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Modeling - Computers & the Internet

Fellow Modelers

| am going to discuss with you some points on Mimdglthe Internet and Computers. | would like
to talk you about how to use your computer andltiternet to help with your modeling, or just
about any subject you care to mention. It can Hecdit to find what you want; we will talk about
how to make it a little easier. Why this subjecglw have been giving it some thought on what
subject has not come up at a convention. Reseatalyour favorite interest has never come up as
far as | know. So here goes, you may be able tsadtk info as well.

Myself

| should imagine | am just like you, been in thélp since | was a child. My Dad God love him
brought me my first Triang train set. Good old @anBounds familiar.!! Had HO for quite a few
year then N gauge moved back to HO for a while thered to O gauge but found it too Big. So |
moved down one and mixed both gauges with On30.

Computers.

| am not a trained computer person; | have leacwadputer techniques by trial and error. | have
been interested in computers and there workingsegimy early twenties. My first computer was a
System 80 a TRS80 clone that really went well.imgd a TRS80 group, they taught me a lot of
techniques, and it was a lot of fun learning. Hawé&ten my own programs in Basic and have
dabbled in Machine code. But found this very hardiork out with all push and shove of the code.

With the arrival of a modem my System 80 was turiméd a message board. | found then that
another system was needed as | had cranked thabjgbGPU up as far as it would go. So | moved
into an IBM style system or what is know now as@ R special note about computers, they are
really stupid machines really DUM. It's the soft@aand the operating system that makes a
computer so called smart. But don’t be put off; trexsftware now is relative safe to use and bug
free. Most software does have bugs; the authoratasater for all possible conditions.

You
| take it for granted you know how to run prograrew to start your system etc. | don’t want to
linger on this for too long. If you need help coara talk to me later.

Internet Basics

Every Internet user has been given a hidden langaber by their provider e.g. (201:04:127:55) So
when you put in an address like www nmra.com.auMWéW part changes that info into a number.
Cookies are not little cakes, they are small fitesst site send you to track you. So next time you
log on to a site it will log you on automaticallpchsay welcome back. There are good cookies and
bad tracking cookies, most good virus scannersremtiove the bad cookies.

Viruseswhat arethey.
A virus is a hidden program that’s usually desigteetlarm your PC in some form. Example: When
run, a program may delete important files withoot yealize it.

Trojan Horse

Is also a hidden program or virus to look harmlsssyou won't act on it and delete it. Both
examples plus a lot of other viruses can do a falamage by deleting information or stealing
information and sending it to someone else.
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Virus scanning Program

A virus program is very necessary if you are gamgccess the Internet. There is a free program
out there but | doubt it if it is any good. It wdube OK in the short term, but not for the longrter
Look at it from the other side, would you spend yn#mousands of dollars developing a virus
program. Then give it away with no strings attacHettlink not do you. So the best bet is bite the
bullet and buy yourself a well-known virus-scannprggram and keep it up to date. Which one to
get, we shat chat about this at the convention.

TheWorld Wide Web or the Internet.

Now enough background chatter, let get down teaoks. The Internet is a huge repository of data,
trillions of Megabytes just waiting for you to readWhere do we start, well the best place totstar
is a simple example. | assume some provider cosryect to the net.

First method:

You then look for a large search engine like Gopglew Microsoft has just Launched Bing.
http://www.google.com.aWWhy Google, because it is BIG and the advertissngot extreme like
most others. In the search window we type what earderested in, example “How to make trees”.

With this search we found 73 pages plus with 10iento a page and | did not go to the end. So,
there would be well over 1000 plus entries, sonefuland some not very useful. Next you decide
which one best meets your requirements; you cathidowith just about any subject you wish to
name.

Second Method:

Join a list that will help you with your particulaubject you have in mind. | suggest Yahoo Lists,
there are others but this one seems to be theskai@e to:http://groups.yahoo.comrhis is a free
service, so it has advertising. But after a whibel ylon’t see the flashing signs. Some people are
worried that you get viruses from yahoo, but yon'tlas most forums do not allow attachments.

