in most  cases. The 

subjects will be wide ranging—hope the idea works! 

This month, I will show a clinic on how to take photos 

that are in focus. I get sent many photos to put on the 

web but there is less that 20% of it in focus.  

The  $ps will cover—smartphone—digital camera—

and Digital SLR. This will all work even if your shake is 

from age, health or just nervous or excited!  

Gerry Hopkins MMR 

 

From	the	Editor...	

 

January	2018	Meeting	
 

Next	Few	Meetings		

February Mee$ng—On Saturday 10 February 2018 at 

the Newcastle Model Railway Club, Dora Road, 

Adamstown , Newcastle. 

HO scale and N scale—DCC & DC 

March Mee$ng—On Saturday 10 March 2018 at the 

home of Sowerby Smith MMR at 174 Fullers Road, 

Chatswood. The Australasian Region Annual General 

Mee$ng being conducted at 3:00 pm. 

Shasta Sub Division, Southern Pacific. HO DCC 

April Mee$ng—On Saturday 14 April 2018 at Peter 

Jensen’s home— 13 Anne Close, Narara at 2.00 pm. 

Vermont Railways. HO DCC 

Other	Events:	
♦ THIRLMERE – NSW. March 4  

♦ FORESTVILLE – NSW. March 3-4  

♦ HORNSBY HEIGHTS – NSW. May 5-6  

See Page 4 for details 

 

Division	Seven	Roles	

The January Mee$ng was held at the Valley Heights 

Railway Museum in the Blue Mountains on a 

beau$ful day. Only a 1hr 40m drive from Gosford—

Li�le Traffic. 

On the  next page you can see full report and some 

photos of that mee$ng. 

On page 3 are the first $ps on geCng an “in focus” 

photo with your smartphone. Other types of 

cameras to follow. 

On page 4 how to get the best from using your 

superglue. 
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On a beau$ful morning we set off from the Central Coast and headed for the Blue 

Mountains. We were to meet at the Valley Heights Steam Museum at 11.00am for a 12.00 

noon start. Air temp was a very comfortable—22C with some light cloud. 

We arrived right on 11.00 am - a 1hr 40 min drive – very li�le traffic! There were already a 

number of our members there, being social and wondering around the exhibits. At 12.00 

noon our Divisional Superman call us all together in the stainless steel coach used for 

presenta$ons and mee$ngs. 

 

We were shown a video of the history of the 

Valley Heights sec$on of the railway including 

the two Zig Zags – some great photos and 

very good informa$on. 

We were then taken on a conducted tour of 

the round house beginning with the coach of 

the Caves Express – totally refurbished. On 

the next track was a refurbished Milk Van. Its 

construc$on was explained and we had a look 

inside.  

The next track had a green 32 class, 

there was a stairway to the cab for us 

to look around. Very nice condi$on – 

not sure if it could steam. We looked at 

some refurbished 4 wheel wagons and 

a neat BBQ. 

Members were invited to climb aboard the passenger tram carriage. Again totally refurbished 

and used behind the steam tram on steam running days. Its history was explained and is one of 

two at the museum, the other is being refurbished. 

On to the 54 class, steps to the cab where we could hear a conversa$on between two of the 

crew as it would have been back then! There was a diagram explaining the different parts of the 

cab with matching labels on those parts in the cab. 

The next road housed a rare loco – a complete 46 class. This one being 4601 the class leader. 

Members were invited into the cab to see what the driver saw through the front window. In the 

not too distant future you will be able to walk through the “engine room” to the other cab. 

Then a pleasant walk down to the other 

end of the yard. At the end of the track was 

a fully restored 4wh hopper. Back towards 

the round house for the star of the show – 

the mighty 57 class – 5711. They are 

relaying a crossover in front of the loco and 

when completed the loco will be moved to 

the turntable, turned and placed in one of 

the stalls in the round house with its 

massive tender behind it. Then more 

cosme$c work will be done. If you have a 

spare $5m they will get it steaming for you. 

Next stop a working NSW HO layout. On the 

other side of the shop was another working 

layout. This was a working model of Valley 

Heights sta$on and engine sheds in steam 

days. A pair of 32 class locos in the yard and 

another 5 x 50 class locos ready for use. 

It was then $me to say goodbye and make 

our way home to – Bowral, Campbelltown, 

Blaxland, Central Coast and numerous 

other places around the division. 30 

members had a very enjoyable day. 

VALLEY HEIGHTS RAILWAY MUSEUM 
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 Modellers, this is a slightly long $p – but – you should find it interes$ng. Part one this 

month and part two next month. There are two parts to taking a photo “in focus” – 

the aperture size (the size of the hole that the lens looks 

through) - the exposure $me (how long the aperture is open).  

This month I will tell you about the “Smartphone”. The 

aperture on most of these is limited to F2.2 so the only real 

variable is the speed of the shu�er. The smartphone is 

intended as a “live ac$on” unit to capture your everyday 

experiences and send to all your friends. So speed is of 

importance. 