With millions of groups at your fingertips, it'ssato find the group that's best for you -- no eratt
your interest. Click into the search window andkldar the subject you would like. As you can see
there are two search engines here one for the nelmae for Yahoo List. Have a look what have
you got to loose.

Y outube.com
This is a great place to see other people’s mofledssearch for say “Narrow Gauge”, Also a good
place to find ideas by looking at different modglimovies.

I nternet Precautions
Don’t go to sites your virus program warns you abaune does.!! Use the search engines to find
out what a site is like before going there.

Mail Program

| strongly suggest you take out a free email acteutn a place like Gmail so can minimizes the
chances of a virus attack. If you do get a virusnly a matter of time the best place to get ins
someone’s machine. Programs cannot run on Gmakses it is designed to hold data not to run
it. You will be alerted to a strange email by thayit is set out; example the sender will be a name
you don’t know. So in that case you can look atdhmil and see what they have to say and it will
tell you if there is an attached file.

Get Yahoo groups to send mail to your Gmail accamd not your Bigpond or your provider
account. Your own mail program like Windows Mailosid not be in auto send and receive; this
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will stop any virus from sending out clones ofstdf. Before you send an email check they are your
emails, if not you more than likely have a virusouy virus scanner should stop most viruses, so
keep it up to date. In your address book the frdry should be “AAA Name” with no email
address. This is done in case a virus gets pastresdto send out clones on its self to all your
friends. But instead your system should stop witto address error.

Software
Keep you software up to date; don’t be worried alusing it. The net is out there for you to use, so
use it; enjoy it and extend your modeling by hawipgto date info on just about any subject.

Helpful Hints

For copying and pasting just about anything yoe iik most windows modes use these keys to do
just that. Highlight the data first you wish to GoDelete or change; using the mouse carefully. Do
not press any other keys while performing Copy Badte, as it confuses the program. First Press
the CTRL key, while holding down the CTRL key préiss C key together. Now you have copied
said highlighted text, to see it else move the raaussor to the new area then; press the CTRL key
then the V key, what you have copied will now bstpd to the new area. Do this with the same-
copied text as much as you like, wherever you Ma&u MUST hold down the CTRL key otherwise
Windows will think it's the C key you have presséflthis seems a bit basic for you, don't be
concerned, as not many people know about the u$afigtion. This copy and Paste will carry
across most Windows programs, transferring data fsae program to another.

Assorted I nteresting Sites

http://www.modelersquild.com/
Sells O and HO Structure Kids.

http://www.internethobbies.com/
Worth having a look to see what’s new with the hobb

http://www.bachmanntrains.com/home-usa/index.php
Bachmann USA Site always worth a look.

http://www.australianmodelrailways.com/
Australian Model Railways always worth a look.

http://www.hobbiesplus.com.au/beginnersguide.htm
Beginner's Guide to Model Railways, always worthak even for the experienced modeler.

http://www.loystoys.com/
Loytoys great place to get info on DCC items.

http://tonysdcc.com/
Tony’s Train Exchange, excellent place for all D®.

http://www.walthers.com/
Walthers home page great place to see all itemtablain most gauges.

http://www.nmra.org.au/
Australian NMRA web site great place for findingt @hat’s going on.

www.modellers-warehouse.com.au
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Welcome to Modeler’'s Warehouse. For the seriousaiengdinteresting scenery site.

http://www.bantamodelworks.com/
Banta Modelworks manufactures quality craftsmas kitjust about all gauges.

http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/
Great FREE modelers Magazine, just download with & articles.

The Two Footers Newsletter is now online at:
http://www.thetwofooters.com

Learn the Net tutorial
http://www.learnthenet.com/english/index.html

Learn The Net getting Started
http://www.learnthenet.com/english/html/00start.htm

How the Internet Works
http://computer.howstuffworks.com/internet-infrastiurel.htm

Most of the above sites will send you a newsleitet just have to ask for it. You get to hear about
new items first, which is very handy at times. Thatbout it, | hope | have not confused you; try
out my search methods and enjoy your hobby evere.mor

Steve Chapman
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