Well one thing we can control is a $me delay to operate the 

shu�er. This will give you $me to get your hand away from the 

unit for a perfectly s$ll shot. 

Once you touch the “camera icon” on the phone, 

you will see on the screen an icon that looks like a 

gearwheel. This gets you into the ‘seCngs’ for the 

camera. There are two adjustments here – one, to 

select the resolu$on and the other is the $me 

delay. OK, resolu$on – always set to the highest 

resolu$on. The $me delay – most phones have a 

choice of 2, 5, or 10 seconds – 5 seconds should suit most people. 

Enough technobabble – $me to take some photos. 

We have the camera set now to set up the shot. 

Holding the camera s$ll allows it to “move” while we 

take the shot – so – we must make it stand on its own!  

We can use a block of 2” x 1” about 2” long. A rubber 

band will hold the phone against it. Cheap – but it will 

work. We can go “upmarket” – use a full staple box 

with a rubber band. Place the camera in posi$on, line 

it up, then touch the shu�er icon – hands away and let 

it $me out and take the shot.  

. 

Simple, but s$ll low class – so – we can buy a tripod with phone adaptor. I use the one from 

Target a li�le pricey but good. The current price is only $8.00. The phone adaptor can also be 

used on a normal tripod. 

We are now set up properly to take a good photo—in focus.  Remember we can s$ll crop the 

photo to get the best bit in the middle get rid of the people in the background seeing what you 

are up to. 

The most important thing of all is, prac$ce, it does not cost you anything. 

You can download a number of free photo edi$ng soRware packages and do plenty of “new 

things”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next month I will run through a few 

things you can do with a digital camera 

and the DSLR.  

I  will also give you some ideas on how 

to get the photos from the smartphone 

to your computer. 
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Cyanoacrylate—or to us mere mortals Super Glue 

(ACC). For most modellers (here in Oz) we tend to use up 

to three different forms—each has its benefits, and as 

long as you look aRer it  (keep it cold) each container 

should last a long $me. 

The one I have been using for 

many years is Zap-A-Gap. 

Available in all hobby shops 

and is produced by  company 

in Ontario, Canada. As its 

name implies, it is a gap filling 

agent. Comes in a handy 

bo�le  - BUT—how you apply 

it is the variable. My method 

is to insert a 15mm long piece 

of 1mm Teflon tube into the 

spout, it needs to be a $ght fit. Mine normally lasts about 

6 months. I use a packet of Soundtraxx insula$ng tube. 

This will last about 6—8 years of 

normal use. I use the 28gm 

bo�le. 

Another regular is Loc$te Gel 

from Bunnings. It comes in a 

special applicator which will 

deliver just the right amount of 

gel. As its name implies, it  is a 

gel. This allows you to put the 

smallest amount in the right 

place and then add the part to 

by glued. The gel will hold it in 

the right place un$l it sets. 

For the impa$ent modeller there is the FAST seCng Super 

Glue. Available in many stores and assorted packages. The 

applica$on of this glue is the important bit. 

Place a small piece of $n 

foil (pinch it from the 

kitchen) and place in the 

palm of you hand, make a 

dimple in the middle and 

place a small amount of the 

glue into it. Place the foil 

next to the work area ready 

to use. Now you will need a 

sharp pointy tool for the 

next bit. Forget the tooth 

pick or for the upper class a 

cocktail s$ck– these just 

absorb some of the glue 

and it does not run so well. 

Use a sewing needle 

mounted in a piece of 

dowel. A very good 

alterna$ve came from 

Graham Wo�on—use an old 

needle from an airbrush—

perfect every $me. Place 

the two parts to be glued 

together and hold in place, 

touch the end of the needle 

into the “pond” of glue and 

then touch the edge of the 

area to be glued.  

The glue will flow between 

the parts and should set in 

10—15 seconds. The glue 

that has set on the end of 

the needle can be removed simply by scraping it off, 

when dry, with the back of a craR knife blade. 

Coming Events in Division Seven 
 

THIRLMERE – NSW. March 4, 2018. SHMR Inc Model 

Railway Exhibi$on in conjunc$on with Thirlmere Steam 

Fes$val. Thirlmere Public School Hall. 9.00am-5.00pm 

(Sun). Adults $2, Children $1, Family $5.  

 

FORESTVILLE – NSW. March 3-4, 2018. NSRMA Forestville 

Exhibi$on, Forestville Memorial Halls, Cnr. Warringah Rd 

& Starkey St, Forestville, NSW. 9.00am-5.00pm (Sat), 

9.00am-4.00pm (Sun). Adult $13, Child $6, Concession 

$10, Family $32 Contact: Andrew King 0412447743. Email: 

exhibi$on@nsrma.com.au Website: www.nsrma.com.au  

 

HORNSBY HEIGHTS – NSW. May 5-6, 2018. 31st Annual St. 

Luke’s Railway Modellers’ Exhibi$on. St Luke’s Anglican 

Church,  157 Galston Road, Hornsby Heights. 9.00am-

5.00pm (Sat), 12.00pm-4.00pm (Sun). Email: 

modelrail@stlukeschurch.com.au 
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